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Being  altogether  inward  and  spu» 

ritual  : 


Not,  like  Job  ft  s,  into  Watery  but,  according  to 
the  real  Nature  of  the  Gofpel,  into  the  very 
Name,  Life  and  Power,  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Shewing  that  the  Apoflles’  Life  of  Water  Baptifm 
was  bv  no  Means  as  an  Ordinance  of  Christ, 
but  as  the  Baptifm  of  John  -,  and  that  all  who 
are  baptized  into  Christ,  have  put  on  Christ, 
not  only  profeffionally,  but  fubftantially—- that 
is,  have  put  him  on  as  the  whole  Armour  of 
Light,  and  walk  in  him  in  Newnefs  of  Life-. 
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J  ®  little  treat  ife,  reader,  is  written 
chiefly  for  the  help  and  information  offuch  as 

not 1  vet  r3tC  °fi  ho,nC\ enquiry,  and  who  have 
t  yet  feen  clearly  beyond  fome  of  thofe 

former  obfcrvances,  which  at  the  very  belt  were 

torkPonPthe0rry|  ^  ?°inti°8  t0  him'  and  bi* 

ftion  aL37  rj-^5  bUt  f°r  the  COnfi™- 

ation  and  eftablifhment  of  fuch  as  have  been  al- 

Pf  the  go°fpir  °f  tHe  un^ad°wy  difpenfation 

eerlHfnnU  I00g  fce  u  W!th  forr0w>  ^at  many  fin- 
cere  fouls  arc  much  detained  from  th t  fubliance 

kL^n  andtaChmCnSSt0thC^'  '*  ha^e  °"ce 

known  and  groaned  under  this  bondage  and 
through  the  va“Vat"S  oveTm""^’ 

afr chrii,rs t* 

Dnt7ihl  h  rtft s .  baptifm  >  nor  how  men  could 

poflibly  baptize  wuh  the  HoJyGhoft;  and  there 
they  £lnb8aZeCOnT 3nded  ‘t  ***”>  and 

janoramlw  fh  f  ^  1  conclud«k  very 

~T  his  conclufion,  I  have  fince  feen  L.  T* 
natural  refill t  of  inexperience,  in  an  anxious  in- 

veftigation 
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veftigation  of  things  not  known  by  mere  human 
wifdom,  or  creaturely  abilities,  but  only  fpirit- 
ually  difccrncd  j  and  as  my  mind  was  fincerely 
engaged  to  fee  for  myfelf,  and  avoid  all  decep¬ 
tion,  it  pleafed  him  who  has  the  key  of  David, 
(after  I  had  paffed  feveral  years  of  doubt  and 
hefitation,  fometimes  concluding  I  (hould  before 
Jong  be  baptized  in  water,  and  then  (truck  with 
an  inward  and  feeling  conviction  of  iti  utter  in* 
fufficiency  towards  effecting  the  renovation  and 
cleanfing  which  my  foul  at  times  longed  for)  to 
open  my  undemanding,  chiefiy  by  his  own  inter¬ 
nal  operations  and  illuminations  in  my  enquiring 
mind,  without  much  of  any  inftru inert tal  means, 
either  reading  or  hearing;  fo  that  I  faw  clearly, 
(which  I  had  too  long  been  very  dull  in  believ¬ 
ing,  and  fearful  in  receiving)  that  Chrift  himfelf 
in  fpirit  had  long  time  been  Striving  with  me,  mov¬ 
ing  in  me,  wooing,  calling,  knocking,  checking, 
reftraining,  conftraining,  and  powerfully  imprefling 
my  mind ;  but  I  knew  him  not,  and  in  that  inward 
and  immediate  way  fought  not  after  him.  When, 
alas  !  had  I  but  known  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it 
was  that  inwardly  talked  with  me,  I  might  havfe 
afked  of  him,  and  received  the  living  water  of  his 
heavenly  kingdom ;  as  afterwards  I  did,  to  the 
full  fatisfa&ion  of  my  thirfty  foul.  And  when 
this  became  my  joyful  experience,  wherein  the 
beloved  of  my  foul  met  with  me,  as  with  many 
others,  in  the  garden,  faying,  “  eat,  O  friends— » 
drink,  yea  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved,”  Cant, 
v.  i,  I  became  perfectly  fatisfied  that  outward 
hread,  wine  and  water,  were  no  part  of  the  bap- 
tifm  or  fupper  of  the  Lord,  nor  any  way  neceffary 
to  his  anointed,  in  things  pertaining  to  falvation. 

-—It  was  not  very  long  after  this,  before  I  not  only 

believed, 
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believed ,  but  knew,  by  mod  confolatory  experience, 
that  men,  even  in  our  day,  though  helplefs  of 
themfelves,  are  through  divine  afliftance  enabled 
inftrumentally,  in  a  very  powerful  and  heart-wa¬ 
tering  manner,  to  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
For  being  now  engaged  to  feel  after  God ,  if  hap¬ 
pily  I  might  from  time  to  time  renewedly  find 
him,  he  was  not  only  pleafed  in  thefe  my  filent 
approaches,  in  religious  meetings,  and  more  re¬ 
tired  waitings,  to  arile  in  me  immediately,  witfi 
the  brightnefs  of  a  morning  without  clouds,  and 
powerfully  to  manifeft  himfelf  to  me  and  in  me, 
as  a  fountain  of  1  iving  waters ;  but  was  alfo 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  fend  among  us,  of  his  fer- 
yants,  fuch  as  were  well  qualified  to  do  the  work 
of  evangelifts,  and  who  being  largely  acquainted 
with  the  foul-faving  baptifm  of  Chrift  in  them¬ 
felves,  were  fo  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
andfpake  fodemonftratively,  in  the  life,  evidence 
and  divine  virtue  and  vigour  of  it,  that  it  wax 
like  the  oil  poured  on  Aaron's  head,  which  ran 
down  to  the  very  fkirts  of  his  garment*— it  evfcft 
reached?  overflowed  and  filled  my  poor  foul. 

Much  I  cotild  write  refpefting  thefe  blelfed 
days  of  my  efpoufals,  but  enlargement  here  may 
be  improper  j  I  fliall  therefore  juft  fay,  that  had  I 
not  felc  living  defires  that  others  may  come  to  a 
full  participation  of  the  fame  blefied  experience, 
and  that  none  may  be  longer  unprofitably  amufed 
and  detained,  by  lifelefs  figns  and  fymbols,  from 
the  all-fufficient  fubftance,  thou,  reader,  had  ne¬ 
ver  heard  from  me  in  this  way.— I  know  many 
find  their  iatereft  in  keeping  up  a  (how  in  thefe 

things,  andreprefentingthemof  exceeding  great  im¬ 
portance.— I  have  no  doubt  many  very  fincerely 

urge 
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up  a  lifelcfs  round  of  nravprc  *l-.  ^  keeping 

««ing,  drinking,  dipping, fprinkTn^&c  ^J"8’ 
convinced  bevond  fcmnl*  ,i  n?’  °cc‘  anc*  arn 

wrigbltoufntfs,  dm  way  foercafed  ^  mmmn c6f 
obftruftion  to  the  comiL of  rii  u-  /  P0werful 
Lord,  in  life  and Tn"g  f  hc  ,klnSdom  °f  our 

eel ipfed  by  the  retention  of  *i?.e  oudfcd  and  un- 

obfervances — Babylon  is  nlt'y^fo^Ucn^^ 
rife  no  more  :  {he  is  ftill  lnrUn  •  10  fallcn>  as  to 

»•  «•  jin 

the  mother  of  many  harlors—t-Kr?  r  a  nc^  ^ 

fnared  among  fome  or  other  of  her  daughters* 
ate  not  aware  of  her  cup._May  thel  2’  d 
cioufly  preferve  the  honeft-heareed,  0f^Vel,8J!' 
nomination,  from  the  harmful  influences T/h 
ker  many  and  artful  forcerics  IT'  '' 
■hdr  hunger  and  rhirft  after  Cue  Cghreo, I't'Z 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that,  if  I  am  g*,,.  fo^"~ 

SaCiou  8"l"lC' n  b/  ¥“*  Chrift-  m>’  m't  hope  aCd 
hav.our  1  (hall  be  there  accompanied  by  thou 

SC  The0  w'  ,hr0Ugh  ,htir  Wholc  lives  lived 

the  vail ,  as  to  outward  ordinances-  but 

b^v  iTng  K°-  grat  finCerity  done  what’ they 
believed  was  the.r  duty,  in  finglenefs  as  unto  God 

and  not  unto  men,  are  and  finally  will  be  well 

accepted  of  him,  who  feeth  not  as  man  feeth,  but 

looks  through  all  ourfide  things  to  the  heart.' 

And  yet, ^  on  the  contrary,  I  do  firmly  believe 

many  who  have  began  and  ran  well  for  a  feafon 

have  been  by  degrees,  as  outward  things  have 

become  more  and  more  coiiiiderable  with  them 

drawn  more  and  more  from  the  true  hunger,  and* 

been 
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been  more  and  more  eafy  and  fatisfied  with  little 
or  nothing  of  the  true  bread,  water  and  wine,  of 
the  kingdom,  till  at  length  they  have  centered  in 
formality,  and  fat  down  in  a  reft  Ihort  of  the  foul’s 
falvation.-— That  thou  mayeft  Ihun  this  dangerous 
rock,  dear  reader,  and  be  preferved  living  and 
growing  in  the  holy  root  of  divine  life,  to  the  end 
of  thy  (lay  here,  and  finally  admitted  to  the  joys 
of  the  bleficd,  forever  to  adore  and  blcfs  the  God 
of  all  grace  and  true  conlolation,  is  the  prayer  of 
thy  fincere  friend,  and  willing  fervant  in  the  la¬ 
bour  and  travail  of  the  gofpel. 


Xbt  AUTHOR, 


The  Baptifm  of  Christ  a 
Gofpel  Ordinance,  See. 


chap.  i. 


Of  the  regular  order  and  fucceffion  of  divine  dtfpenfa- 
tions.  Signs  and  figures  pointed  at  life  and  fub- 
ftance.  Hence  Chrtft  deferred  his  gofpel  minifiry, 
till  John’s  courfe  in  a  baptifm ,  but  figurative  of  his 
own,  was  fulfilled.  John’s  baptijm  and  Chrifi's  are 

type  and  antitype.  Chrifi  fent  his  difciples  to  bap¬ 
tize  with  his  own  baptifm.  So  breathes  on  them 
the  Holy  Ghofl.  Great  wifdotn  even  in  the  timing 
our  Lord’s  baptifm  by  John,  alfo  in  his  anfwer  to 
John.  John  preached  the  kingdom  but  at  hand. 
In  its  nature  andfulnefs,  it  is  edits,  not  before,  nor 
joined  with  the  type.  John  prepared  the  way. 
Some  took  the  kingdom  by  force.  All  types  end  in  the 
antitype.  Chrifi’s  baptifm  cteanfes  thoroughly ,  as 
John's  Was  total  mrnerfion.  A  piblure,  as  truly 
a  man,  as  water  baptifm  Chrifi’s.  A fingle  eye- full 
of  light,  and  then  the  fhadow  is  behind  us.  Chrifi 
was  baptized  in  water,  not  to  continue,  but  fulfil 
ihat  decreafing  fign ;  and fo  to  make  way  for  the  in- 
creafing  fubfiance.  He  alfo  ate,  and  thus  fulfilled 
■■  the  pajfover. 

•V4*-*  ■;  fi* 

IT  is  very  obfefvable,  that  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifi:  deferred  the  open  and  exprefs  promul¬ 
gation  of  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  till  John  the 
Baptift,  his  immediate  forerunner,  had  fulfilled  his 
iourfe  ;  and  that  not  before,  but  after  John  had 
finilhed  his  preparatory  miniftration,  ceafed  the 

B  voice 
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voice  crying  in  the  wildernefs,  prepare,  &c.  quite 
ended  his  own  decreafing  work  in  that  outward 
elementary  baptifm,  which  as  a  fign  was  to  precede 
and  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift's,  and  was  fhut  up 
in  prifon  ;  he,  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  t\\zend 
and  ender  of  all  typical  difpenfations,  immediately 
entered  upon  the  publication  of  the  go/pel  word 
thtnew,  the  increafing  and  ever  continuing  difpen- 
fation  of  life,  fubftance  and  falvation. — For  we 
read.  Mat.  iv.  ia,  <c  now  when  Jefus  had  heard 
that  John  was  caft  into  prifon,  he  departed  into 
Galilee  ”  And,  verfe  17*  “  from  that  time  Jefus 
began  to  preach,  and  to  fay*  repent  v  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  is  at  hand/’  This  kingdom *  now  fo 
near  at  hand,  and  which  John  had  juft  before  pro¬ 
claimed  to  be  fo,  was  arid  is  inward  and  Spiritual; 
for  our  Lord  himfelf  declares,  <f  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  within  you,”  Luke  xviL  ai.  And  it  is 
clear  that  he  waited  for  John's  courje  to  be  firft 
fulfilled ,  before  he  ever  began  publicly  to  preach  it. 
See  alfo  Mark  i.  14,  15.  <fNow  after  that  John 
was  put  in  prifon,  Jefus  came  into  Galilee,  preach¬ 
ing  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ,;  and  fay¬ 
ing,  the  time  is  fulfilled ,  and  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  at  hand  ;  repent  ye,,  and  believe  the  gofpel.'* 
The  gofpel  is  not  fign  or  figure ,  but  life  and  fub- 
Jtance ,  the  “  power  of  God  to  falvation/'  free 
from  all  types  and  fhadows,  being  the  laft  and  lafi- 
ing  difpenfation  ;  and  which  was  not  to  commence 
in  its  general  fulnefs,  till  after  all  others.  Chrift 
is  often  fpoken  of  as  coming  after  John  ;  and 
John,  as  going,  or  coming,  or  being  Tent  before 
Chrift  :  and  therefore  as  John’s  courje  in  the  very 
laft  of  the Jbadows ,  water  baptifm,  was  now  com¬ 
pleted,  the  great  minifter  of  the  fanftuary  very 
pertinently,  at  the  very  beginning  of  his  own  gof- 
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pel  preaching,  proclaimed,  the  time  is  fulfilled .  I 
know  not  what  words  he  could  have  uied  more 
proper  and  fignificant  to  introduce  the  glorious 
gofpel,  and  teach  mankind  that  all  figns  were  to 
end  in  t  htfubfiance.  And  from  a  fin  cere  wifh  for 
the  real  good  and  (olid  information  of  mankind, 
I  defire  this  one  word,  fulfilled ,  in  this  and  divers 
other  places,  may  be  fpecially  noticed,  and  deeply 
confidered.  It  is  of  vafi  importance. 

And  why  did  Jefus  wait  till  John’s  ccurfe  wa* 
fulfilled  ?  why,  then,  immediately  on  hearing  of  his 
imprifonment,  did  he  begin  to  preach  the  gofpel 
of  the  kingdom  as  then  juft  at  hand?  and  w  hy  was 
he  fo  careful,  at  his  very  entrance  on  this  great 
work,  to  make  this  fpecial  declaration,  <c  the  time 
is  fulfilled  ?”  There  is  deep  inftrudtion  in  it  all.  He 
knew  the  times  and  feafons,  though  many  who 
could  difcern  the  face  of  the  fky ,  and  had  underftand- 
inginthe  forebodings  of  change  in  regard  to  ^he 
weather,  were  and  are  ignorant  of  the  figns  of  the 
times ;  and  through  this  ignorance  many  did,  and 
many  {till  do,  retain  the  {hadow  out  of  all  proper 
Jeafon.  But  Chrift,  as  he  knew ,  fo  he  carefully  ob - 
Jewed  the  right  time.  He  would  have  all  things 
pertaining  to  bis  kingdom,  efpecially  his  own  im¬ 
mediate  tranfa&ions,  take  place  in  their  proper 
feafons.  He  would  not  haften  his  firft  great  mi¬ 
racle  in  Cana,  of  turning  water  into  wine,  even 
though  his  own  mother  folicitoufiy  prompted  him 
to  that  glorious  exertion  of  his  divinity.— He 
would  not  go  up  to  th tfeajl,  till  the  right  time. 
So  neither  would  he  begin  his  own  public  minif- 
tration  (which  was  for  the  ending  of  all  fhadows, 
the  abolition  and  blotting  out  the  hand-writing  of 
ordinances)  till  John’s  (which  was  much  in  the 
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fliadow)  was  fulfilled.  <c  The  law  and  the  pro¬ 
phets  prophefied  until  John.”  John  was  himfelf 
both  a  prophet  and  under  the  law,  yet  he  and  his 
miniftration  were  until  Chrift.  H  is  coming  after  the 
reft  of  the  prophets ,  being  fent  immediately  before 
the  face  of  the  Lord,  and  to  prepare  his  way,  in  no 
wife  hindered  his  being  a  prophet  himfelf.  Chrift 
teftifies,  among  them  that  are  born  of  women, 
there  hath  not  rifen  a  greater.  Mat.  xi.  u.  He 
alfo  fays.  Mat.  v.  17,  18,  “think  not  that  I  am 
come  to  deftroy  the  law  or  the  prophets  I  am  not 
come  to  deftroy,  but  to  fulfil  -,  for  verily  I  fay  unto 
you,  till  heaven  and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  one  tittle 
fhall  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the  law,  till  all  bz  ful¬ 
filled.”  Here  we  fee  he  came  to  fulfil  both  the 
law ,  and  the  predictions  of  the  prophets.  Accord¬ 
ingly  we  read  of  divers  things  faid  to  be  done* 
that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  by  the 
prophets,  or  fpoken  aforetime,.  Hence,  though 
John  came  after  the  others,  and  as  it  were  reachr 
ed  from  them  to  Chrift ,  yet  he  too  came  under  the 
laWy  and  was  one  among  the  prophets ,  which  Chrift 
came  not  to  deftroy,  but  whofe  predictions  and 
fore-running  difpen  fat  ions  he  came  to  fulfil 9 
John's  prophetic  declaration  was  eminently  perti¬ 
nent,  in  regard  to  the  great  work  qf  Chrift  in 
(gofpel  baptifmy  the  fanCtification  of  fouls ;  and  fq 
was  his  figurative  immerfion  :  and  Chrift,  in  his  fay-r 
ing  baptifmy  amply  fulfils  both  the  prophecy  and 
the fign.  Chrift  was  5‘made  under  the  law'1  him¬ 
felf,  Gal.  iv.  4  >  then  furely  fo  was  John.  And 
feeing  John's  watery  miniftration  was  to  prepare 
Chrift's  way,  and  lead  to  his  faving  baptifm ;  Chrift 
having  thus  carefully  deferred  his  own  public 
miniftration  till  John's  was  fulfilledy  as  foon  as 
this  was  done,  and  John  caft  into  prifonj  the  right 

time 
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time  being  now  exactly  arrived,  he  went  forthwith, 
on  hearing  of  John’s  imprifonment,  into  Galilee 
and  there  and  <c  from  that  time  began  to  preach, 
and  proclaim  the  word  and  gojfel  ot  that  unfhadowy 
difpenfation  and  kingdom,  which  ends  and  fulfils 
all  iwtn: figns  and  figures,  and  is  to  increafe  and  re¬ 
main  of  perpetual  continuance.  Hence  Peter  de¬ 
clares  the  word  “  was  publifhed  throughout  all 
Judea,  and  began  from  Gajilee,  after  *he  baptifm 
which  John  preached,”  Acts  x.  37  ;  and  may  we 
not  fafely  conclude,  from  Peter’s  lb  particularly 
mentioning  tbisy  as  being  after  John’s  baptifmy  and 
from  the  evangeliil’s  mentioning  it  as  after  his  im¬ 
prifonment  y  that  they  had  heard  our  Lord  exprefe 
Jfis  acting  on  fpecial  principle  in  thus  deferring  his 
awn  public  minlftry,  till -his  forerunner’s,  in  that 
forerunning  baptifm,  was  fulfilled ;  and  efpecially 
as  his  going  into  Galilee ,  to  begin  his  Laid  public 
miniftry,  is  exprefsly  laid  to  be,  “  that  it  might 
be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  by  Efaias  the  pro¬ 
phet  ?”  Mat.  iv.  14. 

*V  *  ...  •  :  '  ■>,  .  {  *.  -  >  •  .  r  i  <k  '  •  •  -  .  > 

Thus  itfeems  he  afted  with  fpecialdefign,  both 
as  to  the  place  where  and  the  time  when  he  began  the 
open  publication  of  the  glorious  gofpel.  It  was 
therefore  with  divine  pertinency,  that  as  he  began 
this  gracious  publication,  he  firftof  all  announced 
(C  the  time  is  fulfilled.”  His  hour  was  now  come. 
For  well  knowing  when  it  was  and  when  it  “  was 
not  yet  come,”  he  had  now  waited  till  John  had 
firft  preached,  according  to  Paul’s  teftimony, 
ft  the  baptifm  of  repentance  to  all  the  people  of 
Ifrael  j”  and  fo  had  “  fulfilled  his  courfe.”  See 
A£ts  xiii.  24,  25.  AH  this  tends  forcibly  and 
beautifully  to  open  both  the  necefiity  of  his  being 
baptized  of  John  juft  then  when  he  was,  and  the 
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meaning  of  his  anfwer,  when  John  forbade  him. 
John  knew  his  own  baptifm  was  not  faving,  was 
not  (Thrift's ;  but  was  to  decreafe  and  end  in 
(Thrift's,  being  only  defigned  for  our  Lord’s  mani- 
feftation  to  Ifraei,  and  to  prepare  the  people  for 
his  faving  baptifm. — And  knowing  this,  John 
plainly  and  honeftly  teftifies,  that  he  fhould  be 
made  manifeft  to  Ifraei,  “therefore  am  I  come 
baptizing  with  water,”  John  i.  31.  This  plain 
and  full  teftimony,  from  the  mouth  of  John  him- 
felf,  at  once  evinces  that  his  baptifm ,  being  but 
with  water ,  was  far  different  from  thrift's,  and  in¬ 
ferior  to  it;  and  that  it  was  to  introduce,  or  as  a 
fign  to  affift  in  turning  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  look  for,  receive  and  fubmit  to  the  burning, 
purifying  baptifm  of  the  gofpel.— In  fhort,  water 
baptifm  and  Chrift's  are  plainly  type  and  antitype  : 
and  accordingly  Peter,  fpeaking  of  the  baptifm 
which  now  fdves ,  ufes  the  Greek  word"  antitypon, 
x  Pet.  iii.  21.  - 

Peter  doubtlefs  knew  the  type  or  figure  could  not 
fave.  It  is  “  the  ingrafted  word  which  is  able  to 
fave”  the  foul,  Jamies  i.  21.  Chrift  fan&ifies  and 
cleanfes  the  church  “  with  the  wafhing  of  water 
by  the  word,"  Eph.  v.  26.  This  “ingrafted 
word,”  this  fanftifying  “  wafhing  of  water  by  the 
word,"  is  all  inward  and  fpiritual.  It  is  the  anti¬ 
type  of  the  divers  wafhings  under  Mofes,  and 
equally  fo  of  water  baptifm ,  in  every  form.  This 
cleanfes  the  foul,  as  outward  water  does  the  body, 
and  puts  away  the  filth  of  the  fpirit,  as  that  does 
the  filth  of  the  flefh.”  Hence,  and  hence  only,  it 
is  faving:  herein  is  the  alone  propriety  of  Peter’s 
words,  “baptifm  doth  alfo  now  fave  us”  As 
Chrift  came  to  fulfil  the  law  of  commandments, 

contained 
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contained  in  outward  ordinances,  and  to  end  every 
difpenfation  of  figns  and  fhadows,  he  had  many 
things  to  fubmit  to,  on  purpofe  to  fulfil  the  typical 
righteoufnefs  of  thofe  difpenfations.  Hence  he 
was  circumcifed,  kept  the  law,  celebrated  the 
paffover,  &c.  On  the  fame  ground,  it  behoved 
him  to  be  baptized  in  water,  the  laft  lively  typical 
reprefentation  of  his  own  great  work  of  falsifica¬ 
tion,  that  is,  thelalt  in  the  courfe  of  time  preced¬ 
ing  his  beginning  the  publication  of  the  gofpel 
word  from  Galilee.  But  when  he  came  to  John 
to  be  baptized  of  him,  John  not  knowing  his 
defign  in  it,  nor  why  it  muft  be  fo,  forbade  him, 
faying,  “  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee,  and 
comeft  thou  to  me?”  Mat.  iii.  14.  It  is  not  at  all 
ftrange  that  John  forbade  himj  for  he  knew  his 
own  baptifm,  being  outward,  typical,  and  prepara - 
tory,  was  to  decreafe,  and  give  place  to  Cbrift’s. 
It  was  “unto  repentance  by  a  total  outfide 
immerfion,  it  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  the  re¬ 
moval  of  all  fin,  and  bringing  “  forth  fruits  meet 
for  repentance.  It  was  ufed  for  bis  manifefiation 
to  Ifrael,  whofe  fiery  baptifm  alone  could  effedt 
this  inward  cleanfing  from  all  fin.  Cbrift  was 
neither  ignorant  of  bimfelf,  nor  guilty  of  fm. 
Hence  he  could  not  receive  John’s  figurative  im¬ 
merfion  upon  the  fame  grounds  as  others  did, 
neither  in  order  to  repentance  and  rerniffion  of  fin, 
nor  in  order  to  be  made  manifefi  to  bimfelf  John 
doubtlcfs  marvelled,  therefore,  to  fee  him  come 
to  his  baptifm.  For  though  it  feems  he  did  not, 
before  this,  So  fully  know  him  to  be  the  Cbrifi  as  he 
did  afterwards,  yet  on  his  now  coming  to  him, 
«  feems  he  had  fame  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  it* 
and  marvelled  at  his  coming.  But  our  Lord 
gracioufly  condefcehded  to  fhow  on  what  grounds 
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it  was  now  neceflary:  that  it  was  neither  in  order 
to  repentance  in  him ,  nor  to  a  manifeftation  of 
him  to  bimfelf,  nor  yet  to  perpetuate  a  fymbolicai 
inftitution  under  the  gofpel-,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
to  fulfil  it.  Chrift  knew  the  Jign  muft  precede 
the Jubftance.  He  knew  the  many  Jymbols  of  the 
law  were  but  “  a  fhadow  of  things  to  come,” 
Col.  ii.  17  j  that  the  law,  with  all  its  figurative 
offerings,  cleanfings;  and  divers  walkings,  was  a 
fchool-mafter  for  afeafon,  to  lead  to  himfelf,  the 
fubftance  ;  fee  Gal.  iii.  24.  He  knew  “the  bap¬ 
tifm  which  John  preached”  was  the  peculiar/?gBof 
repreferitation  of  his  own,  and  was  ufed  to  prepare 
the  people’s  minds  for  it,  and  thereby  prepare  in 
their  hearts  the  may  of  the  Lord,  and  lead  forward 
to  his  faving  manifeftation  to  Ifrael.  Therefore 
had  he  began  the  publication  of  the  gofpel  of  that 
fpkitual  kingdom,  which  is  without  figns  and 
fhadows,  and  cometh  not  with  outward  objervation , 
lefore  John,  the  adminiftrator  of  a  baptifm  figur¬ 
ative  thereof,  had  fir  ft  fulfilled  his  courfe  in  that 
figurative  adminifiration,  it  would  by  no  means  fo 
fully,  ftrikingly  and  inftrudfively  have  anfwered 
and  illuftrated  the  defigns  of  eternal  wifdom,  as 
his  deferring  it  till  afterwards-,  for,  how1  then 
could  John’s  work  have  been  ftriftly  according  to 
God’s  defign  in  fending  him  ?  that  is,  to  prepare 
the  way  of  the  Lor  dr— to  go  before  him— and  make 
ready  a  people  prepared  for  him  j  fee  Luke  i.  17. 

Hence  it  was  neceffary,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
God’s  divine  Providence,  and  divers  difpenfa- 
tions,  he  who  was  to  go  before  our  Lord  in  *  the 
power  and  fpirit  of  Elias,  thus  to  prepare  his  way, 
fhould  be  lent  feafonably  to  begin  and  “  fulfil  hit 
courfe ''  in  that  miniftracion  and  ■  baptifm  which 

was 
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Was  in  order  to  the  manifcftation  of  the  great 
gofpel  baptizcr,  before  the  publication  of  that 
word  which  began  from  Galilee,  after  his  baptifm. 
Hence  alfo  it  was  neceflary  that  Jefus  fhould  be 
baptized  in  the  figure ,  and  thus  a  complifh  what 
he  had  to  do  outwardly  in  th e  fulfilment  of  water 
baptifm,  previoufiy  to  that  wonderful  defcent  of 
the  Holy  Ghofi  upon  him.  For  as  he  was  to  be 

anointed  to  preach  the  gofpel”  (fee  Luke  iv.  1 8) 
and  as  this  anointing  was  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord 
that  was  upon  him,  and  not  by  his  baptifm  in  wa~ 
ter,  therefore,  as  the  time  drew  near  that  he  mud 
enter,  thus  anointed,  upon  his  public  miniftry,  it 
behoved  him  firfi  to  fubmit  to  John's  baptifm, 
that  all  things  might  be  done  in  proper  feafon, 
and  follow  in  regular  fucceffion ,  one  after  ano¬ 
ther. 

The  Almighty  had  given  John  beforehand  to 
Underftand,  that  he  on  whom  he  Ihould  fee  the 
Holy  Giro  ft  not  only  defending,  but  alfo  remaining 
on  him,  “  the  fame  is  he  which  baptizeth  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft,”  John  i,  33.  Thus  was  the  de*> 
feent  and  abiding  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  even  on  our 
Xord  himfelf,  pointed  out  as  that  which  alone  could 
qualify  to  baptize  others  with  it;  and  it  will  hold 
good  of  all  his  difciples  and  minifters  to  the 
world's  end.  Therefore  they  have  his  promife  to 
be  with  them  by  his  fpirit,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the 
execution  of  his  great  commiffion,  to  baptize  into 
the  divine  name  .and  power  of  Father,  Son,  &c. 
And  as  all  fent  by  him  to  baptize  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft  muft  be  firft  fo  baptized  themfelves,  he  fat 
the  glorious  example.  And  when  he  came  after¬ 
wards  to  fend  them  forth  in  the  great  work  of  bap~ 
Sizing,  he  declared  with  divine  propriety,  “  as  my 
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Father  hath  fent  me,  even  fo  fend  I  you And 
fhewing  plainly  how  that  was,  he  cc  breathed  on 
them,  and  faith  unto  them,  receive  ye  the  Holy 
Ghoft,,>  John  xx.  21,  22.  See  how  exactly  he  fent 
them  to  baptize,  &c.  as  his  Father  fent  him.  His 
Father,  fending  him  to  baptize  with  the  Holy 
Gnoft,  breathed  it,  or  caufed  it  to  dejcend  and 
abide  upon  him.  This  proved  and  proclaimed 
him  to  be  the  baptizer  with  it  \  ^fending  his  fer- 
vants  to  baptize  with  the  fame  baptifm,  breathed 
on  them,  that  they  might  receive  a  meafure  of  the 
qualification  as  he  received  of  his  Father .  And 
this  was  truly  ncceflfary — the  fame  work  requires 
the  fame  qualifications— Ci  he  that  believeth  on  me,” 
(fays  (Thrift)  “  the  works  that  I  do,  (hall  he  do  al- 
fo,”  John  xiv.  12. 


He  was  not  baptized  with  water ,  to  qualify 
him  fo  to  baptize  others  ;  for  he  baptized  none  in 
water  ;  the  work  which  he  did  in  baptifm,  was  in¬ 
ward,  and  with'  the  Holy  Ghofi— the  fpiritual  puri¬ 
fying  fire  of  the  Lord.  Be  did  not  breathe  on 
tiis  difciples,  and  baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghofi \ 
to  qualify  them  to  baptize  others  in  water 5  that 
had  not  been  fending  them as  his  Father  lent  him  : 
tt  had  not  been  fending  them,  nor  enabling  them 
to  do  the  fame  work,  and  baptize  with  the  fame 
baptifm,  as  he  did.  Had  he,  after  breathing  on 
them,  fent  them,  qualified  with  the  Holy  Ghofi ,  to 
baptize  with”  a  mere  element*  it  had  been  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  his  Father’s  fending  him  in  the  power 
and  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  baptize  others 
with  the fame.  And  as  their  qualification  to  ad*1 
rrrinifter  his  fpiritual  baptifm  was  that  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft  coming  upon  them  ;  fo,  in  his  own  cafey 

the  defeent  and  abiding  thereof  upon  him  was  the 
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very  thing  made  ufe  of  by  the  wifdom  of  God, 
whereby  to  manifelf  him  more  clearly  unto  John, 
as  the  gofpel  baptizer.  Seeing,  therefore,  this 
his  qualification  for  baptizing  with  his  own  great 
gofpel  baptifm,  which  is  after  and  fuperior  to  all 
figns,  muff  be  received  from  on  high,  before  he  be¬ 
gan  that  glorious  gofpel  miniftry,  which  is  alfo 
without  figns,  it  was,  as  before  noted,  necdlary 
for  him  previoufly  to  fubmit  to  that  baptilm, 
which  being  but  a  fign,  was  to  decreafe  and  end  in 
the  fubffance,  which  the  fign  pointed  to. — Hence 
the  necefiity  of  his  waiting  till  John  had  firlt  bap¬ 
tized  many  of  the  people,  borne  reftimony  to  one 
coming  after  him ,  and  turned  their  minds  to  the 
necefiity  of  his  more  fpiritual  and  refining  bap¬ 
tifm. — And  hence  alfo  the  necefiity  of  his  receiv¬ 
ing  that  baptifm  which  was  only  in  the  fign,  and  to 
vanilh  as  the  fubffance  was  experienced  ;  not  after, 
but  before  he  received  that  defcent  and  abiding  of 
the  Holy  Gholt  upon  him,  which  pointed  him 
out  as  the  great  adrniniftrator  of  that  baptifm 
which,  in  the  very  order  of  things,  is  after  that 
which  is  but  a  fhadow  of  the  good  things  to  come. 
Thus  the  type  was  kept  in  its  time  and  place  ;  be¬ 
fore,  not  after,  the  antitype.  But  had  not  Chrift’s 
baptifm  in  the  type,  to  fulfil  it,  as  a  thing  ending  in 
the  antitype,  been  prepofierous,  had  it  been  after  his 
glorious  antitypical  baptifm  and  anointing,  by  the 
defcentand  abiding  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  him  ? — 
This  being  the.  cafe,  there  is  evidently  a  very 
beautiful  difplay  of  wifdom  and  propriety  in  our 
Lord’s  anfwer  to  John,  when  John  forbade  him. 
Indeed  every  part  of  it,  to  me,  feems  full  of  di¬ 
vine  inltruttion.  It  fatisfied  John,  and  removed 
all  his  fcruples ;  for  though  he  did  not  at  fir  ft 
know  that  Jefus  muff  be  baptiztd ,  as  well  as  cir- 
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eumci/ed ,  in  the  figure^  and  fubmit  to  the  other 
figurative  inftitutions  of  the  law,  in  order  to  ful¬ 
fil  all  the  figurative  or  typical  righteoufnefs  of 
the  feveral  difpenfations  preceding  the  gofpel ; 
yet  he  fcems  well  to  have  known  that  his  baptifm 
mud  vanifh  and  decrease,  as  being  in  its  nature 
outward,  and  in  its  defign  but  preparatory  to 
Chrilt  s.  Hence,  fays  he,  he  mufti  increq/e,  but 
I  mu  ft  decreaje,”  John  iii.  30.  **  I  indeed  baptise 
you  with  watery  but  he  fhall  baptize  you  with  the 
Holy  Gbojly”  verfe  11,  And  thus,  knowing  the 
preparatory,  decreafing  and  terminating  nature 
and  defign  o (water  baptifm,  what  further  he  wanted 
to  know,  to  induce  him  to  baptize  our  Lord,  was, 
that  in  order  properly  to  decreaje  and  fulfil  what  he 
already  knew  muft  decrease  and  be  fulfilled ,  the 
Lord  of  life  and  glory  muft  ftopp  to  it  himfelf; 
and  therefore,  as  foon  as  the  bleffed  Jefus  had 
convinced  hinrj  of  this,  he  readily,  without  more 
ado,  baptized  him.-r-And  of  this  our  Lord’s  an¬ 
swer  at  once  convinced  him,  it  being  full  to  the 
purpofe.  Let  us,  trace  it, 

The  very  firft  word  is  inftru&ive.  u  Suffer  it  to 
be  fo,”  Mat.  iii.  15,  as  if  he  had  faid— —  I  indeed 
have  no  need  of  it,  no  fin  to  repent  of — nor  do  I 
wifh  it  done  to  manifeft  me  to  myfelf  \  it  is  not  at 
all  of  neceffity  to  me  this  fen/e  thou,  John,  art 
therefore  rather  to  Juffer  if,  than  adminifter  it  as 
thou  doft  to  others,  to  teach  them  their  neceffity 
of  a  thorough  cleanfing,  and  turn  their  minds  to 
me  and  my  baptifm ,  which  alone  can  effect  it. — » 
It  is  true,  as  thou  art  fenfible,  this  is  not  my  baptifm , 
nor  any  part  of  my  gofpel  difpenfation  :  mine ,  all 
have  need  of;  thou  art  right  in  faying  thou  thy- 
fdf  haft  need  to  be  baptized  of  me.  And  as  mine  is 
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the  alone  gofpel  baptifm,  it  h  not  ftrange  that 
thou  admireft  at  my  fubmitting  to  that  of  watery 
for  truly  it  would  be  highly  contrary  to  the  puri- 
ty  and  fimplicity  of  my  gofpel,  to  perpetuate  any 
ceremonial  obfervances  under  the  full  funfhine 
thereof:  but  this  is  by  no  means  my  intention, 
but  diredtly  the  reverfe  ;  I  do  it  on  purpofe  to  ful- 
fil  outfide  things,  and  make  way  forme  to  intro-, 
duce,  and  publifh  to  the  world,  that  gofpel  which 
is  after ,  and  to  end  all  types  and  fhadows  s  and 
which,  for  that  very  reafon,  I  cannot  properly 
even  begin  the  publication  of  before  \  but  muff,  in 
order  to  a  regular  procedure,  defer,  till  after  I 
have  fubmitted  to  this  figurative  baptifm  which  thou 
preacheft.  By  which  thou  maycft  clearly  fee, 
that  in  baptizing  me\r\  the  figure ,  a  thing  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  from  my  unfigurative  baptifm  and  gofpel, 
thou  art,  properly  fpeaking,  to  Juffer  it  to  be  fo * 
Next  the  word  now  is  ftrikingly  fignificant. 
“  Suffer  it  to  be  fo  now”  This  important  word  is 
not  ufed  here  without  fpecial  propriety  and  defign 
- — it  is  the  dictate  of  eternal  wifdom  ;  for  now  was 
the  very  junfture  of  time,  now  the  pure  unfha- 
dowy  gofpel  difpenfation  was  but  at  handy  not  yet 
brought  in.  Chrift  had  not  yet  fuffered  ;  nay, 
he  had  not  yet  even  began  publicly  to  promulgate 
the  gofpel  of  that  kingdom,  the  baptifm  of  which 
is  only Spiritual  •>  and  therefore  he  might  now  pro¬ 
perly  partake  of  that  which  only  pointed  to  ity  and 
was  to  end  in  it.  And  further,  now  was  the  exa£l 
period  for  him  to  do  what  he  had  to  do  outwardly 
in  fulfilling  it ;  becaufe  John  had  now  preached  the 
fyaptifm  of  repentance  to  many,  if  not  literally,  as 
Paul  fays,  to  all  the  people  of  Ifraely  A<fts  xiii.  24, 
perhaps  to  nearly,  or  quite  all,  in  thofe  parts.— 
At  leaft,  according  to  Mat.  iii.  5,  we  may  con¬ 
clude, 
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dude,  they  of  Jerufalem,  and  all  Judea,  and  all 
the  region  round  about  Jordan,  had  now  been 
baptized  of  John,  and  Chrift  was  now  foon  to  be~ 
gin  h  is  own  gofpel  miniftry,  and  therein  to  preach 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  an  internal  unfigurative  . 
difpenlation,  to  the  fouls  of  men.  Now  therefore 
was  the  very  time ,  in  the  courfe  and  order  of 
things,  for  him  to  be  baptized  in  outward  water; 
the  acceptable  moment  for  John  to  Juffer  it  to  be 
Jo.  John  had,  as  he  baptized  the  people,  dili« 
gently  preached  the  kingdom  at  handy  not  yet  fully 
come ,  and  taught  them  to  look  beyond  his  outward , 
to  Chrift’s  inward  and  faving  baptifm . — This  he 
powerfully  and  positively  declared  Should  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  one  then  among  them,  though  they 
knew  him  not .  So  near  was  the  kingdom  now  at 
bandy  and  faft  approaching.  This  greatly  railed 
their  expectations.  Indeed  the  fire  of  Ch  rift’s 
baptifm  began  to  kindle  in  fome  of  their  hearrs ; 
for  Chrift  declares  he  came  to  fend  fire  on  the 
earth  ;  <<r  and  what  will  I”  (fays  he)  “  if  it  be  al¬ 
ready  kindled?'"  Lukexii.49.  It  truly  was  fo  in  fome 
degree  in  many  minds,  even  that  very  fire  where¬ 
by  his  baptifm  thoroughly  cleanfcs,  in  its  com¬ 
plete  operation,  the  whole  floor  of  the  heart. 
Therefore  it  was  now  time  for  him  foon  to  begin 
his  public  gofpel  teftimony,  which  in  ftri<5t  pro¬ 
priety  ought  to,  and  in  fa£t  did,  fucceed,  not  pre¬ 
cede,  the  baptifm  of  water ,  which  was  John’s — 
and  by  which,  and  the  preaching  attending  it, 
John  had  thus  prepared  the  people  for  ChrilVs, 
according  to  the  exprefs  defign  of  his  million  ; 
which  was,  as  noted  before,  i;  to  make  ready  a 
people  prepared  for  the  Lord.” 

John’s  preaching,  baptifm,  and  fingular  life, 

being  in  the  defer:  till  the  time  of  his  fhewing 

unto 
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tfnto  Ifrael,  then  wearing  a  leathern  girdle,  and 
coat  of  camels  hair,  neither  eating  flcfh  nor  drink¬ 
ing  wine,  but  eating  locufts and  wild  honey, &c. 
wrought  greatly  on  the  minds  of  many.  They 
mufed  much  of  John  j  and  were  anxious  to  know, 
whether  he  were  the  C h r i ft  or  not.  John  de¬ 
clared  honeftly  he  was  not ;  but  that  he  was  vatlly 
unworthy ,  in  com  pari  fon  of  him — that  his  baptifm 
was  but  with  water ,  a  very  inferior  thing,  com¬ 
pared  with  Chrift’s — defigned  to  prepare  for  ir, 
and  juft  ferving  in  order  to  his  manifejlaticn  to 
.  Ifrael ,  and  then  to  decreafe  and  give  place  to  him 
and  his  baptifm,  which  is  to  inereafe ,  and  of  the 
increase  whereof  there  is  no  end. — John  was  truly 
modcft,  and  fought  not  to  defraud  Chrift  of  any 
of  his  glory  *  but  honeftly  and  openly  both  con- 
feffed  his  own  inferiority,  and  turned  the  people’s 
attention  from  himfelf  to  his  Lord,  faying,  “  be¬ 
hold  the  lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin 
of  the  world,”  John  i.  29.— Thus  the  time  haften- 
ed— the  ftate  of  things  ripened. — Indeed  the 
“  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffcred  violence.”  And 
the  minds  of  fome,  under  the  preffure  of  what  they 
felt  working  in  them ,  rufhed  into  it  2s  it  were  by 
force  that  is,  before  the  full  time  for  its  more  glo¬ 
rious  and  ample  difplay  and  eftablilhmenf,  which 

was  not  to  be  till  Chrift  had  fuffcred _ -Hence, 

fays  Jefus,  Mat.xi.  12,  “from  the  days  of  John 
the  Baptift,  until  now,  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
fuffereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by 
force.”  Their  hearts  were  fo  engaged,  and  the 
working  of  the  feed  or  leaven  of  the  kingdom  was 
fo  prevalent  in  them,  that,  as  it  were  by  a  kind 
of  violent  anticipation,  they  took,  or  obtained 
feme  real  poffeflion  and  enjoyment  of  the  pure 

antitypical  life ,  liberty,  power  and  fubltance  of 
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ific  fpiritual  kingdom  of  God;  before  that  mote 
glorious  out-breaking*  and  more  general  eftab* 
lifhment  and  exaltation  thereof  among  the  people, 
which  took  place  after  Chrift  had  fuffered,  and 
had  fulfilled  all  the  fymbolical  righteoufnefs  of 
figns  and  fhadoWS,  and  triumphed  ovef  them  all; 
nailing  them  to  his  crofs ;  thus  afeending  up  on 
high;  leading  captivity  captive,  and  bountifully 
giving  gifts  unto  mem 

And  why  is  the  kingdom  faid  to  fuffer  this  kind 
of  violence  from  the  days  of  John  the  Baptift,  but 
becaufe  the  power  of  his  miniftry,  his  living  tefti- 
morty  concerning  Chrift,  and  his  baptifm,  had 
greatly  wrought  upon  their  hearts  ?  John’s 
preaching  and  defeription  of  Ghrift’s  baptifm  was 
Very  awakening— he  ftruck  againft  all  falfe  depen¬ 
dencies — ^nothing  would  do  Ihort  of  fruits  worthy 
of  a  ftate  of  real  unfeigned  repentance:  no  claims 
of  outward  defeent  from  Abraham— nor  any  mere 
plungings  in  water,  no  partial  cleanfings  or  half¬ 
way  reformations ;  not  one  or  two  only,  but  every 
corrupt  tree  of  the  whole  heart  muft  be  hewn  down, 
and  caft  into  the  fire .  Thus  the  axe  was  now  laid 
to  the  very  root  of  the  tree ;  lopping  the  branches 
only  would  not  do— it  muft  come  to  thorough 
work,  even  to  burning  up  all  the  chaff,  and  ga¬ 
thering  the  wheat,  winnowed  therefrom,  into  the 
garner  of  the  Lord. — This  do&rine  was  fo  forcibly 
promulgated  by  John,  and  had  fuch  effect  upon 
fome  who  were  waiting  for  the  confolation  of 
Ifrael,  that  it  was  now  time  for  Jefus  to  fubmit 
to  John’s  baptifm,  in  order  to  the  fulfilment  of 
the  typical  righteoufnefs  thereof,  and  to  make 
way  for  the  word,  gofpel  and  antitypical  right** 
eoufnefe  of  his  own  inward  and  fpiritual  kingdom 

among 
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among  them. — Thus  urgent  and  prefixing  was  the 
hecefiity  of  our  Lord's  foon  entering  upon  his 
own  public  miniftfation  in  the  work  of  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel,  and  which  he  accordingly  did  en*- 
ter  upon  almoft  immediately  after  John's  imprifon- 
ment.—Well  therefore  might  he,  as  to  his  bap- 
tifm  in  water,  urge  it  upon  John  to  ccfuffer  it  to 
be  fo  now,”  juft  noWy  without  further  delay  ;  for 
thus  it  becometh  nsy  fays  he,  to  fulfil  all  right- 
eoufnefs.— Obferve  the  word  all — for  even  the 
molt  outward,  typical  and  decreafmg  inftitutions, 
that  had  really  been  of  God,  of  right  demanded 
veneration;  it  was  a  point  of  real  righteoufnefs 
rightly  to  obfervey  and  rightly  to  fulfil  them-. 
And  as  Chrift  came  to  cc  blot  out  the  hand-writ¬ 
ing  of  ordinances,  and  take  it  out  of  the  way/1* 
(fee  Col.  ii.  1 3)  and  fo  to  bring  his  people  to  a; 
fingle  attention  to  the  new  covenant  written  in  the. 
hearty  and  of  which  he  himfelf  is  mediator ;  it  did 
truly  and  highly  become  him,  feeing  he  carne 
not  to  redeem  from  the  bondage  of  the  law,  and 
rudiments  or  fhadows  of  good  things,  by  deftroy - 
ingy  but  by  fulfillingy  to  unite  with  John  in  ful¬ 
filling  water  baptifm,  for  that  could  no  more; 
pajs  rightly  awayy  till  it  was  fulfilledy  than  any 
other  outward  ordinance.— All  the  Jhadows  were 
but  for  a  time,  and  to  end  in  the  fubftance — -and  fo 
faithful  was  Chrift  in  all  his  work  and  office,  that 
he  would  not  fuffer  a  jot  or  tittle  to  pafs  from  the 
law,  till  all  was  fulfilled.  Hence  on  the  fame 
ground  he  fays  to  John,  “  it  becometh  U9  to  fulfil 
all  righteoufnefs.”  The  righteoufnefs  of  that  or¬ 
dinance  of  water  bapti[my  was  at  beft  but  under 
or  during  the  law  of  outward  commandments,. 
Immerfion  in  water  was  enjoined  and  had  oftea 
been  pra&ifcd  among  the  Jews  before,  and  bap- 
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tilm  was  in  fome  fort  and  on  fome  occafions  ufetf 
as  an-initiatory  ordinance  among  them,  John  in- 
•  deed  ufed  it  fomewhat  differently,  but  Doth  he 
himfelf  and  his  baptifm  were  previous  to  the  abro¬ 
gation  of  the  ceremonial  law*  which  continued  In- 
force  till  feveral  years  after  he  had  quite  fulfilled 
his  courfe,  even  till  our  Lord’s  refurredtion. 

Indeed  Jefus  himfeif  enjoined  its  pun&ual 
obfervance  ;  fo  true  is  the  Apoftle\  teflimonyy 
that  he  was  <c  made  under  the  law,”  Gal.  iv.  4$ 
and  was  under  tutors  and  governors  till  the  time 
appointed  of  the  Father,  verfe  2  :  fo  that  the 
expreffions  of  the  law  and  Prophets  prophecying. 
until  John,  ,  are  of  no  more  authority  to  difprove 
John's  being  ftriftly  under  the  law>  than  they  are 
to  difprove  hiss  being  ftriftly  a  Prophet . 

Christ  declares  him  a  Prophet,  yea  and  more 
than  a  Prophet.  And  his-being  more  than  a  Pro¬ 
phet,  is  the  true  ground  of  this  dillinftion  re- 
fpefling  the  law  and  the  Prophets  prophecying 
until  John  ;  not  that  either  the  law  or  the  Pro* 
phets  had  then  ceafed ,  but  John,  as  great  a  Pro¬ 
phet  as  any  born  of  woman,  and  as  truly  under 
the  law,  was  alfo  fo  much  more  than  a  Prophet* 
that  he  was  the  immediate  forerunner  of  our  Lord  ; 
a  voice'  proclaiming  him  not  as  coming  afar  off* 
but  as  then  {landing  among  the  people,  or  as  it 
were  a  finger  pointing  direftly  to  him,  as  then 
come  in  that  body  of  flefii.  And  it  is  remarka¬ 
ble,  how  much  John’s  preaching  and  tdlimony 
concerning  Chrifl  are  confined  to  his  foul-purify¬ 
ing  baptifm .  Thisf  and  a  plain,  full  and  repeat¬ 
ed  dedination  and  defeription  of  the  very  great 
difference  between  this  and  that  with  water,  feernt 
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to  be  the  main  fcope  and  fubjefl:  with  John.  And 
there  is  much  divine  wifdom  and  propriety  in  its 
being  fo  ;  for  John  was  the  only  administrator  of 
water'  baptifm,  even  Specially  ordained,  and  Sent 
of  God,  as  fuch.  He  ran  not  of  himfelf,  as  it  is 
to  be  feared  many  now  do;  God  Jent  him,  yea 
fent  him  exprefsly  to  baptize  with  water>  ac¬ 
cording  to  John  i.  33  ;  and  why  ?  plainly  <f  that 
Chrift  might  be  made  rnanifeft  to  irrael>>>  as  before 
noticed. 

Now,  therefore,  as  baptifm  in  water  was  that 
peculiar  outward  action,  or  ordinance,  which 
was  chofen  and  directed  of  God,  to  prepare  the 
way  of  his  Son,  introduce  and  rnanifeft  him  ta 
IJrael ;  we  may  depend  upon  it,  it  was  hecaufe 
he  would  have  him  Specially  manifefted  and  intro¬ 
duced  to  their  notice  and  acceptance,  as*  the 
great  gofpel  baptizer,  refiner  and  purifier  of  fouls* 
— In  fhort,  the  baptifm  of  Chrifl  comprehends  fo 
much,  fo  nearly  all,  in  the  work  of  fan&ification^ 
and  creation  anew  in  him,  that  the  Father  Al¬ 
mighty,  in  his  unlimited  goodnefs,  and  good 
will  to  men,  took  Special  care  that  John,  the  pre¬ 
parer  of  his  way,  in  the  power  and  Spirit  of  Elias, 
Should  be  exprefsly  Sent  before  him,  baptizing  in 
water ,  as  a  lively  refemblance  and  representation 
of  his  great  work,  in  thoroughly  cleanfing  the 
floor  of  the  heart .  This  was  John's  proper  bufi- 
nefs.  Hence  he  is  repeatedly  and  almoft  con¬ 
stantly  called  John  the  Raptift>  or  baptizer ,  as  Some 
translate  it.  He  went  before  the  face  of  the  Lord, 
(baptizing  men's  bodies)  to  prepare  his  way  as 
the  baptizer  of  fouls.  For  this  reafon,  he  dwells 
almoft  wholly  on  the  defeription  of  Chrift' s  bap- 
ti/m}  the  manner  of  his  effe&ing  it,  the  operations 

and 
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and  e  free  Is  of  it,  and  the  very  great  fuperiority  of 
it  to  thaj;  of  water. 

/In  words,  he  fully  and  forcibly  inculcates,  that 
•  in  its  complete  operation  it  effedts  an  entire  puri¬ 
fication — no  corrupt  or  even  unfruitful  tree  is  to 
be  left— nor  chaff  remaining  with  the  wheat. — * 
The  fire  of  this  haptifm  is  holy,  yea  the  fire  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft ;  and  where  the  heart  fubmits  to  its 
influence,  it  is,  fo  long  as  filth  remaineth,  truly 
unquenchable ;  it  burns  till  all  is  confirmed,  till 
the  drofs,  and  tin,  and,  what  is  more,  the  repro¬ 
bate  filver  (however  fpecious  in  appearance,  and 
current  among  many  for  true  devotion,  and  real 
religion)  is  feparated  and  done  away  from  the 
gold  ;  for  the  veffels  in  the  Lord’s  houfe  fpiritu- 
ally  are  made  of  beaten  gold,  fuch  as  have  endured 
the  Lord’s  fire,  and  been  refined  in  his  furnace ; 
for  this  only  can  bear  the  hammer,  fo  as  thereby 
to  be  beaten  and  formed  into  chofen  veffels  in  his 
holy  houfe,  which  cf  holinefs  becometh  forever.” 
See  Pfalm  xciii.  5.  And  as  his  houfe  is  a  houfe 
of  holinefs,  fo  the  way  of  his  ranfomed  is  a  “  way 
of  holinefs;  the  unclean  fhall  not  pafs  over  it,” 
Ifai.  xxxv.  8,  £Jone  can  walk  in  it  but  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  they  are  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghofl, 
and  purifying  fire,  and  thus  made  fit  veffels  for 
the  Lord’s  houfe  \  for  the  Prophet  Zachariah,  xiv. 
21,  winds  up  his  prophecy  of  gofpel  times  with  a 
pofitive  declaration,  that  in  that  day  “  every  pot 
in  Jerusalem  and  in  Jq^ah  fhall  be  holinefs  untp 
die  Lor 4  of  Hoffs.” 

That  this  ftate  might  be  attained,  we  have 
feen  that  John’s  defeription  of  Chrift's  baptifm> 
even  to  the  very  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  and  Ju¬ 
dea, 
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dea,  outwardly  (though  I  think  little  of  locality 
in  this  cafe)  reprefents  it  as  effecting  thorough  pu¬ 
rification,  as  perfecting  holinejs  in  the  fear  of  the 
ford.  And  this  he  not  only  teaches  in  words,  but 
Jhews  them  in  his  manner  of  baptizing,  plunging 
them  all  over  in  water,  as  if  he  would  have  rivet¬ 
ed  it  in  their  minds,  that  nothing  fhort  of  com¬ 
plete  fatisfa&ion  would  anfwer. 

He  indeed  baptized  them  in  water,  and  even 
in  that ,  though  merely  a  figure  of  the  one  gof,  el 
laptifm ,  he  plainly  held  forth  perfection,  or  perfect 
clt-anfing,  or  why  did  he  warn  them  all  over?  If 
Chrift’s  baptifm  effedh  only  a  partial ,  half-way 
cleanfing  in  this  life,  would  not  ^partial,  half-  way 
wajhtng,  or  Jprinkling ,  more  properly  have  repre- 
fented  it,  and  therefore  have  been  a  more  proper 
way  to  have  prepared  the  way  of  the  Lord,  and 
furthered  his  manifeftation  to  Ifrael  ? 

Surely  his  forerunner  ought  Jo  to  prepare  his 
way,  as  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  him,  and  of  his  work ; 
and  Jo  to  represent  and  fhadow  out  his  baptifm,  as 
to  raife  proper  fentiments  and  defires  in  the  well 
difpofed  refpedting  it.  And  this,  in  faft,  he  was 
very  careful  to  dp  ;  for  as  he  was  fo  much  more  than 
a  Prophet ,  that  he  was  fpecially  appointed,  and 
fent  to  prepare  Chrift’s  way,  and  eminently  to  con¬ 
tribute,  by  that  very  fignificant  figure ,  towards 
his  proper  manifeftation  to  Ifrael,  he  fell  not  be¬ 
hind  the  reft  of  the  Prophets  in  teftimony  to  the 
fulnejs  and  completenefs  of  that  baptifm,  whereby 
.  Chrift  faves  his  people,  not  in  but  from  their  fins. 
He  was  fo  faithful  to  his  truft,  that,  not  fatisfied 
with  repeated  metaphorical  illuftrations  of  it  by 
word  of  mouth,  as  of  the  axe,  fan  and  fire ,  yea 


unquenchable  fire,  all  centering  in  one  point,  that 

of  abfolute  and  full  purification  ;  he  went  one  ftep 
further;  he  dipped  great  numbers  of  them  fo  to¬ 
tally  into  the  water,  that  if  they  would  underftand 
any  thing  oy  it  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  Chrift’s 
baptilm,  they  could  fcarcelv  underftand  any  thing 
Ihort  of  what  was  typically  intended  by  it.  And 
having  thus  powerfully  prepared  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  by  preparing  the  people  to  receive  him  in 
the  adimmftrauon  of  that  baptifm  which  favts  the 
foul  from  fin,  it  was  nova  time  for  the  Lord  him- 
felf  to  be  baptized,  in  that  verv  figure  by  which’ 
his  baptifm  was  thus  ftrikingly  reprefented  ;  not 
to  perpetuate  it,  and  induce  the  people  to  think 
more  highly  of  jt  ;  but,  quite  on  the  contrary,  fo 
far  to  fulfil  it,  as  to  make  way  for  that  reprefented 
by  it.  For  thofe  outward  obfervances,  by  which 
the  fubftance  was  reprefented  (as  the  figure  of  a 
man  reprefents  the  man  it  is  the  figure  o fj  were 
none  of  them  any  more  the  fubftance  itfelf,  than 
the  figure  of  a  man  is  the  man. 

Some  are  very  fond  of  the  mere  piflure,  the 
WfoMs  figure  of  their  deareft  friends,  in  their  ab- 
fence-,  but  few  are  fo  weak  as  to  pay  much  regard 
to  the  fibiure,  when  they  are  in  aftual  enjoyment 
of  the  prefence,  the  endearing  company,  and  fweet 
converfation  of  their  friends.  Water  baptifm  is 
not  a  whit  more  the  baptifm  of  Chrifi,  than  the 
figure  of  a  man  is  the  man.  And  they  who  are 
now  baptized  therewith,  and  eat  and  drink  out¬ 
ward  bread  and  wjne,  in  remembrance  of  Chrift, 
have,  in  thefe  performances  abftrabledly,  no  more  of 
the  real  baptifm  and  flipper  of  the  Lord,  than  a  man 
may  have  of  his  friend,  in  the  pibiure  of  him.  I 
fay  not  that  a  man  cannot  ufe  thefe  things,  and  at 

the 


-  .  .. 


C  2  3  ) 

the  lame  time  enjoy  fomething  of  the  fubftance  \ 
fignified  by  them.  A  man  may  enjoy  fomething 
of  the  real  and  delightful  prefence  of  his  friend , 
and  yet  have  his  piblure  in  the  room,  and  fome- 
times  look  at  it ;  but  whenever  his  attention  is  fixed 
elojely  upon  the  picture >  it  is  infallibly  diverted  m 
the  fame  proportion  from  hie  friendy  though  then 
alive  and  prefent.  And  fo  it  is  in  thefe  figurative 
obfervations.  In  proportion  as  they  arc  objedts 
of  attention,  the  mind  is  diverted  from,  or  hops 
Ihort  of  the  thing  fignified.  And  hence  I  think 
it  generally  holds  good,  that  thofe  who  are  very 
tenacious  of  them,  mod  zealous  in  their  ufe,  urge 
them  the  mod  prcftingly  on  others,  and  mod  li¬ 
berally  cenfure  and  condemn  thofe,  who,  believ¬ 
ing  them  to  be  no  gofpel  ordinances,  corlfcien- 
tioufly  decline  them  ;  are  lefs  livingly  fenfible  of 
the  life  and  fubfiancey  than  fome  others,  who, 
though  they  all'o  ufe  them,  are  far  lefs  built  up 
in  and  tenacious  of  them.  At  the  very  bed> 
they  are  but  Jhadows  of  the  good  things . — “  If  thine 
eye  be  (ingle”  (to  the  light  of  Chrid)  u  thy 
whole  body  (hall  be  full  of  light.”  See  Mat.  vj\ 

22.  Only  keep  thine  eye  fingle,  and  fixed  upon 
the  outward fun>  and  the  fhadow  will  be  behind 
thee ,  and  out  of  thy  fight.  Turn  about,  and  fix 
thine  eye  full  on  the  fhadowy  and  then  the  fun  will 
be  behind  tbee>  and  whild  thou  art  fixed  in  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fhadowy  thou  wilt  fee  little  or  nothing 
of  the  face  of  the  fun.  Thus  fo  me  who  begin  in 
the  Spirit ,  turn  about,  and  feek  to  be  made  perfect 
in  the fiefa,  or  in  outward  ordinances.  But  grant¬ 
ing  thy  attention  not fingly  to  the fij ado w,  yet  try  it 
a  thoufand  ways,  and  thou  fhalc  never  be  able  to 
pay  either  lefs  or  more  attention  thereto ;  but  thou 
wilt  be  obliged  to  have  thy  attention  proportion¬ 
ally 
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ally  lefs  to  the  fun ,  than  it  would  be,  wert  fhou 
equally  attentive,,  and  that  attention  fingly  directed 
to  the  fun.-— In  like  manner,  the  man  whofe  eye  is 
fingle  to  the  divine  light  of  Jefus  in  his  own  heart, 
and  whofe  attention  is  fteadily  to  the  work  of  his 
haptifm  there,  has  as  much  more  true  and  fubftan- 
tial  experience  of  the  blefFed  and  faving  operation 
and  eftedb  thereof,  than  the  man,  who,  equally  at¬ 
tentive,  fuffers  his  attention  to  be  divided,  and 
partly  diverted  to  the  outward  figures  as  a  man 
in  clofe  and  fingle  attention  to  the  fun ,  has  ?nore 
of  its  light,  and  fees  more  of  its  real  brightnefs 
and  glory,  than  he  who  observes  an  equal  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  whole,  but  fuffers  it  to  be  divided 
between  the  fun  and  the  Jkadow.~* And  this  I  take 
to  be  the  very  ground  and  reafon  of  our  Lord's 
faithful  fulfilment  of  all  fuch  figurative  right  eouf 
nefsy  that  fo  his  fervants  might  prefs  forward  to  the 
fubftance  fignifiecL  and  figured  out  thereby. 
Paul  told  the  Galatians,  ce  if  ye  be  circumcifed, 
Chrift  (ball  proficyou  nothing,1'  Gal.  v.  2.  This 
muff  amount  to  thus  much  at  leaft,  that  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  they  relied  on,  or  were  taken  up  with 
attention  to  that  outward  performance,  they  were 
diverted  from  Chrift— and  this  is  juft  as  true 
of  water  haptifm ,  and  every  other  outward  fym- 
bol. — I  fuppofe  many  may  readily  drink  it  down, 
that  fo  certainly  as  a  man  is  outwardly  circumcifed9 
he  can  have  no  benefit  at  all  from  Chrift ,  who  yet 
think  outward  haptifm  an  ordinance  of  his  gofpel : 
but  what  found  reafon  can  be  given*  why  one  out¬ 
ward  ordinance,  once  abfolutely  commanded  of 
God,  but  now  ceafed  in  point  of  obligation,  to 
give  place  to  the  fubjlance  once  fignified  by  if, 
fhould  fo  much  more  effe&ually  prevent  our  being 

profited  by  Chrift*  than  another  outward  ordinance, 

in 
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in  like  manner  once  commanded  of  God,  but: 
long  fince  as  fully  ceafed  in  point  of  obligation, 
and  for  the  fame  reafon,  to  give  place  to  thefub- 
ftance  ? 

The  truth  is,  every  outward  bbfervation  what¬ 
ever,  fo  far  as  it  diverts  the  mind  from  inward 
attention  to  the  work  of  C h ri ft,  fo  far  it  prevents 
effectually  our  being  profited  by  him.  And  I  am 
forry  to  perceive  fuch  numbers  of  profeffing 
thriftians  ftriving  fo  hard,  as  I  think  they  do,  to 
make  thefe  things  ferve  as  a  fubftitute  for  that 
which  is  faving.  They  evidently  fubftitute  water 
baptifm  inftead  of  Chrift’s;  for  they  do  not  fcruple 
to  call  it  the  one  baptifm  of  the  gofpel.  They 
exprefly  maintain  it  to  be  Chrift’s,  and  apply  to 
ft  many  texts  which  evidently  fpeak  of  far  deeper 
matters  ;  as  baptifm  into  Chrift,  into  his  death,  &c. 
and  that  which  fpeaks  of  the  baptifm  which  now 
haves  us,  although  the  text  itfelf  declares  it  is  not 
the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the  flefb  (the  proper 
work  of  water)  yet  they  infift  it  is  water ;  and  fo 
make  it  out,  if  they  fubftantially  make  out  any 
thing  by  it,  that  a  figure  Javesus.  Let  none  there¬ 
fore  marvel  that  Chrift  was  fo  careful  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  in  water,  in  order  to  fulfil  it,  before  he  would 
go  forth  publicly  into  that  work,  wherein  he  was 
to  be  the  baptizer  of  fouls  to  falvation  ;  for  fince 
we  find  that  even  his  Jo  doing  is  laid  hold  of,  in 
direft  contradiction  to  the  whole  fcope  and  defign 
of  it,  and  urged  as  a  proof  of  its  continuance, 
how  much  greater  would  have  been  the  influence 
of  his  example,  towards  continuing  a  figure  in 
preference  to  the  fubftance,  had  he  firft  publiflied 
his  own  everlafting  gofpel  and  baptifm,  and  after 
that  been  baptized  himfelf  in  water ,  and  fo  bap- 
"  i E  '  tized 
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tisr'ed  others  ?  But  as  it  feerns  he  intended  not  t& 
baptize  others  in  water,  doubtlefs  to  guard  againft 
the  force  of  example;  fo  neither  would  he  be  f$ 
baptized  himfelf,  after  he  had  once  began  his  own 
public  and  foul-baptizing  miniftry  ;  but  very  care¬ 
fully  did  what  he  had  to  do  in  outward  fulfilment 
of  that  type,  both  before  he  began  his  faid  mini  (try* 
and  before* he  had  gathered  any  difciples,  yet  fo  as1 
to  be  after  the  reft  of  the  people  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  had  been  baptized;  for  it  would  not 
have  feemed  fo  proper  for  him  to  fob  m  it  to  an’ 
ordinance  that  was  figmative  of  his  own  baptifm, 
for  the  fpecral  purpole  of  fulfilling  it,  before  its 
ad  mini  ft  rat  or  had,  for  fome  little  time  at  leaft, 
praftifed  it:  but  now  John  having  baptized 
many,  and  raifed  their  hopes  of  a  more  fpirituai 
and  foul-faving  baptifm,  or,  as  Luke  has  it* 
“  when  aH  the  people”  (meaning  doubtlefs  there 
about  Jordan)  <c  were  baptized,  it  came  to  pafs 
that  Jefus  alfo,  being  baptized,”  &c.  and  we  da 
not  read  of  John's  ever  baptizing  another  perfcm 
there  afterwards. 

Now  therefore,  as  already  evinced,  was  the 
fuitable  time  for  Jefus  to  be  baptized.  And  though 
this  was  done,  as  before  urged,  not  to  perpetuate 
that  fign,  but  exprefly  to  fulfil  it,  that  fo  all  that 
kind  of  ceremonial  righteoufnefs  might  be  fulfil¬ 
led,  and  not  a  jot  or  tittle  of  it  pafs  any  otherwife 
away  ;  yet  this  hindered  not  the  propriety  of 
John's  continuing  his  preaching  and  fervice  in 
that  fign,  in  other  places,  a  while  longer,  in  or¬ 
der  to  (Thrift's  manifeftation,  and  the  preparation 
of  his  way  before  him,  there  alfo ,  until  nearly  the 
time  that  Chrift  began  to  publifh  the  word  openly 
in  and  from  Galilee  :  though  before  Chrift  would 
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do  this,  John  had,  as  already  proved,  fnijhed  bis 
eourfem  that  figurative  difpenfation,  and  our  Lord 
had  particularly  heard  of  his  imprifonment.  Af¬ 
ter  which,  going  into  Galilee,  he  foon  entered 
upon  the  publication  of  that  fpiritually  baptizing 
word,  and  gofpel  miniftration,  which,  as  before 
obferved,  began  from  thence,  after  the  baptifm 
which  John  preached,  in  th ft  figure. 

When  John  proclaimed,  <(  behold  the  lamb 
of  God,”  two  of  John’s  own  difciples  immedi¬ 
ately  “  followed  Jelus,”  John  i.  36,  37,  as  did 
feveral  others  foon  after;  for  John’s  preaching, 
&c.  had  now  in  good  degree  prepared  their 
minds  to  follow  him,  as  foon  as  they  knew  him. 
But  the  difciples  of  John  do  not  appear  to  have 
gone  from  him  to  Je/us,  as  from  one  outward  bap* 
tizer  to  another.  We  have  no  account  of  their 
receiving  baptifm  in  water,  after  they  became 
followers  of  Jefus,  As  that  was  not  hi but 
John’s,  there  was  no  need  of  repeating  it  upon 
thofe  who  had  been  John’s  difciples.  But  had 
that  of  water  been  Chrift’s,  and  yet  dift in£t  from 
John’s,  they  would  doubtlefs  have  received  it.— 
John’s  preaching  and  baptifm  in  water  do  notap* 
pear  to  have  prepared  the  way  of  the  Lord,  by 
preparing  people  for  a  fecond  baptifm  in  water  j 
but  by  preparing  them  for  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  purifying  fire.  For  this  were  fome  hearts  at 
leaft,  if  not  many,  now  prepared. 

Now  therefore  cometh  Jefus  to  be  baptized  of 
John  in  Jordan  ;  for  it  was  now  time  thofe  knew 
him,  who  were  thus  prepared  for  him,  that  they 
might  receive  him.  His  thus  coming  to  John, 
gnd  being  firft  baptized  in  the  t$pt,  and  then  in 

the 
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the  antitype  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  heaven,  con¬ 
firmed  John's  knowledge  of  him,  and  gave  a  fair 
pccafion  for  him  to  point  him  out,  and  proclaim 
him  as  the  baptizer  and  Sayiour  of  fouls  to  the 
people  j  thus  opening  their  way  to  advance  from 
the  fign  to  the  Jubfiance ;  from  the  decreafm?  mi- 
mftration  of  himfelf,  the  fervant  and  forerunner, 
to  the  increafing  one  of  the  Son  and  Saviour. 
John  could  not  with  full  confidence  point  him 
out  to  them,  till  he  knew  him.  That  could  not 
in  proper  feafon  and  fucceffion  take  place,  by 
which  he  certainly  knew  him  to  be  the  »reat  gofi- 
pel  baptizer,  till  he  bad  firft  baptized  h?m  in  the 
figure,  feeing  the  figures  are  the  fihadows  of  good 
things  to  come  after  them.  Had  Jefus  received 
water  baptifm  much  fooner,  it  had  been  out  of 
feafon,  and  before  his  way  was  prepared  by  his 
forerunner.  Had  he  deferred  it  much  longer, 
■ft  had  deferred  their  knowledge  and  reception  of 
him,  whofe  hearts  were  now  prepared  for  him.— 
And,  moreover,  had  he  deferred  it  till  John  was 
caff:  into  prifon,  whence  he  never  came  out,  he 
could  not  haye  publicly  received  it  by  John;  by 
Which  reception  of  it  from  him ,  and  thus  rightly 
timed,  he  at  once  confirmed  it,  as  having  been  a 
fign  of  his  own  ;  fulfilled  it,  as  of  no  real  ufe  where 
his  own  is  livingly  known ;  and  gave  John  fair  op¬ 
portunity  clearly  to  know  him ,  and  proclaim  him 
the  lamb  of  Cod ,  that  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the 
world . 

Thus  John  teftified  of  Him  in  due  time,  agree¬ 
ably  to  Paul’s  exprefiipn,  i  Tim.  ii.  6,  “  who 
gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all,  to  be  teftified  in  due 
time.”  Having  feen  that  Chrift’s  baptifm  in  the 
figure  could  be  only  fuffered-,  feeing  the  figure^ 

precede, 
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precede,  point  to,  but  belong  not  to  the  gofpeI? 
land  that  now,  before  thp  figurative  diipenfation 
was  abolilhed,  was  the  only  proper  and  acceptable 
time  for  it.  Let  us  obferve,  who  were  the  only 
proper  perfons  to  fulfil  that  one  peculiar  fign  and 
figure  of  faving  baptifm—"  fuffer  it  to  be  fo  now , 
for  thus  it  becometh  us.”  John,  as  the  ordained 
adminiftrator  of  water  baptifm,  and  as  fuch,  and 
peculiarly  therein,  the  forerunner  of  Chrift,  and 
Chrift,  as  the  end  and  ender  of  all  types  and  Jha- 
dows,  were  the  identical  perfons  to  unite  in  fulfil¬ 
ling  this  decreafing  and  terminating  difpenfation. 
Hence  the  divine  propriety  of  the  word  us :  u  thu$ 
it  becometh  us."  But  what  to  do  ?  not  eftabliftt 
and  perpetuate  the  old  Mofaic  inftitutions,  in  a 
round  of  figns  and  ceremonies,  nor  any  other  new 
or  fomewhat  varied  obfervations  in  things  out¬ 
ward  and  fymbolical;  for  all  thefe  are  but  rudi - 
pients,  and  equally  weak  and  unappertaining  to 
the  pure  gofpel  ftate.  What  then  ?  why,  the  ex- 
aft  reverfe  of  all  this.  "  It  becometh  us  to  fulfil j” 
fulfil  what  ?  "  all  righteoufnefs.”  None  of  the 
great  and  folemn  ordinances  of  God  were  fo  out¬ 
ward  as  to  be  unworthy  of  fulfilment.  All  point¬ 
ed  to  Chrift,  and  to  his  work  and  kingdom  j  but 
this  of  water  baptifm,  as  now  ufed  by  John,  anti 
by  him  repeatedly  contrafted  with  Chrift’s,  or  the 
fwo  placed  by  him  very  pointedly,  as  type  and 
antitype,  required  our  Lord’s  fpecial  notice  and 
fulfilment,  previoufly  to  his  own  public  gofpel  mi- 
hiftration.  And  though,  as  then  ufed,"  it  was  in¬ 
troduced  the  lafi  in  courfe  of  the  great  fhadows, 
peculiarly  representative  of  Chrift’s  great  work  in 
men ;  yet  was  it  almofl,  if  not  quite,  the  firff 
fpecially  fulfilled  by  him, 

5  .  * 
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John’s  miniftration  in  the  fljadoty>  began  too 
near  the  meridian  fplendour  of  Chrift,  the  gofpel 
fun,  to  have  any  long  continuance  previous  to  hi  % 
glorious  manifeftation  to  Ifrael.-~-Even  outwards 
ly>  as  the  fun  advances  nearer  to  its  meridian  aL 
titude,  the  length  of  the  fhadow  decreafes. 
And  right  under  the  fun's  full  blaze,  the  fun  ber- 
ingin  its  zenith  point,  fhining  on  all  fides  cqualr 
ly,  the  fhadow  vanifhes,  or  at  leaft  is  under  foot. 
And  I  believe  it  has  inwardly,  even  in  refpeft  of 
baptifm,  yanifhed  quite  out  of  eftimation  and  no¬ 
tice  in  the  minds  of  fome,  as  the  fpiritual  fun  has 
gradually  &rifen  upon  them;  and  who  yet  have 
afterwards,  through  the  neglect  of  a  fingle  eye  to 
the  light,  gradually  receded  therefrom,  till  (as 
in  the  afternoon  outwardly)  towards  night,  in  pror 
portion  as  the  fun’s  warming  and  enlivening  in- 
fluence  is  leflened,  the  length  and  unfubftantial 
importance  of  the  empty  fhadow  has  greatly  in?* 
creafcd  with  them-*~they  have  eagerly  grafped  at 
the  fhadow,  which  in  itlelf  is  nothing  but  a  like- 
nejs  of  the  fubftance.^— We  all  know  a  fhadow  out¬ 
wardly  isr  nothing-rr-and  in  fpirituals  alfo  this  is 
fo  ftriftly  true,  that  Paul  fays,  cc  circumcifion  is 
nothings  and  uncircumcifion  is  nothing i  Cor. 
vii.  19  ;  and  it  holds  equally  in  outward  baptifm, 
and  the  fupper.-^-If  one  fhadow  were  any  thing  in 
the  gofpel,  another  might  as  well  be  fomething.*— 
Circumcifion  would  be  as  much  fomething  as 
Tjaptifm. — The  gofpel  excludes  them  all. 

Let  not  therefore  him  who  is  outwardly  bapr 
tized  fuppofe  he  has  therein  fomething  that  be¬ 
longs  to  the  gofpel ;  neither  let  him  who  rejefts 
it,  either  Quaker  or  other,  think  he  therefore  has 
fomething;  for  outward  baptifm  is  nothing 
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tfangelica),  and  the  mere  rejection  of  it  is  ti$- 
ibing.—i€  The  new  creature, ”  the  living  faith  of 
the  operation  of  God,  working  by  love,  is  all  in  all 
is  the  very  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  cf  the 
evidence  of  things  not  feen,”  Heb  xi.  i.  Thus 
neceffary  was  it  for  all  thefe  old  things  to  pafs 
away,  be  lhaken  and  fulfilled,  that  the  new  and 
living  fubftance,  which  cannot  be  fhaken,  may 
remain . — And  as  John  was  the  forerunner  of 
Chrift,  and  the  adminiftrator  of  water  baptifm, 
it  belonged  to  him  and  Jefus ;  they  were  the  us, 
to  whofe  allotment  it  properly  fell  to  fulfil  it. — 
Chrift  had  the  typical  righteoufnefs  of  divers 
other  figures  to  fulfil hence,  afterwards  he  cele¬ 
brated  the  paJfoVer ,  and  plainly  pointed  his  dif- 
ciples  to  the  antitype  of  it.  They  muft  eat  his 
fieih,  and  drink  his  blood,  or  have  no  life  in 
them.-  And  this  he  affures  them  is  fpiritual,  “  it 
is  the  fpirit  that  quickeneth,  the  fleffi  profiteth 
nothing,”  John  vi.  63.  And  even  John’s  work, 
in  fulfilling  thefe  things,  was  not  wholly  confined 
to  the  outward  baptifm  of  our  Lord.  His  con- 
ftant  teftimony  that  his  baptifm  was  but  with 
Water,  as  he  adminiftered  it  to  others,  his  lively 
and  contradiftinguifhing  defeription  of  ChriJTs ,  a$ 
that  which  effedts  entire  fandlification,  and  burns 
irp  all  the  chaff  (not  only  fin,  but  figurative  cere¬ 
monial  obfervations  :  for  thefe  are  as  chaff  to  the 
wheat,  and  as  trees  -  hat  bring  not  forth  any  real 
good  fruits  of  the  gofpel)  tended  much  tc*  exalt 
the  fubftance  above  all  figns  in  the  minds  of  the 
people.  And  when  once  the  fuhfianee  is  in  due 
eftimation,  and  properly  exalted  over  all  in  our 
minds,  under  the  gofpel,  the  Jign  immediately 
lofes  its  importance,  and  Chrift  becomes  all  in  all 
to  us. 

But 
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But  John  not  only  divers  times  repeats  the  Ini- 
porta nt  dis(lin£lion  between  baptifm  with  water ; 
and  that  with  the  Z/0/y  Ghojl ,  and  holds  to  view 
the  comparative  inefficacy,  and  decreafing  nature 
and  defign  of  the  one,  and  the  excellency,  all- 
fufficiency  and  increajing  nature  of  the  other:  he 
degrades  all  claims  of  the  rrtoff  eXa&l:  and  tenacious* 
adherents  to  ceremonial  inftitutions,  without  the 
heart-purifying  work  of  the  Lord. 

Even  the  zealous  Pharifees,  notWithftanding  al! 
they  could  boaft  of  relation Qi  ip  to  Abraham,  either 
by  blood,  by  circumcifion,  or  the  mod  Uriel  and 
fcrupuloUs  outward  6bfervance  of  the  whole  law 
<of  commandments,  contained  in  (the  fliadowy) 
Ordinances,  he  upbraids  as  a  generation  of  vipers ; 
and  plainly  intimates  to  them,  that  the  true  feed 
of  Abraharn  are  they  in  whom  the  axe,  the  fan 
and  the  fire  of  the  gofpel  make  thorough  work  ; 
and  that  in  this  way  God  is  able  to  faife  up  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  true  and  living  faith  of  faithful  Abra¬ 
ham,  of  fuch  whole- hearts  were  as  (tones.  There 
might  be  fuch  then  prefent,  whofe  difregard  to 
thofe  things,  wherein  lay  nearly  all  the  religion 
of  too  many  of  the  Pharifees,  v/as  fuch  as  to  ren¬ 
der  them  extremely  obnoxious  and  contemptible 
in  their  view,  and  who  yet  were  more  eafy  to  be 
brought  in  love  with  the  effen  rials  of  true  religion 
than  they  >  though  they,  in  the  fury  of  their  zeal 
againft  thefe,  might  (takingly  exhibit  the  viper  in 
fpirit,  I  believe  the  inward  feelings  and  outward 
deportment  of  many,  who  have  confiderable  zeal 
in  exteriors,  are  the  very  reverfe  of  this,  in  meck- 
pefs,  gentlenefs  and  love.  May  they  experience 
a  blcffed  increafe  herein  ;  and  may  all  ranks  and 

denominations  of  Chriftians,  beholding  the  excel- 
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lency  hereof,  and  its  vaft  importance,  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  all  party  attachments,  and  zeal  for  or 
againd  ceremonials,  more  and  more  prefs  after  it 
and  into  it  themfelves,  and  cherifh  and  promote 
it  in  each  other. 

J  .  r  •  ■  j  #  ■'  j-  r  .  •  t 

I  doubt  not  many  of  the  Pharifees  were  zeal- 
oufly  obfervant-  of  the  Mofaic  inftitutions,  bc- 
caufe  they  verily  believed  it  was  God's  will  they 
fhould  be  fo  (as  doubdefs  it  was  in  a  right  way 
and  dlfpofition.)  I  doubt  not  but  fome  of  thefe 
were  moral,  goodly  fort  of  men,  as  to  outward 
regularity,  uprightnefs  and  honed  dealing,  and 
here  they  reded,  well  fatisfied,  and  defpifed  the 
lefs  obfervant  and  lefs  regular.  But  here  red- 
ing  (even  though  they  might  be,  as  touching 
every  thing  merely  ceremonial,  or  even  merely 
moral;  pretty  blamelefs)  they  were  and  mud  be 
far  fhort  of  that,  which  in  every  age  of  the  world 
has  been  the  true  righteoufnefs,  riches  and  falva- 
tion  of  fouls,  Thefe,  as  well  as  the  more  impure 
and  grofsly  polluted  within,  John  wanted  to  alarm, 
and  fhake  from  their  falfe  reft,  and  fig-leaf  cover¬ 
ing  ;  that  they  might  come  to  know  the  pure 
and  living  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  that  works  by 
love,  purifies  the  heart,  giv^s  vidory,  removes 
mountains,  and  is  the  JubJiance,  being  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  God  in  the  heart;  not  a  mere  aflent  to 
certain  well-eftablifhed  fads,  nor  yet  merely  a  full 
and  firm  perfuafion  of  their  truth  and  certainty; 
but  areal  and  living  hold  on  Chrift  the  life,  in  in¬ 
ward  union  with  him;  by  a  deep  and  powerful 
working  of  the  holy  principle  of  light  and  life  in 

the  foul.  This  is  that  righteoufnefs  which  exceeds 
thatof  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  and  without  which 
Chrift  fays  we  cannot  enter  into  the  heavenly  king- 

F  dom. 
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dom.  See  Mat.  v.  20.  This,  in  fulnefi  efta^ 
blifhed,  .fupercedes  all  figns  and  fhadows.*  Hence 
John,  by  rejection  of  the  Pharisaical  dependence 
on  defcent  from  Abrahancr,  &c.  was  preparing  his 
way,  who  conning  after  him,  had  much  of  this 
nature  to  do,  among  that  fuperftitious  and  bigot- 
ted  people ;  who,  as  he  rightly  certified,  had  they 
been  truly  the  children  of  Abraham,  would  have 
done  the  works  of  Abraham  ;  but  not  being  truly 
his  fted,  in  the  heavenly  birth,  and  holy  princi¬ 
ple  of  life  and  immortality,  whereim  the  joint 
heirlhip  with  Chrift  ever  eon  lifted,  they  were 
foolifnly,  though  zealouily,  endeavouring  to  climb 
up  fome  other  way  ,  by  outward  performances, 
and  exact  obfervation  ©f  ordinances ;  a  kind  of 
righteoufnefs  which  never  gave  admittance,  or 
brought  into  the  kingdom.  And  as  men  have 
ever  been  prone  to  ftop  fhort  in  ehefe,  and  rely* 
more  or  lefs  upon  them,  as  things  of  Jubftantial 
benefit  in  them fe Ives ;  God  was  pleafed,t  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time,  to  fend  his  fan,  made  of  a  woman. 


made  under  the  law ,  and  purpofelv  brought  under 
the  obfervance  of  thefe  things,  for  their  fulfilment 
in  order  exprefsly  to  blot  out,  remove  and  take  out 
of  the  way  ;  that  a  more  Tingle  attention  might  take 
place  to  the  writing  .of  the  law  in  the  heart;  the 
very  life y  lum  and  fubflance  of  the  nev>  covenant a 
See  Jer.  xxxi.  33,  John’s  preaching  tended  di¬ 
rectly  to  prepare  tor  and  introduce  an  increafing  at- 
*  tention  to  thefe  great  things  within-,,  and  thus  pow¬ 
erfully  contributed  to  promote  that  living  acquaint¬ 
ance  with,  and  Tingle  dependence  on  the  Jub¬ 
ilance,  which  is  the  only  thing  that  ever  rightly 
qualifies  the  mind  to  fee  beyond,  and  thorough¬ 
ly,  underftandingly,  and  profitably  renounces  and 

relinquilhes  th cjign.  This  Was  fulfilling  his  com- 

million. 
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iniffion,  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord,  point¬ 
ing  out,  declaring  and  promoting  the  decreafe  6i 
all  figurative  righteoufneis,  including  even  that 
of  his  own  baft  if m  ;  and  affifting  in  the  fulfilment 
thereof,  in  order  to  the  increafe ,  eftablithment 
and  general  prevalency  of  that  which  was  before 
all  figns,  and  remains  to  the  faithful,  the  fum- 
mum  bonum,  the  one  good  thing  needful,  the 
life  and  fubftance  of  all  true  religion. 


C  H  &  P.  IL 

John's  baptifm  Jlill  in  ufe  after  Chrift  was  baptized ; 
and  on  what  grounds ,  Why  John  muft  decreafe. 
Why  the  leaf  in  the  kingdom  is  greater  than  he. 
Water  baptifm  never  a  gofpel  ordinance ,  any  more 
than  burnt  offerings ,  :circumcifiony  &c.  Chriffs 
transfiguration  clearly  fhows  all  thefe  done  away 
together  y  and  water  baptifm  as  much  as  any  of  them , 
though  afterwards  fometimes  ufed  in  condefcenfiony 
_  as  divers  other  figures  were.  John  feen  in  the 
mount  as  Elias .  Peter's  conduct  with  Corne¬ 
lius  ,  no  perpetuation  of  water ;  but  rather  a 
prudent  condefcenfion.  2 fie  full  difperfation  of 

Chrifty  is  God  and  man  in  union.  Man  prone  to 
imagery.  Signs  were  ever  by  indulgence.  A  touch 
upon  the  paffover.  Chrift  eating  it , points  to  its  an - 
iitype}  the  inward  feafty  and  communion  of  faints, 

A  LTHOUGH  on  very  fufficient  grounds., 
Jf\  as  already  evinced,  our  bleffed  Lord  received 
that  baptifm  which  was  figurative  of  h\sowny  and  fu 
far  as  in  that  manner  behoved  him  fulfilled  it 
previoufiy  to  his  entrance  on  his  own  public  mi- 

niil  ration. 
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piftration,  in  preaching  the  gofpel,  yet  for  hi* 
further  manifeftation  to  Jfrael  in  fome  other 
places,  that  watery  fign,  and  the  preaching  ac¬ 
companying  it,  were  afterwards  continued  by 
John,  till  fome  little  time  before  the  blefied  Jefus 
began  his  faid  public  miniftry;  and  the  difciples  of 
Jefus  having  learned  that  baptifm  of  John,  and 
underftanding  it  was  for  their  Lord-s  manifeiftation 
to  Ifrael,  they  alfo  pradtifed  it,  and  doubtlefs  with 
a  view  and  defire  of  his  more  extenfive  and  fpeedy 
manifeftation  among  the  people  j  though  we  have 
no  account  that  Chrift  ever  at  all  encouraged 
them  therein,  but  an  exprefs  affurance  that  he 
“  himfelf  baptized  not,”  John  iv.  2.  Perhaps 
he  might  have  no  objection  (as  ceremonials  were 
yet  in  ufe,  as  a  fchool-mafter  leading  to  himfelf, 
the  life  and  fubftance,  the  pure  gofpel  ftate  not 
generally  commencing  till  after  his  refurredion) 
to  their  baptizing  others,  as  John  had  them,  in 
th z  figure :  well  knowing  that  occafion  might 
thereby  be  taken  to  turn  the  mind  profitably  from 
that  likenefs  of  entire  cleanfing ,  to  the  neceffity  of 
the  thing  itfelf \  his  own  Javing  baptifm  j  and 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  very  defign  pf  water 
baptifm,  as  ufed  by  John.  No  other  need  of  it 
feems  ever  to  have  exifted  ;  and  no  other  end 
feems  to  have  been  aimed  at,  by  the  divine  wif- 
dom,  in  fending  John  baptizing  in  that  manner. 
It  was  to  that  end  well  adapted,  and  to  that  only. 
—And  that  John  knew  this,  feems  evident  by  his 
declaring  that  baptifm  was  for  Chrift’s  manifefta¬ 
tion,  by  his  l'o  conftantly  pointing  from;'/ to  its  *  an¬ 
titype,  the  baptifm  that  faves  the  foul  ;  and  by  his 

acknowledgment 

*  The  word  in  the  common  tranfiation  rendered  figure^  1  Pet.  iii. 
21;  fpcaking  of  the  baptifm  which  now  faves  us  is  amity  pon  ;  and 
furtly  it  is  the  antitype,  ami  not  the  type  or  figure,  that  is  laving. 
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acknowledgment  that  himfclf  muft  decreafe,  and 
Chrift  increafe.  Had  John  been  the  adminiftra- 
tor  of  a  gofpel  ordinance,  and  therein  abodp 
faithful,  he  might,  inftead  of  decreafingy  haye  in- 
creafed  therein  :  but  being  the  adminiftrator  of  a 
figurative  ordinance,  in  its  very  nature,  end  and 
defign,  decreafing  he,  as  its  adminiftrator,  muft 
decreaje :  for  though  as  great  a  Prophet  as  any 
born  of  woman,  yea,  as  Chrift  declares,  “rpuefy 
more  than  a  Prophet/’  the  immediate  forerunner 
and  preparer  of  the  way  of  the  Lord  ;  yet  truly* 
as  the  Lord  himfelffyrthcr  aflerts,  Mat.  xi.  a,  “  he 
thatisleaft  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  greater 
than  he  /’  that  is,  greater  than  John,  as  John  the 
Baptift :  for  it  is  exprefsly  as  John  the  Baptift, 
fhat  Chrift  fays  this  of  him  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  ic 
will  forever  hold  true.  For  though  as  a  faint  and 
fervant  of  God,  as  a  Prophet  of  the  Moft  High, 
John  was  great,  yea  very  great  in  the  heavenly 
kingdom,  “  a  burning  and  a  fhining  light/’  as 
thrift  ftill  further  tpftifies,  John  v.  35,  yet  that 
gofpel  kingdom  which  John  proclaimed  as  near  at 
band,  and  prepared  the  way  for,  being  void  of  all 
mere  figurative  ordinances,  and  operating  when¬ 
ever  it  cometh  in  its  full  glory  to  their  fulfilment, 
abolition,  out-blotting,  and  entire  removal  out  of 
the  way  3  the  leaft  in  the  pure  fpirituality  thereof, 
(having  feen  and  advanced,  beyond  and  to  the 
difufe  and  total  rejection  of  all  fuch  figns  and 
figures,  as  being  comparatively  mean  and  beg¬ 
garly  dements,  of  ufe  only  till  the  feed  came, 
and  at  btft  but  Ihadows  of  the  good  things  to 
come)  is  and  ever  muft  be  in  this  refpe<ft  greater 
than  John,  as  John  the  Baptift  3  the  adminiftra¬ 
tor  of  one,  though  a  very  fignificant  one,  of  thofe 
figurative  ordinances .  And  even  though  John 

Ihould 
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Ihould  fit  higher,  fhine  brighter,  and  be  far 
greater  in  the  kingdom  of  eternal  glory,  than  ma¬ 
ny  of  thefe,  yet as  the  Bap  till,  or  haptizer  in  water 
he  was  under  a  difpenfation  that  was  vaftly  low  in 
comparifon  of  that  pure  gofpel  ftate  which  thefe 
little  ones  all  witnefs  in  the  new  covenant  difpenfa - 
iion  ;  which  water  baptifm  could  no  more  be  a 
part  of,  ot  belong  to,  than  circumcifion,  burnt 
offerings,  or  any  other  rituals  of  the  Mofaic  dif¬ 
penfation.  And  if  Mo/csy  however  faithful  in  all 
his  houfe,  as  a  fervant,  rnuft  as  to  his  law  of  cere¬ 
monials,  his  difpenfation  of  figns  and  fhadows, 
decreafe  and  give  place  to  the  Son,  furely  fo  muft 
John.  The  weaknefs,  outwardnefs  and  infufH- 
ciency,  on  account  of  which  the  Jhadows  of  * 
Mofes  have  vanifhed,  are  as  apparent  in  water 
baptifm ,  as  in  any  of  thefe  and  it  is  of  as  much 
real  neceffity  that  this  be  decreased,  fulfilled  and 
ceale,  in  order  to  the  true  and  pure  enjoyment  of 
its  antitype ,  the  Javing  baptifm  of  Cbrifi,  as  that 
circumcifion,  and  the  divers  wafhings  and  offer¬ 
ings  of  the  law  fhould  ceafe,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
or  in  order  to  the  right  enjoyment  of  their  anti¬ 
type- 

•  ‘  .9  •  w  •  \  '  W  '  * 

It  is  rather  mournful  to  fee  fo  many  religious, 
good  people — people  who  love  God,  and  are  in 
good  degree  enlightened,  entangled  as  it  were  in 
the  bondage  of  outward  and  typical  ordinances, 
in  thefe  antitypical  gofpel  days.  What  volumes 
of  controverfy,  and  not  always  in  the  fweeteft 
temper,  have  been  and  are  written,  and  from  time 
to  time  even  unto  this  day  very  zealoufly  fpread, 
read  and  rejoiced  in,  which  yet  contain  little  or 
nothing  relative  to  the  life  of  God  in  the  foul,  the 
one  foul-faving,  fanftifying  baptifm  of  the  gofpel.. 

1  or 
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Dr  the  one  foul-fatiating  communion  of  faints 
and  fupper  of  the  Lord  ;  but  are  filled  with  lear  n¬ 
ed  or  unlearned  argumentation,  about  things  as 
foreign  to  the  true  Chriftian  life  and  diipeniatiorv 
as  the  faerificing  of  bullocks,  rams  and  lambs  ! 

I  feel  real  tendernefs  towards  thofe  who  arc 
not  yet  fo  tranflated  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  fons  of  God,  not  yet  fo  enlightened  as  to  rife 
fuperior  to  their  attachments  to  elementary  and 
figurative  obfervances  ;  and  I  wifh  not  unneceffa- 
rily  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  one  fincere  foul.  I 
know  feme  fuch  hold  water  baptifm,  and  what 
they  call  the  other  facrament,  in  great  veneration  ? 
and  X  do  fincerely  defire  them  not  to  take  offence 
at  my  freely  endeavouring  to  evince  them  to  be¬ 
long  not  to  the  gofpel.  It  is  love  in  great  fin- 
cerity  that  engages  me  to  fhew  them  that  thefe 
things  ftand  exactly  on  a  level  with  the  long  ceaf- 
ed  ceremonials  of  the  law,  in  point  of  obligation- 
under  the  gofpel.  It  would  be  as  ftridtly  a  gofpel 
eontroverfy,  were  men  now  to  write  volume  after 
volume  refpedling  the  due  and  precife  manner  of 
offering  the  ancient  daily  facrifice ;  as  is  that  about 
immeriion  and  fprinkling,  or  that  refpefting  the 
various  opinions  and  modes  of  adminiflration  in 
what  is  called  the  Lord's  fupper.  Thou  need 
have  no  more,  O  thou  true-hearted  Chriftian  tra¬ 
veller,  to  do  with  thefe,  than  the  former:  it  no 
more  imports  to  thy  real  gofpel  duty,  or  thy 
growth  in  the  divine  life,  to  underftand  and  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  moft  precife  manner,  according  to 
ancient  original  inftitution  and  ufage  in  thefe ,  than 
in  the  others .  Think  of  what  entire  infignificancy 
it  is,;  to  controvert  points  refpefting  the  offering 
•f  the  lambs,  one  in  the  morning,  the  other  at 

even,” 
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even,”  as  ordained  of  old  to  be  done  day  by  day 
for  a  continual  burnt  offering,  Num.  xxviii.  3',  4J 
Think  how  unimportant  to  difpute,  whether  a 
fifth  or  a  tenth  part  of  an  ephah  of  flour,  or  whe-, 
ther  mingled  with  a  third ,  fourth  or  eighth  part  of 
an  hin  of  beaten  oil,  would  now  under  the  gofpel 
be  the  molt  acceptable  meat  offering  to  the  Lord  ; 
ind  thou  mayeit  perhaps  perceive  or  obtain  &  true 
glimpfe  at  lead  of  the  real  infignificancy  to  thy  life 
and  duty,  as  a  Chrjftian,  of  all  the  elaborate  en¬ 
quiries  and  difcufflons,  refpedling  either  what  is 
the  proper  mode,  or  who  are  the  proper  fubjedls 
6f  either  the  one  of  the  other  of  the  facraments  Co 
called. 

f  ^  9  *  ,  *  i* 

But  feeing  many  pious  fouls  are  yet  under  the 
*uall  in  thefe  things,  wifhing  to  ferve  God,  and 
fearing  to  offend  him ;  and  feeing  it  is  much  for 
the  worldly  intereft,  emolument  and  popularity 
of  too  many  who  affume  the  character  and  office 
of  gofpel  minifters,  to  keep  them  flill  under  this 
Vail  and  covering,  and  in  brohdafge  to  the  beg¬ 
garly  elements  ;  I  am  willing  to  ufe  rfiy  endeavours 
to  evince  yet  more  fully  and  clearly  the  abfolutc 
Cdfation  and  difmiffion  of  figns  and  fymbols,  as  ne¬ 
ver  having  pertained  to  the  fulnefs  of  the  gofpel 
ftate.  I  think  this  is  clearly  exhibited  by  our 
Lord  at  the  transfiguration;  and  I  think  it  as 
much  includes  John ,  as  Mofes ;  as  much  water 
baptifm  as  circumcifion ;  and  as  much  the  paffo- 
ver,  as  burnt  offerings.  In  fhort,  it  is  evident 
to  my  mind,  that  the  whole  tendency  and  deflgn 
of  the  vifion  was  to  fhew  the  equal  difmiffion  of  all 
thofe  fiadows  of  the  good  things  to  come.  And 
that  for  this  reafon  ;  of  all  the  holy  men  of  old, 
all  the  great  types  of  our  Immanuel,  Mofes  and 

John 


John  in  the  character  of  Elias  appeared,  on  this 
wonderful  occafion,  with  Ch rift  and  his  dilciples 
in  the  mount.  None  die  would  have  fully  an- 
fwered  the  defign  of  the  transfiguration.  But 
thefe  two,  rep  refen  ting  the  complete  body  of  figns 
and  ceremonies,  were  the  identical  perfons  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  disappear  to  them,  and  in  teftimony 
of  the  difannulling  of  all  thofe  foregoing  ordi¬ 
nances,  as  the  wafhiogs,  oblations*  &c.  under 
Mofes,  were  but  figns ,  and  but  until  the  full 
coming  in  of  the  difpenfation  of  life  and  fub- 
ftance  :  and  as  the  baptifm  ufed  by  John  was  al¬ 
io  but  a  fign,  fo  now,  in  exhibiting  the  entire 
abolition  of  both,  our  Lord  in  fome  fort  did  it 
bv  way  o f  fign  or  reprefenta'iion .  And  as  it  re¬ 
quires  fpme  fpirituaj  difcernment,  clearly  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  offerings,  water  baptifm,  &c.  never 
were  nor  could  be  more'  than  figns  and  figures * 
what  they  were  particularly  the  figns  and  figures 
of,  how  long  they  were  properly  ufed,  and  when 
utterly  abolifhed;  fo  does  it  alfo  require  fome 
true  illumination  from  on  high,  to  read  and  un¬ 
der  (land  the  myftery  of  the  transfiguration,  and 
to  fee  plainly  that  the  whole  drift  and  defign  of  it 
was*  to  teach  us  that  the  gofpel,  the  kingdom* 
the  baptifm  of  Jefus,  are  all  inward  and  lpiritual, 
the  antitypical  right soufnefis,  which  remains,  and 
ever  will  remain  to  the  true  church;  though  all 
that  typical  righteoufads,  which  Chrilt  fpake  of 
in  his  anfwer  to  John,  introdudory  to  his  baptifm 
in  the  figure,  be  fulfilled. 

When  God  would  fhow  Abraham,  Gen.  xv„ 
that  his  feed  fhouid  be  a  Itrangcr  in  a  land  not 
theirs,  and  after  four  hundred  years  afflidion 
<c  come  out  with  meat  fubftance,”  he  ordered 

G  ‘  him 
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hirri  to  take  an  heifer,  Ihe  goat,  ram,  turtledove, 
and  a  young  pigeon.  Dividing  feveral  of  thefe  in 
the  midft,  he  “  laid  each  piece  oneagainft  ano¬ 
ther.”  And  when  the  fun  was  going  down,  a 
deep  deep  fell  upon  Abraham,  and  lo,  “  an  hor¬ 
ror  of  great  darknefs  fell  upon  him  and  further 
it  “  came  to  pafs,  that  when  the  fun  went  down, 
and  it  was  dark,  behold  a  fmoking  furnace,  and 
a  burning  lamp  thatpafied  between  thofc  pieces.” 
A  very  ftriking  reprefentation  of  Ifrael’s  iron  fur¬ 
nace  of  affliftion  in  Egypt,  and  the  burning  lamp, 
or,  as  the  margin  reads,  “  a  lamp  of  fire,”  very 
beautifully  betokened  their  joyful  deliverance, 
when  long  after  the  angel  of  the  Lord  led  them  by 
a  “  pillar  of  fire”  from  the  fevere  exadtions  of 
their  hard-hearted  enemies  and  tafk-mafters. — 
Thus  dealt  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  with  his 
favoured  fervant,  good  old  Abraham ;  by  ftrik¬ 
ing  reprefentations  fhewing  him  things  to  come, 
and  divers  other  inftances  of  fomewhac  fimilar  re¬ 
prefentations  might  be  adduced. 

But  pafiing  them,  we  come  now  to  that  very 
important  one,  the  transfiguration,  and  to  unfold 
a  little  its  genuine  import  and  meaning,  according 
to  the  degree  of  underftanding  received.  I  Ihall 
firft  endeavour  to  evince,  that  it  was  John  the  Bap- 
tifi  who,  with  Mofes,  appeared  in  the  mount, 
though  under  the  denomination  and  character  of 
Elias.  It  is  clear  that  John  was  the  Elias,  that  is 
the  Elijah,  whom  the  Lord  by  the  Prophet  pro- 
mifed  to  fend  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord,  Mai. 
jit.  i,  4,  5.  This  promife  Mark  recites  exprefsly 
as  fulfilled  in  the  coming  and  fervices  of  John, 
Mark  i.  a,  “  as  it  is  written  in  the  Prophets,  be¬ 
hold 
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hold  I  fend  my  mefienger  before  thy  face,  which 
fiiall  prepare  thy  way  before  thee.  ’ 

That  this  was  John ,  is  further  evident  by 
what  the  angel  faid  to  John  s  father,  good  old  Z a- 
charias,  Luke  i.  1 6,  17,  “  many  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  lhall  be  turned  to  the  Lord  their  God — 
and  he  lhall  go  before  him  in  the  fpirit  and  power 
of  Elias,”  &c.  Indeed  Chrift’s  own  words  are 
Full  to  the  purpofe;  he  pofitively  declares,  Mat. 
xi.  14,  “  if  ye  will  receive  it,  this  is  Elias,  which 
was  for  to  come but  as  he  did  not  mean  that 
Elias  was  actually  come  again  in  perfon,  but  that 
John  was  come  "  in  the  power  and  fpirit  of  Elias,” 
as  before  mentioned;  he  adds,  verfe  15,  know¬ 
ing  how  outward  the  people’s  minds  were,  and 
how  fpiritually  dull  they  were  of  hearing,  “  he 
that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.”  He  doubt- 
lefs  knew  that  many  could  not  fo  hear  as  to  be¬ 
lieve  and  receive  it,  in  its  naked  Signification,  es¬ 
pecially  as  John  had  denied  his  being  Elias.  Thefe 
are  contradi&ions  to  mere  human  wifdom :  the 
ear  that  underftandingly  hears  them,  the  Lord 
alone  openeth. 


John  fpake  truth  from  the  heart ;  for  when 
they  afked  him,  “  what  then,  art  thou  Elias  ?” 
John  i.  21,  they  were  fo  carnal  and  outward  in 
their  ^pprehenfions,  that  doubtlefs  John  faw  they 
fo  little  underllood  the  Scripture  prophecies  and 
promifes,  that  they  were  looking  for  the  perfonal 
coming  of  Elias  from  heaven ;  and  perhaps  in  a 
fiery  chariot,  his  afeenfion  or  taking  up  having 
Eeen  reprefented  as  in  a  chariot  of  fire.  John, 
anfwering  their  queftion  according  to  their  fenfe 
in  afleing  it,  faith,  “  I  am  not thereby  harmo- 
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nioufly  coinciding  with  Chrift’s  defign  in  fpeak- 
ing  in  parables  ;  for  Chrift  thanked  his  Father 
that  he  had  “  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and 
prudent,  and  revealed  them  unto  babes/’  Mat* 
xi*  5.  Thefe  babes  are  the  fame  with  thofe 
who  have  ears  to  hear ,  and  Chrift  fpake  in 
parables  to  concur  with  his  Father  in  hiding  thefe 
things  from  the  pryings  and  inveftigations  of  this 
world’s  wifdom  and  prudence  :  "for  when  cc  the 
diiciples  came  and  Taid  unto  him,  why  jpeakeft 
thou  unto  them  in  parables?”  Mat.xiii.  iq,  cc  he 
anfwered  and  faid  unto  them,  becaufe  it  is  given 
unto  you  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  but  to  them  it  is  not  given,”  verfe  n  ; 
and  in  conformity  to  thefe  defigns  of  Chrift  and 
the  Father,  to  make  foolifh  the  wifdom  of  this 
world,  John  anfwered,  that  he  was  not  Elias  ;  as 
truly  he  was  not  in  the  fenfe  of  the  queftton,  and 
yet  in  the  fenfe  of  heaven  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
he  was  indeed  Elias,  yea,  the  only  Elias  that  was 
fent  in  fulfilment  of  the  promife,  to  prepare  the 
way  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  So  that  had  he  not  come 
in  the  power  and  fpirit  of  Elias,  the  promife,  for 
aught  that  appears,  had  utterly  failed. 

This  point,  thus  clearly  eftablifhed  in  the  fa- 
cred  records,  contributes  much  towards  a  right 
underftanding  of  the  transfiguration.  The  trans¬ 
actions  of  this  ever  memorable  and  important 
fcene,  I  have  no  doubt,  were  defigned  to  unfold, 
as  far  as  thofe  who  law  and  heard  them,  or  thofe 
who  fince  read  them,  have  “  ears  to  hear,”  the 
deep  mvftery  of  the  three  difpenfations  of  Mofes, 
John  and  Jefus— the  entire  gaffing  away  of  all 
that  was  but  typical  in  the  two  former ,  as  things 
liable  in  their  very  nature  and  in  the*defigns  of  in¬ 
finite'* 
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finite  wifdom  ever  meant  to  be  (baleen  and  re¬ 
proved  ;  that  fo  the  latter ,  the  difpenfation  of  life 
and  fuhftance,  the  pure  fpiritual  unfhadowy  gof- 
pel  and  kingdom  of  Chriil,  as  things  that  cannot 
be  fhakm  or  removed,  might  with  greater  clearnefs 
Succeed,  and  remain . 

To  this  purpofe,  the  Lord  of  this  glorious  dif¬ 
penfation,  after  teftifying  that  feme  then  Jlanding 
there  fhould  live  to  fee  it— that  is,  fhould  <c  not 
tafte  of  death  till  they  had  fetn  the  kingdom  of 
God  come  with  power,”  Mark  ix.  i— in  order  to 
prepare  fame  .of  his  difciples  for  a  more  extenfive 
and  clear  difeovery  of  its  purely  fpiritual,  anti- 
tvpical  nature  and  glory,  and  to  give  as  it  were  a 
clue  to  the  fame  difeovery  to  others  (lee  Mat.  xvii, 
Mark  ix.  Luke  ix.)  in  that  and  after  ages,  “  ta- 
ketjh  with  him  Peter,  and  James,  and  John”  (three 
eminent  inftruments  in  the  primitive  church) 
<c  and  ieadeih  them  up  into  an  high  mountain, 
apart  by  themfelves,”  This  mav  fhew  us,  that  in 
order  to  a  clear  reception  of  divine  knowledge, 
our  minds  mud  both  ajeend above  and  be  Separated 
from  the  bufy  feenes  of  mere  earthly  joys,  cares 
and  alTociations,  as  it  were  into  the  mount  of  fe- 
queftration,  into  an  holy  abftraftion  of  foul,  where 
angels  afeend  and  defeend,  and  the  converfe  is  at 
times  with  God.  <£  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let 
him  hear.”  Here  our  Lord  “  was  transfigured 
before  them,  and  his  raiment  became  fhining,  ex¬ 
ceeding  white  as  inow,  foas  no  fuller  on  earth  can 
white  them.  And  there  appeared  unto  them  Elias , 
with  MqfeSy  and  they  were  talking  with  Jefus. 
And  Peter  anfwered  and  faid  to  Jefus,  Mafter,  it 
is  good  for  us  to  be  here.”  Alas!  too  many  think 
it  is  good  to  retain  the  long  fince  fulfilled  and  abro¬ 
gated 


gated  fymbols  of  good  things,  to  this  very  day; 
and  not  content  with,  or  not  enough  acquainted 
with  the  one  true  tc  tabernacle  of  God,  that  is  in¬ 
wardly  with  men,”  Rev.  xxi.  3,  are,  with  Peter, 
for  building  three,  in  order  to  retain  a  little  from 
the  ceremonies  of  Mojes,  as  the  palTover  (which 
they  dignify  with  the  name  of  the  Lord’s  fupper) 
and  a  little  from  John  (here  feen  as  Elias ,  in 
whofe  life,  poyyerand  l'pirit,  John  came)  to  wit, 
water  baptifm.  So  Peter,  ignorantly  thinking  it 
good  to  remain  where  all  three  might  have  place  to¬ 
gether,  propofeth,  or  afks  liberty,  as  followeth  : 

“  let  us  make  three  tabernacles,  one  for  thee,  one 
for  lylofes,  and  one  for  Elias ;  for  he  wift  not 
what  to  fay,”  Mark  ix.  1,  7.  In  very  deed,  he 
wifi  not,  or,  according  to  Luke’s  account,  knew 
not  what  he  /aid:  knew  not  that  this  propofal 
itruck  dire&ly  againft  the  fmplicity  of  the  gofpel, 
and  was  contrary  to  the  life  and  defign  of  the  trans¬ 
figuration. 

He  was  for  buildings  which  belong  not  to  the 
gofpel  day  ;  tabernacles  for  thofe  whole  difpenfa- 
tions  were  but  preparatory  to  that  which  is  purely 
of  Jefus :  for  there  was  a  cloud  that  overlhadowed 
them.  Oh!  that  it  may  be  feen,  and  daily  eonfi- 
dered,  how  exaflly  this  is  the  cafemow,  with  thofe 
who  ftill  think  it  good  to  remain  under  the  Iha- 
dows.  Is  not  the  cloudy?///  over  them?  The 
ftgns  under  Mojes  and  John  (here.  Elias)  pointed  . 
men  to  Chri/l ;  but  the  full  difpenfation  of  Jefus, 
is  nothing  fhort  of  God  and  man  in  heavenly  union. 
As  then  in  him,  fo  now,  in  all  the  feed,  all  his  true 
difciples,  there  is  a  real  joining  and  uniting  of 
the  life  of  man  in  and  with  the  life  of  God  in  the 

foul. 
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foul.  *•  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  mi  fpi- 
rif,”  Cor.  vi.  17- 

This  is  livingly  taught  us  in  the  Chrift  of  God 
being  truly  both  the  Son  of  God  and  tnc  Son  of 
man .  Here  all  preceding  difpenfations  end ;  the 
figns  are  fupercedcd  ;  Chrift  becomes  our  one  life  in 
the  heavenly  felloWhip,  and,  as.  Paul  fays,  “  I 
live;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me/'  Gal.  ii. 
20.  Here  we  enjoy  the  true  riches  and  glory  of 
his  inheritance  in  the  faints ,  which  is  Chrift  in  us 
the  hope  of  glory.  SeeEph.i.  18,  Col.i.  27.-— 
What  can  all  the  Jhadows  of  the  good  things  to 
come  do  for  thofe  who  poffefs  and  enjoy  the  good 
things  themfelves,  are  led  unto,  live  and  a  cl  in 
the  life  and  fubftance  pointed  at  by  all  the  types 
and  figures  of  old  ?  Did  Chriftians  know  a,nd 
enjoy  this  royftery  in  its  tme  fulnefs  and  glory, 
all  old  things  would  be  done  away  ;  for  here  all 
things  become  new ;  all  things  of  God-,  here  wears 
complete  in  Jefusy  in  whom  the  fulnefs  dwells;  and 
have  no  need  at  all  of  figns  to  perfect  us  in  our 
Chriftian  duty:  no  need  of  outward  waftiing, 
being  wafhed  in  his  blood,  inwardly  fprinkled,  to 
the  cleanfing  of  the  heart;  no  need  of  outward 
circumcifion — our  circumcifion  and  baptifm  are  in 
Chrift — into  death  with  him ,  putting  off  the  body 
of  the  fins  of  the  fielh :  no  need  of  eating  bread 
and  drinking  wine,  in  remembrance  of  him,  fee¬ 
ing  he  has  become  our  life ;  we  enjoy  his  foul-fa- 
tiating,  his  all-confolating  prefence — he  fups  with 
us,  and  we  with  him — eating  the  bread  of  life,  and 
drinking  the  new  wine  of  falvation  with  us  in  the 
heavenly  kingdom  of  his  Father,  inwardly  and  fpi- 
ritually — where  all  types  ccafe  forever — where  the 
faith  which  is  the  very  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for, 

the 
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the  new  creature  in  this  union  of  God  and  man,  is 
till  in  all.— Here  every  thought  is  <c  brought  into 
captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift/’  ii.  Cor. 
x.  5.  No  mere  outward  obfervations  can  add  any 
thing  ufeful  to  this  date  ;  and  this  is  the  reaftm 
why  they  muft  and  do  here  ceafe.  The  reafori 
why  they  were  once  ufed  was,  that  men  were  too 
much  alienated  from  the  life  and  fubftance — -they 
were  ufed  as  outward  pointers  to  the  inward  life, 
~When  the  refurrection  of  Chrift  the  life  is  fully 
known  in  us,  all  mere  ligns  are,  and  in  the  very 
nature  of  things-  muft  be,  entirely  fupercedecL 
Till  then,  we  may  be  in  a  ftate  of  mixture,  as 
■many  are  with  their  three  tabernacles,  one  for 
Jefus ,  one  for  John,  and  one  for  Mofes.  Hence 
the  figurative  difpenfation  was  not  altogether  abo~ 
lifhed  outwardly ,  till  Ch rift’s  outward  refurrection  ; 
this  being  generally  the  cafe  in  the  inward.  Thofe 
4Who  have  not  known  this  pretty  fully  in  themfelvesi 
are  moftly  fome  way  or  other  relying  more  or  lefs 
on  outward  things  >  but  they  whofe  life  is  fully  and 
truly  in  him>  who  is  the  refurreftion  and  the  life,  are 
got  beyond  all  improper  reliance  on  any  thing  but 
the  life  of  Jefus  in  them— this  is  the  plain  reafon 
why  the  antitypical  baptifm,  which  now Javes  as,  is  by 
the  rejurreftion  of  Chrift— n ot  by  wafning  in  water 
to  put  away  the  filth  of  the  for  though  fome 

of  the  translators  ufe  the  word  figure  in  a  text  which 
fpeaks  plainly  of  this  fpiritml  baptifm,  it  is  not  fa 
in  the  Greek.  The  original  word,  as  already 
noted,  is  antitypon :  fo  that  the  faving  baptifm, 
there  fpoken  of,  and  which  is  by  the  rcfurre&ioit 
and  life  of  Chrift,  is  not  a  figure ,  but  the  very 
antitype  itjelf.—  Had  Peter  known  this  at  the  time 
of  the  transfiguration,  as  well  as  he  did  when  he 
wrote  his  epiftles,  it  is  in  no  wife  probable  that 
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he  would  have  thought  the  building  of  taberna¬ 
cles,  for  the  retention  of  figns  and  lhadows,  a 
gofpel  labour :  but  feeing  Peter  was  as  yet  fo  far 
from  a  clear  underftanding  of  the  nature  and  pure 
fpiritualicy  of  the  gofpel,  as  to  propofe  three  taber¬ 
nacles  even  then,  Juft  when  Chrift  was  fpecially 
opening  the  dijmiffion  of  all  but  one,  that  is  “  the 
tabernacle  of  God”  that  “  is  with  men,”  Rev.  xxi. 
3  j  let  none  marvel  that  this  fame  Peter  afterwards 
commanded  the  houlhold  of  Cornelius  to  be  bapti¬ 
zed  in  water,  a  thing  in  no  wife  ftrange  for  him  to 
do,  even  though  it  had  not  been  done  merely  in 
condefcenfion,  as  there  is  much  reafon  to  believe  it 
was.  He  remained  for  fome  time  too  outward 
and  limited  in  his  ideas;  he  did  not  know  that 
the  gofpel  was  an  univerfal  thing,  extending  to 
Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews— fo  that  a  wonderful  vi- 
fion  was  vouchfafed,  to  remove  his  fcruples,  and 
induce  his  vifit  to  Cornelius- — and  when  there, 
God  gave  him  words  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  and 
which  being  delivered  in  the  evidence  and  demon- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit,  and  with  divine  power,  were 
eminently  inftrumental  to  their  hptifm  with  the 
Holy  Ghojl  who  heardhim,  even  in  fuch  a  remarkable 
manner,  that^at  his  firft  utterance,  as  he  began  to 
/peak,  the  Holy  Ghoft  fell  on  them. 

This  at  once  ft  ruck  Peter,  as  being  an  exad 
and- gracious  performance  of  the  promiftbry  word 
of  the  Lord  Jcfus— <i  John  indeed  baptized  with 
water,  but  ye  lhall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft.”  See  Ads  xi.  35,  16.  For  this  baptifm 
was  now  1b  evidently  difpenfed  through  Peter’s 
preaching,  that  he  immediately  remembered  this 
precious  promifeof  our  blefTed  Lord — which  had 
been  very  illy  applied  by  him  to  the  Holy  Ghoft 
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falling  on  them,  had  that  not  been  ftriftly  the 
baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  intended  by  the 
promife — nor  indeed  can  any,  who  clearly  know 
this  baptifm,  think  ftrange  of  Peter’s  recollecting 
this  promife,  and  applying  it  to  what  took  place  at 
this  memorable  feafon  ;  nor  is  there  any  doubt 
with  me  but  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  brought  it  to 
his  remembrance,  and  fhewed  him  it  was  now  actu¬ 
ally  performed  through  himfelf  as  an  injlrument -,  for 
God  had  truly  and  eminently  enabled  him  to  ex¬ 
ecute,  in  a  very  exadt  and  ftriking  manner,  the 
great  commiffion  of  our  Lord,  Mat.  xxviii.  19, 
which  was  to  teach,  baptizing  not  teach,  and  then 
baptize,  as  two  feparate  adts ;  but  by  teaching  in 
the  power  and  efficacy  received  from  on  high,  they 
were  to  baptize  them  into  the  very  name,  that  is,  the 
life  and  power,  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghoft. — And  into  this  name,  life  and  power,  Peter 
did  baptize  them  :  they  received  it  as  he  fpake  un¬ 
to  them,  which  exadlly  anfwered  the  commiffion, 
“  teach,  baptizing .” 

No  marvel,  then,  that  he  immediately  re¬ 
membered  Chrift’s  promife,  “  ye  lhall  be  bap¬ 
tized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  —feeing  the  bap- 
ti final  influences  thereof,  attendant  upon  his 
powerful  preaching,  were  fo  livingly  in  fulfilment 

thereof. _ Neverthelefs,  as  water  had  been  in 

great  eftimation,  it  feems  Peter  thought  beft  to 
condefeend  to  the  weaknefs  of  thoie  young  con¬ 
verts,  and  of  his  Jewiffi  brethren  then  prefent, 
as  his  Lord  and  Matter  had  again  and  again 
qracioufly  condefeended  to  him  in  his  weaknefs.— 
So  he  commanded  them  co  be  baptized  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  he  could  not  have  done  better  in  their  weak 

ftate,  and  efpecially  as  none  appeared  to  forbid  n, 

which 
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which  it  is  probable  he  might  not  know  but  forne 
then  prefent  might  have  authority  to  t  o,  or  is 
mind  began  now  to  be  confiderably  enlarged j 
clearly  perceived  (which  he  leems  not  to  lave 
known  before)  that  God  was  no  refpeaer  of  per- 

fons,  of  Jew  more  than  Gentile,  &c-  Indeed  the 
very  query,  “  can  any  man  forbid  water  &c. 
Afts  x.  47,  is  an  appeal  to  men,  and  bel peaks 
iiatc  of  hefitation,  or  uncertainty.  Nor  is  his  he- 
fuancy  at  all  to  be  admired  at,  things  having  fo 
wonderfully  altered  in  his  view  in  a  Jhort  time 
paft;  and  the  anointing  of  truth,  that  brings  all 
things  to  remembrance,  having  juft  now.  revived 
in  his  mind  the  fweet  and  precious  promife  of  his 
dear  Redeemer— “  John  indeed  baptized  with 
water,  but  ye  fhall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghoftj”  which  he  could  not  hut  fee  and  know  was 
then  through  him  gracioufly  taking  place  upon 
thefe  Gentiles  ;  it  is  by  no  means  ftrartge  that  he 
doubted  the  propriety  of  baptizing  them  in  water . 
It  had  been  much  ftranger,  had  he  not  doubted 
it,  efpeciallv  as  water  was  the  very  thing  which 
our  Lord,  in  the  words  now  brought  to  Peter  s 
remembrance,  had  pointedly  oppofed  to  his  own 
baptifm;  that,  as  a  thing  which  bad  been-,  his 
own,  as  what  Jhould  be:  Peter  therefore  plainly 
feeing  the  latter,  might  well  doubt  the  further  ufc 
of  the  former,  efpecially  among  Gentiles,  feeing  its 
very  defign  was  that  Chrift  might  be  manifeft  to 

IfraeL 

Cornelius  and  his  family  were  not  of  Ifrael; 
and  if  they  had  been,  why  continue  the  fign  in 
prefence  of  the  fubjlance,  unlefs  in  condefcenfion 
to  the  weaknefs  that  could  not  readily  relinquifh. 
it  ?  It  is  evident  enough  that  Peter  did  not  think 

it 
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it indijpenftble,  or  he  would  Scarcely  have  put  the 

prietv°toafltfV1'~”Jhert  iSuVery  litt,ero0m  in  pro- 
priety  to  afk  another  whether  that  can  be  forbidden 

which  we  know  ourjelves  we  are  Indifpenfibly  en- 

jorned  and  commanded.-Water  bapdfm  was  not 

dJnb  yCt  PetCr  rationally 

doubt  whether  it  would  give  Satisfaction  to  omit 

/’?. ,  .  fo  ™'?Iu  cautioufly  put  the  queftion,  to  feel 
out  their  minds  j  not  really  knowing  but  that  feme 

.mi8ht ■  kvingly  open  its  abolition , 

and  fo  fatisfyingly  declare  its  non-effientiality,  that 
all  the  reft  would  have  been  perfeftly  fatisfied  with 
the  omiffion  of  it. — But  none  doing  this,  and  it 
being  a  new  cafe,  Peter  it  feetns,  defirous  of  net¬ 
ting  through  fafely,  and  without  hurting  ^any 
tender  mind,  and  knowing  that  his  koto  command¬ 
ing  it  done  need  not  perpetuate  it  (nor  does  it,  any 
more  than  James’  directing  to  anoint  the  Pick  with 
oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  perpetuates  that)  but 
that  after  mature  confederation,  and  when  the 

r^j  would  bear  it,  it  might  be  quite  laid 

afide,  did  on  this  occafion  command  it  to  be  done ; 
and  it  might  really  be  fafeft  and  beft,  at  that  time, 
fo  to  do  j  nor  was  this  and  the  anointing  with  oil 
the  only  ceremonies  that  were  (till  at  times  conde¬ 
scendingly  ufed,  fome  time  after  the  abrogation 
of  figns  and  figures,  as  to  any  further  obligation. 


A  well-timed  condefcenfion  to  the  weaknefs 
of  others,  is  an  excellent  thing — but  let  none  now 
delight  to  dwell  in  the  weaknefs,  and  therein  weak¬ 
ly  confider  the  condefcenfion  exercifed  at  a  time, 
wherein  it  was  evidently  a  very  nice  and  difficult 
point  to  know  how  to  proceed  fo  as  to  hurt  no 
one,  cither  Jew,  or  Greek ;  as  eftabliffiing  an 
ordinance  of  perpetuaLobligation  under  the  gofr 

pel, 
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pel,  that  difpenfation  of  life  and  fubftance  pointed 
to,  by  fuch  outward  obfervation.  For  fo  far  is 
that  condefcenfion  from  affording  any  juft  pre¬ 
tence  for  fuch  a  conclufion,  that  we  have  great 
reafon  to  believe  that  even  Peter  himfelf,  foon 
after  this,  became  quite  clear  to  omit  water  bap- 
tifm  entirely,  as  a  figurative  thing,  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  gofpel ;  for  we  don’t  find  he  ever  after¬ 
wards  once  ufed  or  ordered  it  adminiftred  to  any  : 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  do  find  he  defcribes  the 
baptifm  that  now  faves  us  as  quite  another  th  ing> 
and  as  being  effected  by  the  refurreblion  of  Chrijl 
the  life,  to  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience.  And 
indeed  it  muji  be  foj  for  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is, 
and  in  its  own  pure  nature  tnuft  be,  void  of  any 
mere  outward  and  figurative  obfervations — and 
to  hold  it  forth  fo,  in  its  genuine  purity,  and 
ftripped  of  all  thefe  figns  of  both  John  and  Mofes  : 
-—we  find  there  was  a  voice  heard  out  of  the 
cloud,  juft  after  Peter’s  propofal  to  build  three 
tabernacles,  at  the  time  of  the  transfiguration. 
Mat.  xvii.  Mark  ix.  Luke  ix.  28,  &c.  <c  faying, 
this  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  him,”  35.  A  very 
timely  admonition  indeed,  and  fufficient,  one 
might  fuppofe,  to  prevent  all  who  underftand  it 
from  wifhing  to  build  three  tabernacles,  or  to  retain 
any  of  the  mere  fhadows  of  either  Mofes  or  John, 
as  circumcifion,  the  paflover,  or  water  baptifm, 
now,  fince  they  are  all  end$d,  and  Chrift  is  to  be 
heard  in  all  things. 

Whilst  the  cloud  overshadowed  them,  they 
were  for  three  tabernacles  (they  knew  not  that 
Mofes  and  John  mull  not  be  retained)  but  when 
the  divine  voice  brake  through  the  cloud,  they 
had  their  attention  called  fingly  to  Jefus.  But 

further. 
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further,  that  no  confirmation  fliould  be  wanting, 
and  as  it  were  in  order  to  fet  ir  home,  and  feal  it 
forever,  that  this  was  the  true  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  glorious  vifion,  and  of  the  voice  from 
the  excellent  glory,  we  find  that  immediately  up¬ 
on  their  hearing  faid  voice,  even  “  fuddenly  when 
they  had  looked  round  about,  they  faw  no  man 
any  more,  fave  Je/us  only ,  with  tbemfelves” 


Here  is  the  genuine  fimplicity  of  Chrift’s  fpi- 
ritual  kingdom,  and  gofpel,  beautifully  and  in- 
ftru&ively  difplayed. — Here  thole  things  that  were 
of  a  nature ,  and  in  defign,  to  be  fliaken ,  fulfilled 
and  done  away,  are  removed ;  and  that  only  which 
cannot  be  fhaken  remains.  This  is  fihaking  not 
the  earth  only,  but  alfo  heaven  ;  not  fin,  and  car¬ 
nality,  and  earthly-mindednefs  alone-,  but  here  a 
great  part  of  many  people’s  religion,  and  what 
they  think  belongs  to  the  very  kingdom  of  heaven , 
and  gofpel  of  Jefus,  are  fhaken  and  removed  out 
of  the  way  ;  yea,  things  once  of  God  himfelf  or¬ 
dained,  as  flriking  fhadows  of  the  good  things  to  come , 
but  ever  by  him  defigned  to  vanifh,  in  the  full  pre¬ 
fence  and  enjoyment  of  the  good  things  themfelves, 
Blelfed  are  they  who  “  have  ears  to  hear,”  and 
hearts  to  underftand,  and  faith  to  follow  the  lamb 
of  God  wherefoever  he  leadeth,  even  to  the  lofs  of 
all  their  own  buildings,  their  own  righteoufnefs, 
and  creaturely  performances,  til!  they  come  to 
ceafe  from  their  own  works,  as  God  did  from  his. 

_ Thefe  fhall  be  eftablifhed  as  Mount  Sion,  that 

fh all  never  be  removed;  and  being  preferved 
from  fubje&ion  to,  or  from  touching,  tailing  or 
handling,  thofe  outward  ordinances,  which  con- 
fid  in  things  that  perifh  with  the  ufing,  iball 

know  the  Lord  to  be  one ,  and  his  name  one-,  and 

living 
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living  and  ferving  the  one  Lord,  in  the  life,  love 
and  viftory  of  the  faints  one  true  faith,  a 
know  affuredly  that  there  is  but  one  true  gofpel 
baptifm,  “  not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the 
flefh  (or  outward  body,  which  is  the  work  of  out¬ 
ward  walking)  bur  the  anf'wer  of  a  good  confcience 
towards  God,  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrilt. 

_ For  thefe  fhall  know  him  to  be  “  the  refurredhon 

and  the  life”  to  and  in  their  own  fouls  :  Chrift  in 
them  the  hope  of  glory,  and  fhall  have  no  hope  or 
confidence  in  any  outward  fprinklings  or  dippings, 
eatings  or  drinkings,  as  pertaining  to  the  work 
of  falvation. 

The  fubftantial  “  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience” 
is  not  known  without  the  refurredlion  of  Chrift  in 
the  foul-,  but  this  known  in  fuinefs  ever  makes 
“  perfect,  as  pertaining  to  the  conlcience  ;”  which 
yet  cannot  be  experienced  but  through  the  putting 
offthe  body  of  the  fins  of  the  flefh.  “  For  though 
the  baptifm  that Javes,  is  not  the  putting  away  the 
filth  of  the  flefh,”  that  is,  the  outward  filth  of  the 
body  ;  yet  it  ever  does  put  away  the  finful  filth  of  the 
flefhly  mind  ;  this  is  the  very  work  and  defign  of 
it-  Hence  its  adminiftrator  has  his  fan  in  his 
hand ,  to  winnow  the  ebeff  from  th t  wheat -,  his 
foap,  like  th t  fuller,  to  walk  and  cleanfeaway  the 
filth ;  and  his  fire,  like  the  refiner,  to  feparate  the 
drofs  from  the  gold-,  yea,  purely  to  purge  away  all 
the  drofs,  tin,  *and  even  reprobate  filver,  and  burn 
up  thechafi’ with  unquenchable  fire;  thus  cleanf- 
ing,  and  that  thoroughly,  the  vtr\  floor  of  the  heart. 
— This  is  the  baptifm  that  faves,  the  work  of  him 
who  faves  <c  his  people  from  their  fins,”  not  in 
them.  It  is  therefore  altogether  befide  the  true 
meaning  of  Peter’s  words,  “  not  the  putting  away 

the 
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the  filth  of  the  fiefh,”  to  fuppofe  he  meant  that 
the  facing  baptifm  he  there  fpake  of  does  not 
cleanlc  from  Jin,  or  put  away  our  finful  filth  9 
but  that  it  is  an  outward  ordinance,  which  muft 
befubmitted  to,  juft  to  anfwer  a  good  confciencc 
in  that  particular  refped,  without  any  reliance  up¬ 
on  it  as  to  fanftification  from  fin  ;  which  conftruc- 
tion  I  have  often  known  it  gloffed  with,  by  the 
pleaders  for  elementary  baptifm. 

But  is  it  not  ftrange,  that  men  of  fenfe  fliould 
confent  to  believe,  that  the  baptifm  which  now 
Javetb  usy  doth  not  fave  us  from  fin>  doth  not  put 
away  the  finful  filth  of  the  fiefh?  If  Peter  fpake 
truth  when  he  faid  u  baptifm  doth  alfo  now  fave 
us,”  he  muft  fpeak  of  the  one  faving  baptifm. 
There  never  was  but  one  thing  that  could  fave  t 
<c  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the 
wafhing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,”  Where  this  is  livingly  witnefled, 

the  refurredion  and  the  life”  of  Cnrift  is  always 
known,  and  therein  cc  the  anfwer  of  a  good  con¬ 
fidence  towards  God”  takes  place,  to  a  degree  of 
unfpeakable  enjoyment  ;  a  fulnefs  of  divine  con- 
folation,  unknown  in  the  performance  of  mere 
outward  ordinances,  and  never  attained  to  but  by 
being  planted  in  the  likenefs  of  Chrififs  death ,  bu¬ 
ried  with  him  by  true  Chriftian  baptifm  into  the 
death  of  Jin,  and  this  death,  by  the  power  of  the 
eternal  Spirit ,  arifing  with  him  in  the  power  of  his 
refurreftion ,  and  walking  with  him  in  newnefs  of  life . 

But  to  return  ;  as  thofe  outward  things  which 
had  been  “  impofed  until  the  time  of  reforma¬ 
tion,”  and  were  here  exhibited,  in  the  transfigu¬ 
ration,  as  not  belonging  to  the  gofpel,  were  not 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely  and  entirely  out  of  date  till  Chrift  had 
rijen :  he  fo  far  condefcended  to  their  continu¬ 
ance,  that  he  did  not  forbid  and  prevent  his  dif- 
ciples  baptizing  his  followers  in  water ;  for  this 
was  a  performance  at  that  time  in  very  great 
vogue,  and  Chrift  well  knew  how  to  deal  with  a 
people  habituated  to  outward  obfervances.  It 
had  all  along,  under  the  law  and  Prophets,  been 
found  extremely  difficult  to  reftrain  that  people 
from  the  idolatries  of  the  Heathen,  even  though 
God  had  fo  far  accommodated  himfelf  or  his  law 
to  their  outward  ftate  and  difpofition,  as  to  pro¬ 
vide  them  with  many  ftgns  and  ceremonies ,  c<  di¬ 
vers  walkings,”  a  worldly  fan£luary>  &c.  Hcb* 
ix.  i. 

The  mind  of  man  once  turned  to  religious  ex- 
ercifes,  and  prefling  on  therein,  is  hard  to  be  pro¬ 
perly  reftrained,  is  very  prone  to  imagery,  idola¬ 
try,  and  a  great  deal  of  outward  fhow  and  activi¬ 
ty.  And  from  this  ground  fprang  all  Pagan  ido¬ 
latry  ;  all  advances  toward  it  among  the  Jews; 
all  continuations  of  Jewifh,  Heathenifh  or  other 
mere  outward  figns  and  fhadows  among  Chriftians, 
and  many  abfurd  and  foolilh  obfervations  among 
Turks  and  Mahometans.  Chrift  knew  what  was 
in  man,  and  needed  none  c<  to  teftify”  unto  him 
<c  of  man,”  as  appears  by  John  ii.  25.  And  as 
he  had  many  things  to  fay  unto  his  difciples,  which 
they  could  net  at  firft  bear  (fee  John  xvi.  12)  he 
advanced  them  gradually,  condefcending  to  their 
weaknefs,  and  attachment  to  things  that  belong 
not  to,  and  can  have  no  place  in  the  pure  fpiritu- 
ality  of  his  kingdom .>  1  his  amply  accounts  for 
his  difciples  continuing  to  baptize  many  new 
difciples,  as  they  came  to  believe  on  him,  and 

I  follow 
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follow  him,  even  after  be  and  John  had  in  great 
egree,  fulfilled  that  difpenfation ;  a  difpenfation 
which  probably  had  never  been  neceilary,  but  for 

?  j  l  Ja,!dunto*ard  ftate  of  the  people’s  minds. 
And  hau  they  all ,  when  Chrift  came,  turned  their 

attention  rightly  to  him,  and  fully  underftood  the 
inward  and  fpiritual  nature  of  his  gofpel,  there 
would  have  been  very  little  if  any  real  ufe  for 
baptifm  in  water  afterwards. 

A  dispensation  of  figns  was  ever  in  condefcen- 
fion  to  man’s  weaknefs  ;  and  once  indulged,  they 
a*e  aPc  to  obtain  too  great  veneration,  and  be  too 
long  retained  t  for  it  is  ieldom  if  ever  the  calc, 
that  things  highly  elieetned,  can  be  dropt  all  at 
once  luddenly.— It  is  often  fafer,  and  better,  to 
lead  people  along  gradually  from  figns  to  fubjlance , 
as  they  can  bear  it.  Xherefore  the  early  followers 
of  the  blefied  Jefus  were  tenderly  indulged,  and 
all  outward  things  were  not  at  once  rent  from 
them  :  for  though  he  plainly  taught  (Lukexvii. 
ao)  that  the  “  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with- 
obiervation,”  or,  as  in  the  margin,  “  with  out¬ 
ward  fiiow,"  yet  during  the  twilight  of  things,  or 
the  evening  time,  wherein,  though  there  was 
Jome  light,  yet  there  was  alfo  feme  darknefs ;  things 
not  being  yet  wholly  clear ,  nor  wholly  dark ;  not 
yet  full  and  perfed:  gofpel  day ,  nor  altogether 
night.  See  Zechar.  xiv.  6,  7.  He  might  fafely, 
and  he  did  wifely  permit  things  not  properly  be¬ 
longing  to  his  kingdom,  but  which  were  to  de - 
creaje ,  and  terminate  as  the  fun  arofc,  and  the  day 
advanced  in  its  full  elearnefs  and  perfe&ion.  And 
thefe  things,  though  then  only  permitted  in  con- 
defeenfion,  too  many  very  fincere,  but  in  thia 
xel'pcd;  weak  Chriftians,  have  been  gleaning  up, 

from 
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;fr om  that  day  to  this,  inftead  of  prcfimg  into  the 
fpi ritual  holy  of  holies,  beyond  all  vails >figns  and 

fymbols* 

They  puzzle  themfelvcs  with  the  Apofiles 
eondefeending  pradlices,  and  would  eredt  theft 
into  gofpel  ordinances,  though  neither  Chrift  nor 
any  of  his  Apoftles  ever  enjoined  their  obfervanc 
as  fuch.  Indeed  they  were  fo  far  beneath  the  ij  - 
rituality  andpure  fimplicity  of  the  new  covenant, 
which  was  and  is  in  the  heart  and  inward  parts, 
that  the  great  Mediator  thereof  never  condefccnd- 
ed,  that  we  have  any  account  of,  to  baptize  one 
perfon  with  water  ;  it  is  on  the  contrary  exprefsly 
declared,  that  “  Jefus  himfelf  baptized  not,  hut 
his  difciples.”  Oh  !  he  well  knew  why  he  omit¬ 
ted  it ;  for  had  he  done  it,  it  might  have  induced 
his  rnoft  enlighlfned  followers  to  continue  it,  out 
of  veneration  to  his  example  ;  as  many  now  do 
from  that  of  his  difciples,  though  he  himfelf  never 
once  pfaftifed  nor  commanded  it;  and  though 
Paul  thanked  God  he  had  baptized  fo  very  few. 
See  i  Cor.  i.  14. 

As  to  its  permiflion  during  the  time  after  it  was 
in  a  good  degree  fulfilled,  till  Chrift  arofe  from  the 
dead,  it  might  very  well  be  fuffered  incondefeen- 
fion ;  for  the  gofpel  day  and  difpenfation  had  not 
then  fully  come  in ;  all  that  fpace  was  a  time  of 
unfulfillingi  many  things  of  an  outward  typical 
nature  were  during  that  time  fulfilled,  and  very 
efpecially  that  of  the  paffover,  which  Chrift  dc- 
fired  with  great  defire  to  eat  with  his  difciples  be¬ 
fore  he  fuffered.  See  Luke  xxii.  15.  But  why 
was  he  fo  earned  to  do  it  before  he  fuffered  ? — The 
reafon  of  this  bis  earned  dtfire  is  plain  to  him 
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“  who  has  cars  to  hear”— to  others  it  may  be  a 
anyitery. — Chrift  could  never  do  it  with  propriety 
unlefs  before  he  fuffered;  and  had  he  not  done  it 
Jt  would  have  remained  unfulfilled ,  as  to  his  adtual 

fulfilment ,  by  that  fpecial  participation  of  it. _ It 

belonged  only  to  the  law  \  it  vanifhed  with  Moles, 
as  water  baptifm  did  with  Elias,  that  is  John! 
hence  it  behoved  Chrift,  in  order  to  its  fulfilment^ 
to  eat  it  before  he  fuffered ;  while  things  were  ful- 
filling ;  whilft  the  outward  and  typical  things 
concerning  him  were  having  their  end  (fee  verfe  3 7  of 
this  fame  chapter)  that  lo  having  done  away  all 
thefe  things,  he  might  triumph  over  them,  nailing 
them  to  his  crofs  (fee  CoJ.  ii.  14)  and  be  able  on 
the  crofs  to  fay  as  he  did,  “  it  is  fimfhed,”  John 
xix.  30 ;  which  he  could  not  have  faid  with  equal 
propriety,  had  fo  important  a  type  as  the  paffover 
remained  unaoolifhed  by  him.—— And  yet  many  arc 
ignorantly  celebrating  the  paffover  very  frequent¬ 
ly*  under  an  idea  that  Chrift,  at  the  very  time 
when  he  ended  ity  inftituted  an  outward  fupper  of 
perpetual  continuance  in  his  church,  which  could 
not  pofllbly  be,  confidently  with  the  nature  of  his 
kingdom,  which  is  an  inward  thing  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  when  he  fent  his  difciples  to  prepare  for  him 
to  eafthe  paffover,  he  bid  them  fay,  “  my  time  is  at 
hand,  I  will  keep  the  paffover  at  thy  houfe  with 
my  difciples,”  Mat.  xxvi.  18.  He  knew  the  time 
was  Sit  hand  for  all  thefe  things  to  be  abolifhed, 
and  have  an  end,  Luke  xxii.  37.  He  fteadily 
calls  it  tht paffover,  and  never,  I  think,  once  by 
any  other  name ;  and  having  eaten  it  with  his  dif¬ 
ciples,  and  turned  their  attention  to  its  myftical 
fignification,  to  the  neceflity  of  their  eating  his 
fpiritual  flefh,  and  drinking  his  fpiritual  blood, 
which,  that  he  might  take  occalion  to  do,  that 

they 
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they  might  live  by  him,  was  doubtlefs  one  grea£ 
caufe  of  his  anxious  defire  to  eat  it  with  them,  and 
juft  reminded  them,  in  eating  the  mere  figure,  to 
do  it  in  remembrance  of  him  ;  he  then,  as  if  pur- 
pofely  to  fhew  them  it  belonged  not  to  the  gofpel, 
wound  up  the  ceremony,  telling  them  he  would 
not  any  more  eat  or  drink  thcfe  outward  fymbols, 
nor  partake  again  with  them  of  the  pafTover,  till 
he  drank  the  wine  new  with  them  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  (fee  Mat.  xxvi.  29)  or  until  it  be/«/- 
filled  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  Luke  xxii.  1 6; 
or,  as  exprefled  verfe  18,  “  until  the  kingdom  of 
God  jfhall  come.”  This  new  wine  he  drank  with 
them  eminently  in  that  holy  and  fpiritual  kingdom 3 
which  they  lived  to  fee  come  before  they  taftcd  of 
death,  according  to  his  promile,  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoft  and  other  blefted  feafons— -continues  to 
drink  it  new  in  the  fame  glorious  kingdom  with 
all  that  open  and  let  him  come  in,  for  he  fups  with 
them,  and  they  with  him. — And  this  is  the  only 
true  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  fupper — that  which 
is  outward  is  not  (and  cannot  be)  to  eat  the  Lord’s 
fupper;  for  that  is  fpiritual;  no  fuch  figns  and 
fymbols  can  now  have  any  proper  place  in  Chrift’s 
kingdom- — but  as  he  is  fubftantially  and  experi¬ 
mentally  in  and  with  his  people  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  Mat.  xxviii.  20  ;  as  he  does  not  leave  them 
comfortlefs,  but  cometh  unto  them,  Johaxiv.  18; 
as  he  and  his  Father  make  their  real  and  living 
abode  with  them  (fee  verfe  23)  fo  he  eats  and 
drinks  with  them  in  his  invifible  kingdom,  where 
they  <c  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift 
Jefus>”  which  can  be  only  in  that  kingdom.  There 
they  fit  under  their  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  where 
none  can  make  them  afraid.- — See  Mic.  iv.  4. 
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Thcfe  eat  the  flefh  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God,  whereby  their  fouls  are  made  alive. 

f<  What  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat  ?  faith  the 
Lord,’*  Jer.  xxiii.  28.  What  is  a  little  bit  of 
outward  bread,  and  a  cup  of  wine,  at  beft  taken 
by  way  of  remembrance,  to  the  real  /upper  of  the 
Lord,  which  all  the  faints  partake  of,  and  live 
by  ?  and  what  if  Chrift  did  cell  his  difciples,  as 
they  then  ate  the  outward  fign,  to  do  it  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  him,  Luke  xxii,  19;  and  what  if  Paul 
told  them,  as  often  as  they  did  fo,  they  fhewed 
the  Lord’s  death  till  he  came,”  1  Cor.  xi.  26  : 
furely  that  makes  no  inftitution  of  a  perpetual 
outward  ordinance  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  It  was 
at  matter  of  liberty  and  choice,  whether  after  that 
once  they  ate  it  or  not}  and  that  but  until  the 
Lord  came,  according  to  his  promife  that  he  would 
not  leave  them  comfortlefs,  but  would  come  un¬ 
to  them.  And  furely  they  greatly  mifs  the  true 
end  and  defign  of  it,  who  are  ftill  in  thefe  days 
eating  and  drinking  the  outward  figure,  not  dis¬ 
cerning  the  Lord’s  fpiritual  body,  nor  partaking 
of  that  divine  flefh  and  blood  that  gives  life,  nou- 
rilhment  and  vigour  to  the  foul :  for  if  this  was 
their  happy  experience  and  enjoyment,  in  the  pre- 
fence,  company  and  kingdom  of  the  Lord,  with 
true,  listing  and  fenfible  difeernment  of  his  body, 
end  that  fpiritually  broken  for  them,  and  of  his 
fpiritual  blood,  livingly  and  life-givingly  fhed  for 
them  j  why  fhould  they  be  ftill  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing  the  old,  long-cealed  fymbols  of  it,  in  re¬ 
membrance  of  a  prejent  Lord  and  Saviour  ?  Docs 
not  this  practice  befpeak  Chrift’s  real  abfence  to 
their  fouls,  or  their  non-difeernment  of  his  fpiri- 


tual  body  ?  Lee  the  wife  in  heaft  among  them 
ponder  it  well. 

But  now  to  return  to  water  baptifm  i  I  was 
mentioning  that  it  might  be  continued  till  Chrift’s 
refurrection,  with  fome  kind  of  indulgent  pro¬ 
priety — and  accordingly  we  find*  that  as  they 
came  down  from  the  mountain  (after  the  transfi¬ 
guration)  he  (Chrift)  charged  them  that  they 
fhould  tell  no  man  what  things  they  had  feer-r  till 
the  Son  of  Man  were  rifen  from  the  dead,”  Mark 
ix.  9.  The  vifion  looked  forward  to  that  time, 
for  the  full  completion  of  the  things  it  was  defign- 
ed  to  exhibit — and  therefore  this  very  filcnce  en¬ 
joined  on  them  till  that  time,  is  a  further  and  loud 
confirmation  that  the  foregoing  is  the  genuine  im¬ 
port  and  meaning  of  the  whole  vifion. — But  fur¬ 
ther  “  they  alked  him,  faying,  w’hy  fay  the  Scribes 
that  Elias  muft  firft  come  ?”  verfe  i 1.  «  And  he 

anfwered  and  told  them,  Elias  verily  firft  cometh, 
and  reftoreth  all  things,”  verfe  12:  “  but  I  fay  un¬ 
to  you,  that  Elias  is  indeed  come,”  verfe  i?$- 
or,  as  Matthew  has  it,  chap.  xvii.  verfe  ia,  ij, 
“  hut  I  fay  unto  you,  that  Elias  has  come  already, 
and  they  knew  him  not,  but  have  done  unto  him 
whatfoever  they  lifted:  likewife  fhall  alfo  the  Sort 
of  Manfufferof  them” — then  the  difciples  under- 
ftood  that  he  ipake  unto  them  of  John  the  Baptiftv 
— Thps  clear  it  is  that  John  the  Baptift  was  Elias* 
who  had  thus  appeared  and  difappeared  in  the 
mount  with  them. — On  the  whole,  it  is  evident  to 
thoroughly  enlightened  minds  as  any  doctrine  in 
thegofpel,  that  neither  water  baptifm,  eating  mate¬ 
rial  bread  and  wine,  nor  any  other  mere  outward 
performance,  can  poffibly  in  the  nature  of  things 
have  any  place  as  Handing  ordinances  in  the  church. 
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and  kingdom  Chrift,— Chnft  s  conhing  was  de- 

figned  to  put  an  end  to  all  thefe  things— and  there-* 
fore  the  eating,  drinking,  wafhing  and  punfLa  - 
tion,  which  remain  in  the  gofpel  (late,  are  all 
inward  and  fpiritual,  and  can  be  no  otherwife.— » 
The  one  gofpel  baptifm  is  not  that  which  puts 
away  the  outward  filth  of  the  flefh  (which  is  all 
that  water  can  do)  but  it  is  that  which  actually 
j&ljcs  usy  and  brings  to  iC  the  anfwer  of  a 
gooa  conference  towards  God  by  the  refurrec- 
tion  ot  Tefus  Chrift,”  i  Pet.  iii.  21. — This  no 
figure  could  or  ever  can  do — though  fuch  as  con¬ 
tinue  under  the  figns  of  former  difpenfations 
would  have  us  believe,  that  the  Apollle  here  af¬ 
firms  that  a  figure  faves  us,  by  the  refurre&ion 
of  Chrift. — Whereas  there  never  was  and  never 
can  be  but  one  thing  that  faves  the  foul — and 
that  is  the  inward  purifying  baptifm  of  the  Holy 
Ghoh — as  Titus  iii.  5,  “  according  to  his  mercy 
he  Javed  us,  by  the  wafhing  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Gholt.” — Here  is  fomething 
that  changes,  regenerates  and  renews  the  foul; 
well  may 'this  be  faid  to  be  faving :  and  as  this 
“  walhing  of  water  by  the  word"  fpiritually  faves 
the  foul,  how  natural  is  Peter’s  companion  of  an 
outward  faivation,  in  an  outward  ark,  on  the  out¬ 
ward  water,  to  this  inward  faivation,  by.  inward 
and  fpiritual  water,  in  the  inward  and  fpiritual 
ark  of  the  everlalling  covenant.  See  Rev.  xi.  1 9. 
“  And  the  temple  of  God  was  opened  in  heaven, 
and  there  was  ieen  in  his  .  temple  the  nth  oi  his 
teflament,”  &c. — -If  Chriftians  viou\&wait  to  fee  the 
temple  of  God  thus  fpiritually  opened  in  heaven, 
they  would  come  to  know  this  o,rk  and  would 
rejoice  in  the  faivation  therein  experienced  ;  and 
would  know  it  to  be  as  impoffible  for  one  fign  or 
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figure  to fave  the  foul  as  another ;  that  Outward  wa¬ 
ter  can  no  more  be  fanRified  to  the  wajh'tng  away 
jin,  than  the  “  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,” 
which  the  Apoftle  fays  plainly  is  impofiiblej 
Heb.  x.  4,  “  for  it  is  not  poffible  that  the  blood 
of  bulls  and  of  goats  fliouid  take  away  fins” — and 
it  will  forever  remain  as  impofliblc  for  outward 
wajhtng  to  do  it— -and  therefore  Peter  wifely  adds, 
after  mentioning  the  baptifm  that  now  Javes  ust 
not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the  flelh  j”  for 
he  had  now  learned,  whatever  he  had  when  he 
vifited  Cornelius,  and  it  is  likely  he  pretty  well 
knew  it  then,  that  outward  water  could  not  wafh 
away  fin,  nor  “  make  the  comers  thereunto  per¬ 
fect,  as  pertaining  to  the  confidence,”  any  more 
than  the  other  figns  and  divers  wajlrings  under  the 
law  ■,  and  therefore  having  mentioned  outward 
water  in  the  preceding  verfie,  left  any  Ihould  ig¬ 
norantly  fuppofe  he  meant  outward  water ,  in 
fpeaking  of  the  baptifm  which  now  faves  us,  he 
carefully  and  immediately  diftingui/hes,  and  de¬ 
clares  he  did  not  mean  any  outward  cleanfing,  but 
fomething  which  really  doth  fave  ;  and  he  afferts 
it  to  be  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefius  Chrift/’  as 
that  which  livingly  known  in  us,  “  the  refiurrec- 
tion  and  the  life,”  brings  to  the  comfortable  an- 
fiwer  of  a  good  confidence}  and  nothing  elfie  ever 
can — for  “  the  law  made  nothing  perfedl”  as  per¬ 
taining  to  the  confidence }  for,  it  having  a  fliadow 
of  good  things  to  come,  and  not  the  very  image 
of  the  things,  can  never,  with  thofie  fiacrifices 
which  they  offered  year  by  year  continually,  make 
the  comers  thereunto  perfed ;  for  then  would  they 
not  have  ceafed  to  be  offered,  becaufie  that  the 
worfhippers  once  purged,  fhould  have  had  no 
more  confidence  of  fins,  Heb,  x.  i,  2, 

K 


Here 


(  66  ) 

Here  we  fee  thofe  outward  facrifices  and  walk¬ 
ings,  <f  the  fhadows  of  good  things  to  come,” 
could  never  purge  the  confidence  then  ;  nor  can  any 
outward  baptifms,  nor  all  the  waters  of  Jordan, 
any  more  do  it  nozv  ;  and  therefore  Peter,  fpeaking 
of  the  b  apt  i/m  which  now  faves  us ,  brings  it  home 
to  that  which  alone  can  truly  purge  the  confcience> 
and  “  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfect0 — to 
wit,  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope,  by  the 
which  we  draw  nigh  unto  God,  Heb.  vii.  19. 
Here  we  cc  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  fet  before  us  •> 
which  hope”  (fays  the  Apoftlc)  <c  we  have  as  an  an¬ 
chor  of  the  foul,  both  fure  and  ftedfaft,  and  which 
entercth  into  that  within  the  vail,”  chap.  vi.  18, 
19.  This  is  cc  Chrift  in  us  the  hope  of  glory.” 
See  Col.  i.  27.  This  is  known  only  where  Chrift 
is  cc  the  refurreftion  and  the  life”  experimentally 
to  the  foul,  as  before  obferved.  Here  alone  is 
the  anfwer  of  a  good  conference  \  hereby  indeed  Cf  we 
draw  nigh  unto  God and  this  is  all  within,  and 
is  the  experience  of  fuch  only  who  {t  under  ft  an  dings 
are  fo  enlightened ,  as  to  “  know  what  is  the  hope 
of  this  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory 
of  his  inheritance  in  ths  faints,"  Eph.i,  i8> 
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CHAP. 

All  old  things  done  away  in  the  gojpel  ftate.  Signs 
and  Jhadows  ceafed.  ‘Their  u/s  was  from  mens 
alienation  from  Chrifi  ;  the  law  being  added  be- 
caufe  of  tran/gr  effort.  Chrifi  in  men,  the  life  of  all 
difpenfalions.  All  change  tn  the/e,  but  in  accommo¬ 
dation  to  the  change  in  men.  Shadows  but  tmpofed 
until  the  time  of  reformation.  The  way  into  the 
holieft  of  all  not  manifefi ,  whilfl  the  firft .  tabernacle 
was  /landing,  and  the  mind  refling  in  outward 
ordinances.  Water  baptijm  was  under  the  prjt  co¬ 
venant,  and  no  part  of  the  Second,  hence  the 
leaf ,  purely  under  the  Second,  is  greater  than  John, 
as  John  the  Baptijl.  As  MoSes  gave  place  to  Jo- 
fhua,  fo  John  to  Je/ks.  MoSes  entered  not  into 
Canaan  ;  nor  John,  as  the  Baptift,  into  the  pure y 
fpiritual  kingdom .  Signs  and  figures  make  none 
perfeA.  Hence  there  is  a  disannulling  of  all  theft 
for  their  weaknefs.  It  is  idle  to  fuppofe  one  fet  of 
' ceremonials  abolifhed,  to  make  way  for  others  as 
gofpel  ordinances.  Cbrijl  commijflonates  his  difci- 
ples,  at  Galilee,  to  baptize  into  the  very  name,  the 
life  and  power  of  God ;  not  as  a  Jeparate  aid,  but 
by  their  powerful  gofpel  minifiry .  1  hey  were  to 

teach  baptizingly. 

S  I  have  long  feen,  with  forrow,  how  the 
jl  jl.  foadows  detain  people  from  the  Jubfiance> 
and  how  hard  many  drive,  even  againft  lively  con¬ 
ventions  to  the  contrary,  at  times,  and  greatly  to 
their  own  lofs,.  in  regard  to  the  true  riches,  glory 
and  inheritance  of  and  in  the  faints,  to  make  thefe^ 
outward  things  arafwer,  as  a  fubllitute,  inftead  cn^ 

inward f ub fiance \  I  am  in  earned  to  affift  them,  if 
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poffible,  in  the  neceflary  difcovery  that  thefe 
tni  qgs  have  long  ago  ceafed,  as  to  their  proper  ufe ; 
and  can  have  no  proper  place  in  the  full  funlhine 
of  the  gofpel  day —Bear  with  me,  therefore, 
friendly  reader,  whilft  I  further  Ihow  how  “all 
old  things”  (figns  and  ceremonies)  “  are  pafled 
away  to  all  thorough  Chriftians— “ail  things 

are  (to  thefe)  “  become  new  ;  all  things  are  of 
God,”  2  Cor.  xvii. » 8. 

Now  it  is  clear  to  rrie,  “  all  old  things”  are 
aot  pafled  away,  in  the  experience  «f  any  who 
are  continuing  in  the  religious  ufe  of  outward 
bread,  wine,  water,  or  any  of  the  old  figurative 
things  ®f  the  former  difpenfations.  The  law  was 
added  becaqfe  of  transgreflions,  till  the  feed 
lhould  come,  Gal.  iii.  xix.  If  man  had  not 
tranfgrefled  againft  the  light  of  (Thrift,  Ihining  in 
the  heart,  and  enlightening  “  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world”  (John  i.)  I  fuppofe  no 
outward  written  law  had  ever  been  neceflary.— 
Were  not  the  minds  of  men  alienated  from  the 
life  and  government  of  Chrift  in  the  foul,  where 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  (for  (Thrift  declares  it 
is  within)  none  of  the  figns,  either  of  John's  or 
the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  had  ever  been  found 
needful.  Thefe  were  only  as  a  fchoolmaftcr,  to 
lead  the  mind  back  from  its  wanderings  “  to 
(Thrift,  who  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for¬ 
ever  j”  the  change  is  only  in  us— and  all  the 
change  of  difpenfations,  from  firft  to  laft,  is  in 
accommodation  and  condefcenfion  to  the  changing 
and  changed  ftate  of  men.— (Thrift  was  “  before 
Abraham,”  and  was  and  is  all  the  real  life,  in  and 
tinder  every  difpenfation;  and  thofe  outward 
tlpngs  were  only  <c  impeded  on  them  until  the 

time 
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time  of  reformation”  (Heb.  ix.  to)  until  a  return 
!to  that  from  which  the  mind  was  eftranged — for 
in  that  eftranged,  bewildered  and  outward  literal 
date  of  mind,  the  way  into  the  holieft  of  all  was 
not  made  manifeft;”  for  the  JirJl,  the  outward 
“  tabernacle,  was  yet  (landing,”  verfe  8  ;  and  the 
mind  in  this  ftate  was  ftill  difpofed  to  flop  and  reft 
in  the  outward  tabernacle,  and  in  the  fhadow  of 
the firft  covenant,  “  which  had  many  ordinances  of 
divine  fervice,  and  a  worldly  fandluary.”  See 
verfe  i.  Here  the  outward  worfhippers  refted 
fecure,  although  this  tabernacle  was  but  “  a  figure 
for  the  time  then  frejent,  in  which  were  offered 
both  gifts  and  facrifices,  that  could  not  make  him 
that  did  the  fervice  perfedb,  as  pertaining  to  the 
confidence,  which  flood  only  (let  it  be  duly  no¬ 
ticed)  in  meats,  and  drinks,  and  diyers  wafhings, 
and  carnal  ordinances  impofed  on  them,  until 
the  time  of  reformation,”  verfe  10.  But  none 
of  thefe  things  belong  to  the  gofpel,  or  times  of 
real  reformation,  and  full  return  to  the  life  and 
fubftance,  which  was  of  old,  before  ever  the  out¬ 
ward  law  was  written,  amply  fufficientfor  all  that 
would  keep  to  it.  But  men  departing  frpm  this, 
and  rebelling  againft  the  light,  they  know  not  the 
ways  thereof,  nor  abide  in  the  paths  thereof.  Job 
xxiv.  13.  And  in  this  alienated  and  rebellious 
ftate  “  the  law  entered,  that  the  offence  might 
abound,”  Rom.  v.  20  j  for- God,  in  gracious 
condefcenfion  to  man  thus  darkened,  and  wander¬ 
ing  from  the  fure  guide,  was  pleafed  to  n^et  him 
in  things  more  outward,  to  arrefi  his  attention, 
and  make  him  fenfible  of  the  offenfivenefs  of 
his  ftate  and  condition ;  that  fo,  it  it  might  by 
any  means  be  effedled,  he  might  turn  to  the 
Lord,  and  find  bun  a  Saviour.  Hence  the  law 
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entered  with  many  very  fignincant  ceremonies 
and  fervices,  pointing  out  man  s  need  of  purifica¬ 
tion,  forgivenefs,  arid  ^eft-oration.  All  this  was 
to  ferve  as  a  f*  fchoolmafter  to  lead  to  Chrift. 

It  not  only  pointed  to  him  as  then  yet  to  come  a 
great  way  off,  or  a  long  time  hence  y  but  it 
painted  to  him  alfo  diretlly,  as  then  at  hand,  in 
and  among  them,  it  they  would  have  Known  and 
attended  to  him.  For,  lays  Mofes  (Deuc.  xxx. 
11,  &c.)  “  this  commandment  which  I  com¬ 

mand  thee  this  day,  it  is  not  hidden  from  thee, 
neither  is  it  far  off.  It  is  not  in  heaven,  that 
thou  ihouldeft  fay,  who  fhall  go  up  for  us  to  hea¬ 
ven,  and  bring  it  unto  us,  that  we  may  hear  it 
and  do  it  ?  neitjaer  is  it  beyond  the  fea,  that  thou 
fhouldeft  fay,  who  {ball  go  over  the  lea  for  us, 
and  bring  it  unto  us,  that  we  may  hear  it  and  do 
it  ?  but  the  word  is  very  nigh  thee,  in  thy  mouth 
and  in  thy  hearty  that  thou  mayeft  cio  it.  Anci, 
verfe  20,  he  prefifech  it  upon  them  to  love  and 
cleave  unto  the  Lord,  alluring  them  thusj  c  for 
he  is  thy  life,  and  the  length  of  thy  days. 

Thus  did  Mofes  point  out  the  word  near  and 
in  them ,  and  referred  them  plainly  to  the  Lord 
himfelf,  as  the  life  to  their  fouls.  And  Paul  tells 
the  Romans,  x.  8,  that  this  word  which  Mo.es 
teils  Ifrael  was  near  and  in  them ,  is  the  wot  01 
faith,  which  we  preach.”  And  in  the  preceding 
verfes  exprefsly  declares  this  to  be  the  "  nghteotil- 
nefs  of  faith;  and  that  it  fpeaketh  on  tms  wife, 

fay  not  in  thine  heart,  who  Ihali  afeend  into 
heaven  (that  is,  to  bring  Chrift  down  from 
above't  or  who  ihali  defeend  into  the  deep,  (t  tat 
is,  to /  bring  Chrift  again  from  the  c;ea.cl  )  &c. 

Hence  it  is  clear,  that  the  life  of  Chvjl  the  Lera 
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fiear  them  and  even  in  them ;  was  what  Mofe^ 
meant  to  point  them  to,  and  wifhed  them  to  love 
and  cleave  unto,  and  which  was  nothing  leis  than 
the  true  and  living  word  of  faith  which  the  Apo- 
ftles  preached.  This,  as  before  hinted,  has  been 
the  real  life  of  all  difpenfations ;  and  when  and 
where  the  true  reformation,  return,  and  cleaving 
unto  this,  hearing  and  doing  it,  take  place  in  pu¬ 
rity  and  fulnefs,  “  all  old  things  are  paded  away.” 
The  floadows  vanifh  before  the  light,  and  the  ele¬ 
ments  melt  with  the  fervent  heat  of  the  gofpel  fun* 

These  things  could  never  have  been  defigned 
for  perpetual  continuance  in  the  gofpel  flare,  but 
only  to  lead  unto  it.  “  For  if  that  tirfF  covenant 
had  been  faultlefs,  then  fhould  no  place  have  been 
fought  for  the  fecond,”  Heb.  viii.  7.  John's 
baptifm,  as  well  as  the  paffover,  was  under  the 
ftrjl  covenant,  and  no  proper  part  of  the  Jecond . 
Flad  it  been  part  of  the  Jecond ,  how  could  Chrilt 
have  teftified,  as  before  noticed,  that  though 
among  them  that  are  born  of  women,  there  hath 
not  rifen  a  greater  than  John  the  Baptift ,  notwith- 
Handing  he  that  is  lead  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  greater  than  he  ?  Mat.  xi.  11  :  but  the  reafon 
is  now  plain,  as  already  evinced,  why  the  lead  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than  he ,  to  wit, 
that  both  he,  as  John  the  Baptijl,  and  his  baptifm , 
belonged  not  to  the  Jecond  covenant  \  and  that 
therefore,  as  John  the  Baptift,  he  was  but  the  ad- 
mhijlrator  of  a  baptifm  that  has  no  proper  place 
in  Chrid’s  fpiritual  kingdom,  to  the  leaf,  in  the 
purity  of  which,  “all  old  things  are  paffed  away.” 
This  fate  is  evidently  greater,  as  has  been  obferv- 
ed  already,  than  that  of  John,  as  the  baptixer  in 
outward  water,  in  which  capacity  he  is  here  fpoken 
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of  i  and  as  filch  he  was  to  deer  cafe,  and  his  bapttfm 
to  give  place  to  Chrift’s. 

As  a  faint  and  fervant  of  God,  he  was  never  to 
decreafe,  but  to  “  increafe  with  the  increafe  of 
God  }*'  but  his  difpenfation,  his  baptifm,  was 
ever  defigned  to  decreafe,  and  be  fulfilled .  And  I 
think  it  will  be  granted,  that  the  leaft  in  the  pure 
kingdom  of  life  and  fubftance  is,  and  muft  be,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  greater  than  any  ever  could 
be  in  the  mere  adminiftration  of  a  dccreafing  and 
terminating  inftitution. 

John  was  doubtlefs,  as  a  Chriftian  (and  fuch 
there  have  been  in  all  ages — Abraham  was  emi¬ 
nently  one)  great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven— but 
this  was  not  as  John  the  Baptift  5  as  fuch ,  he  came 
to,  but  did  not  enter  the  kingdom,  nor  belong  to 
it— he  faw  it  with  his  eyes,  and  knew ,  and  pointed 
to  the  Lord  of  it:  but  as  Mofes  went  not  over 
Jordan,  though  he  did  much  towards  leading  If- 
rael  to  their  inheritance,  but  gave  place  to  Jofhua, 
whofe  name,  like  that  of  Jefus,  fignifies  a  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  who  condu&ed  them  after  Mofes  into 
the  good  land  ;  fo  John  the  Baptift,  as  fuch,  could 
not  belong  to  the  purely  fpiritual  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  ;  but  gave  place  to  him,  the  anointed  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  baptizeth  every  member  and  fubjett  of 
his  church  and  kingdom  into  the  very  life  and  power 
of  the  kingdom,  which  cc  is  not  meat  and  drink, 
but  righteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft,”  Rom.  xiv.  17.  And  feeing  John’s  bap¬ 
tifm  was  no  part  of  the  fecond  covenant,  but  was 
wider  the  firft,  and  its  proper  ufe  was  only  whilft 
the  firfl  tabernacle  was  funding— it  is  equally  dif- 
annulled  by  the  abolifhing  of  the  firft  covenant, 
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and  removal  of  the  firft  tabernacle,  with  the  other 
figurative  obfervations  $  and  for  the  fame  realon 
was  this  difannulled,  as  were  the  others,  viz.  its 
infufficicncy,  weaknefs,  and  utter  inability  to 
make  perfect  the  comers  thereunto.  <c  for  there 
-  is  verily  a  difannulling  of  the  commandment,  go¬ 
ing  before,  for  the  weaknefs  and  unprofitable- 
nefs  thereof.  For  the  law  made  nothing  perfect ; 
but  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did,  by  the 
which  we  draw  nigh  unto  God,”  Heb.  vii.  i  8,  19, 
Here  we  fee  that  which  went  before  the  new  cove¬ 
nant  ftate  was,  for  its  weaknefs  and  unprofitable- 
nefs  in  making  perfect,  difannullcd  j  and  fureiy 
John’s  miniftration  and  baptifm  went  before  that 
ftate,  and  were  defigned  exprefsly  to  prepare  for 
it.  I  marvel  that  Qiriftians  do  not  fee  it,  and 
prefs  on  beyond  it.  It  is  idle  to  fuppole  one  fetof 
figns  and  ceremonies  dijannulled  for  their  weaknefs , 
and  another  fet  introduced  as  perpetual  ordi¬ 
nances  in  the  gofpel  ftate — we  do  not  read,  that, 
finding  fault”  with  the  rites,  figures  and  ordi- 
nances  of  the  firft  covenant,  God  ordained  water- 
wafhing,  and  eating  and  drinking  bread  and  wine, 
as  more  permanent  and  perpetual  inftitutions  of 
the  new  or  fecond  covenant.— Nay,  verily,  he 
finds  fault  equally  with  all  things  in  their  own 
nature  equally  partaking  of  the  fame  weaknefs . — - 
Both  were  of  divine  inftitution  for  a  time,~  and 
equally  weak  and  liable  to  a  neceffary  abrogation  ; 
and  being  both  typical,  there  was  no  more  per¬ 
petual  permanency  in  the  one  than  the  other, 
neither  in  themfelves,  nor  in  their  inftitution— 
and  of  the  Mofaic  inftitutions,  it  isexprefsly  fin'd, 
u  finding  faujt  with  them,  he  faith,  behold  the 
days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  when  I  will  make  a 
new  covenant  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  with 
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the  houfe  of  Judah,”  Heb«  viii.  8.  Now  what 
was  this  new  covenant  ?  It  was  intended  to  fuper- 
cede  and  fupply  the  defefts  of  the  old ;  but  there 
is  not  one  word  of  any  of  thofe  outward  ordi¬ 
nances  in  it.— -They  are  all  old  things  ;  and  how¬ 
ever  extolled  by  many  good  men,  belong  to  the 
old  covenant  forever.  So  that  the  ceremonials  of 
the  law  are  as  much  gofpel  ordinances  as  water 
baptifm,  or  bread  and  wine. 

The  new  covenant  is  altogether  inward  and 
fpiritual.  “  For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will 
make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  after  thofe  days, 
faith  the  Lord  j  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their 
mind,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts,  and  1  will 
be  to  them  a  God,  and  they  fhall  be  to  me  a  peo¬ 
ple,”  See.  verfe  io„  “Chrift  has  not  entered  into 
the  holy  places,  made  with  hands,  which  are  the 
figures  of  the  true ,”  Heb  ix.  24.  Nor  ough  t  we, 
if  we  would  become  completely  his  followers,  to 
continue  in  the  figurative  wajhings,  any  more  than 
in  the  figurative  offerings  and  old  ceremonious  wor- 
fliip  of  that  temple,  which  was  but  a  figure  of  the 
true. — “  The  priefthood  being  changed,  there 
is  made  of  necejjity  a  change  alio  of  the  law,-’  vii. 
12.  It  behoved  that  the  baptifms  accompanying 
the  ftrft  priefthood,  the  worldly  tabernacle,  and 
holy  places  made  with  hands,  fhould,  like  them,  be 
outward",  but  now,  the  law  being  changed ,  and 
the  covenant  written  in  the  heart,  a  fpiritual  bap** 
tifm  alone  can  be  proper,  and  accordingly  is  the 
one  only  baptifm  of  the  gofpel — for  if  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  “  that  the  patterns  ofthe  heavenly  things,” 
thefe  being  outward,  fhould  be  figuratively  purifi¬ 
ed  with  outward  fprinklings,  wafhings,  &c. 
furely  it  is  as  neceffary  that  the  heavenly  things 
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themfelves  be  purified  with  better  facrifices  and 
Walhings than  thefe.”  See  Heb.  ix.  23.  I  think  if 
the  vail  were  done  away  in  the  experience  of 
Chriftians— they  might  in  this  one  text,  Heb.  x. 
5,  “  when  he  cometh  into  the  world,  he  faith, 
facrifice  and  offerings  thou  wouldeft  not,  but  a 
-body  haft  thou  prepared  me,”  read  clearly  the  dif- 
mifiion  of  all  figurative  atonements  and  purifica¬ 
tions.-— All  the  facrifices  and  offerings  he  taketh 

away” — as  the  firft  things,  «« that  he  may  eftablifh 
the  fecond”— that  is,  “  lo  I  come  to  do  thy  will, 
O  God.” — This  muft  be  done  in  all  the  feed  j  and 
this  is  the  thing  that  remaineth  forever— eftablifh— 
«d  under  the  gofpel.— The  fcopeof  theApoftle’s 
reafoningin  this  chapter,  againft  the  continuation 
of  the  “  ihadows  of  the  good  things  to  come,”  is 
from  their  weakness,  their  impropriety  and  ufelefs- 
nefs,  where  the  fubftance  is  known- — and  thus  he  ar¬ 
gues,  that  where  remiffon  of  fins  is  obtained, 
there  is  no  more  offering  for  fin.  See  verfe  18. 
Why  then  continue  a  baptifm  that  was  exprefsly 
unto  repentance,  for  the  remiffon  of  fins,  if  we 
have  obtained  remiffon  ?  Paul  brings  in  the  new 
covenant  written  in  the  heart — and  the  remiffon 
of  fins,  attending  it.  “  Their  fins  and  iniquities 
will  I  remember  no  morei”  and  in  the  very  next 
words  forms  the  above  conclufion.  Now  where 
remiffon  of  thefe  is,  there  is  no  more  offering  for 
fin.— And  after  he  gets  through  with  the  argu¬ 
ment,  inftead  of  urging  any  outward  baptifms,  or 
figurative  obfervations,  he  preffingly  enjoins  love, 
good  works,  holding  faft,  not  drawing  back,  not 
aeglefling  affembling,  not  to  caft  away  confidence, 
patience,  &c. — Can  any  thing  be  plainer,  than 
thatfuch  care  and  conftancy  in  faith,  patience,  and 
godly  walking,  according  to  the  writing  of 
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the  new  covenant,  are  the  weighty  matters  of  the 
gofpel  difpenfation  in  Paul’s  cftimation  ?  that  fis 
he  was  not  fent  to  baptize  with  water,  fo  he 
never  in  all  his  writing  enjoins  it,  nor  reproves  for 
its  omiffion. — He  fpeaks  of  the  believers,  not  as 
being  then  exercifed  in  the  terrible  things  at  Sinai, 
but  as  come  to  the  excellent  things  of  Mount 
Sion — cc  the  heavenly  Jerufalem— -to  the  fpiritsof 
juft  men  made  perfeft  ;  and  to  Jefus,  the  media- 
tor  of  the  new  covenant  j  to  the  blood  of  fprink- 
ling,”  &c. — This  is  all  fufficient  without  the 
figures— and  fo  he  fhows  the  removal  of  all  elfe. 

\  et  once  more  I  fhakenotthe  earth  only  $  but 
alfo  heaven”~^this  is  the  removal  of  things  that 
are  fhaken — “that  thofe  things  which  cannot  be 
fliaken  may  remain.”  “  Wherefore”  (fays  he) 
“  we  receiving  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be 
moved,  let  us  have  grace,  whereby  we  may  ferve 
God  acceptably  with  reverence  and  godly  fear,” 
See  about  the  latter  hajf  of  chapter  xiuand  xiii. 
9.  He  fubjoins,  cc  be  not  carried  about  with  di¬ 
vers  and  ftrange  dodrines  ;  for  it  is  a  good  thing 
that  the  heart  be  eftablilhed  with  grace  ;  not  with 
meats  which  have  not  'profited  them  that  have  been  oc v 
cupied therein — Did  he  not  mean  thefe  elementary 
things,  by  the  ftrange  doftrines ?  if  not,  why  does 
he  fo  immediately  propofe  grace  as  the  means  of 
eftabliftiment,  and  difcountenance  meats  as  unpro¬ 
fitable  ?  and  what  means  the  altar  in  the  next  verfe, 
whereof  they  have  no  right  to  eat  which  ferve  the 
tabernacle  ?  is  not  this  altar  and  that  which  is 
e aten>  by  the  we,  who  have  it,  and  have  a  right  to 
eat  of  it,  fomething  belonging  to  the  kingdom  they 
have  received  which  cannot  be  fhaken  ?  and  are  not 
the  meats,  drinkings  and  walkings,  that  are  un¬ 
profitable  ,  the  things  that  are  lhaken  ?  and  why  is 
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the  jhakitig  and  removal  of  thefe,  called  forking 
heaven  ?'  is  it  not  plainly  becaufe  thefe  are  things 
that  had  pertained  to  devotion  and  religious  fer- 
viecs,  and  were  yet  urged  as  fuch  by  too  many*1 
and  can  any  thing  remain  of  a  ceremonial  nature, 
where  this  heaven  is  thoroughly  fhaken,  where 
all  old  things  are  done  away,  and  all  things  be- 
come  new,  according  to  th t  new  and  living  way  of 
the  gofpel  This  epiftle  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
written  in  the  year  fixty-four  ;  fo  that  there  had 
been  a  pretty  full  time  of  trial  what  was  and  what 
was  net  profitable  to  thefie  who  bad  been  occupied  in 
them.' — And  we  find  here  many  good  things  incul¬ 
cated  and  enjoined,  but  ceremonials  are  rejedted,  as 
pertaining  to  thefirft  covenant,  and  as  now  fhaken 
and  removed — And  is  it  not  truly  worthy  of  re¬ 
mark,  that  John,  the  beloved  difciple  of  our 
Lord,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  written  his  hiftory 
ofChrift's  life  and  dottrines  many  years  after  his 
afcenfion,  makes  no  mention  at  all  of  our  Saviour's 
condudl  at  the  eating  of  the  pajfover ,  in  regard  to 
the  difciples  eating  and  drinking  in  remembrance 
of  him- — but  relates  very  circumftantially  his  other 
condudt  of  wafhing  the  difciples'  feet,  and  the  in- 
ftruttive  lefibn  couched  in  it  ? 

May  wc  not  fairly  conclude,  that!  as  the  only 
proper  time  of  the  difciples'  eating  and  drinking 
in  remembrance  of  Chrift,  was  but  until  his  com¬ 
ing  again,  the  Comforter  to  take  up  his  abode 
with  them,  and  lead  and  guide  them  into  all 
truth  }  and  as  this  feafon  was  long  elapfed,  when 
John  wrote,  that  therefore,  he  thinking  it  of  no 
ufe  to  mention  it,  pafTed  it  in  total  lilence,  as  one 
of  the  many  things  which  Jefus  truly  did,  but 
which  are  not  noticed  in  his  hiftory  ?  We  find 

him 
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him  very  careful  in  correcting  a  hearfay  report, 
which  might,  if  believed,  tend  to  lead  people  in¬ 
to  outward  obfervances,  which  he  appears  nor  rn 
W  relied  on,  nor  indicated  in  all  h 'a  wrilLs 
The  report  I  allude  to  is  that,  by  the  fpreadine 
whereof*'  the  Pharileeshad  heard  that  Jefus  made 
and  baptized  more  difciples  than  John”  the  Bap- 
tifl.  This  miftake  the  beloved  difciple,  who 
leaned  on  Jefus’  bolom,  and  having  near  accefs  to 
his  heart,  knew  much  of  his  mind  and  will,  takes 
fpecial  care  to  rectify,  by  a  full  declaration  that 
“  Jefus.  himfelf  baptized  not,  but  his  difciples.” 
Observing  this  general  omiffion  of  things  not  ef- 
fen t i al,  and  his  great  care  to  tranfmit  down  to 
pofterity  many  heavenly  and  truly  evangelical  and 
deeply  jnterefting  layings,  exhortations  and  divine 
intimations  of  the  blefled  Jefus ;  I  have  been  rea* 
dy  to  fuppofe  his  whole  aim,  in  mentioning  wa¬ 
ter  baptifm  at  all,  was  juft  to  do  John  theBaptift 
and  the  Pharifees  juftice;  properly  introduce  Je¬ 
fus  as  increasing,  and  John  as  decreafing ;  carefully 
record  John’s  repeated  mention  of  water,  as  pe¬ 
culiar  to  bis  baptifm,  in  direft  contradiftinCtion 
to  Chrift’s ;  and  pointedly  to  contradict  the  mifia~ 
ken  opinion,  that  Chrift  baptized  in  water. 

John  knew  very  well  the  difciples  did  fo,  and 
doubdefs  knew  on  what  ground  it  was.  Let  any 
one  read  carefully  his  evangelical  hiftory  and  epif- 
tles,  and  obfervc  his  almoft  total  filence  about 
many  things  related  by  others,  and  how  he 
abounds  in  the  mention  of  deep  fpiritual  matters  $ 
and  fee  if  it  does  not  greatly  favour  the  opinion, 
that  John  faw  the  abundant  need  of  preferv- 
ing  and  inculcating  things  of  an  inward,  living, 
fpiritual  import  and  concernment,  and  divine  na¬ 
ture; 
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tute  :  he  aimed  at  life  and  Jubfiance ,  and  care¬ 
fully  retained  what  is  moft  livingly  exprefiive  of 
it,  and  what  tends  moft  immediately  to  promote 
the  knowledge  of  it  among  men.  In  his  epiftles 
he  dwells  almoft  entirely  on  things  really  effen- 
tial :  he  makes  the  old  commandment,  the  word 
they  had  C{  heard  from  the  beginning” — and  the 
new,  “  which  thing”  (fays  he)  4<  is  true  in  him 
and  in  you,”  to  centre  in  the  doftrine  of  the  true 
light  that  now  Ihineth,  i  John,  ii.  7,  8.  And 
his  advices  are  to  faithfulncfs  in  keeping  and  abid¬ 
ing  in  the  holy  word ,  to  love  and  good  works  y 
but  not  a  word  of  exhortation  to  ceremonials.— 
And  may  we  not  fairly  conclude,  both  water  bap- 
tifm,  and  the  bread  and  wine,  were  much  laid 
afide,  or  very  little  relied  upon  or  inculcated,  at 
the  late  period  at  which  this  beloved  difciplc 
'  wrote  ? 
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CHAP,  IV. 

Chrijl's  laptifm  is  into  the  name,  i.  e.  life  and  pow¬ 
er  of  the  Godhead .  So  his  commiffion  to  his  dij - 

adminijler  it,  could  not  be  executed  but  by 
divine  power .  They  waiting  for ,  received  this, 

baptized  others  with  it.  All  gofpel  preaching 
is  herein ,  its  nature  is  baptizing .  Cbrijl's 

baptifm  effects  entire  fanblif  cation.  John's  a  live¬ 
ly  type  of  it ,  Arfiyr  all  over  It  /hew¬ 

ed  the  need  of  cleanfmg  and  remi/fion,  but  effected 
neither .  ChriJF s  alone  can.  John  conftantly  dif- 
tingui/hes  his  from  Chri/Ts,  by  the  word  water. 
Cbrift  baptized  none  in  water ,  nor  ordered  it  (that 
appears )  but  doubt lefs  would ,  had  it  been  his  bap¬ 
tifm.  None  of  the  prophecies  point  him  out  Jo 
baptizing ,  but  as  ejfeffing  inward  changes.  Dif- 
ciples  uje  of  water  no  more  perpetuates  it,  than 
their  ufe  of  circumci/ion ,  anointing  with  oil ,  vows , 
&c.  do  them .  Paul's  commiffion  full,  yet  he 

thanks  God  he  baptized  Jo  few.  Council  at  Jeru - 
falem  did  not  advife  water,  bread  or  wine . 

LET  us  now  attend  more  particularly  to  the 
great  baptifmal  commiffion,  Mat.  28.  The 
1 8th  verfe  introduceth  it  thus:  “  and  jd  11$ 
came  and  fpake  unto  them,  faying,  all  power  is 
given  untome  in  heaven  and  in  earth.”  A  very 
proper  introduction  to  command  attention,  infpire 
confidence,  and  fliow  them  whence  their  whole 
qualification  to  teach  baptizingly  was  to  proceed, 
19th,  <c  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  eis  to  onoma,  into  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  cf  the  Holy  Gholt/' 
20th,  “  Teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things 

whatfoever 
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whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  :  and  lo !  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 
Amen.”  Obferire  he  fays;  «  go  ye  therefore 
that  is,  bicaufe  “  I  have  all  power,”  and  can  and 
will  qualify  you  fo  to  teach,  in  my  own  Life  and 
power ,  as  thereby  to  baptize  the  people  into  the 
Very  name,  the  power,  virtue  and  life,  of  the  Di¬ 
vinity.  ObferVe  further,  the  commiffion  is  not 
teach,  and  baptize;  as  two  diftindt  adts  ;  but 
teach,  baptizing.  And,  as  Juch  a  work  might 
feem  almoft  too  great  for  their  faith,  he  adds, 
that  he  (who  had  all  power)  would  be  with  them 
in  the  work,  and  that  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

It  is  plain  that  this  commiftion,  as  it  enjoins  a 
very  fpecial  kind  of  teaching,  fuch  as  fhould  baptize 
the  people  into  true  dijciplefhip,  as  members  of  the 
body,  the  church  of  Chritl ;  fo  it  could  not  be 
executed  but  by  a  fupernatural  afTidance  received 
from  on  high.  “  Behold”  (faid  Chrift)  “  I  fend  the 
promifeofmy  Father  upon  you ;  but  tarry  yc  in 
the  city  of  Jerufalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with, 
power  from  on  high/'  Luke  xxiv.  49.  “  John 
truly  baptized  with  water,  but  ye  fhall  be  bap¬ 
tized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  not  many  days  hence/* 
A£b  i.  v.  Ye  fhall  receive  power  after  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  is  come  upon  you  ;  and  ye  fhall  be 
witneffes  unto  me,  both  in  Jerufalem,  and  in  2II 
Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermoft: 
part  of  the  earth/'  verfe  8.  Thus  evident 
it  is,  that  their  being  living  witndTcs  of 
Chrift  depended  on  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghojl 
coming  upon  them ;  and  that  they  could  never 
adminifter  his  baptifm,  till  they  were  thereby  fo 
endued,  as  to  teach,  baptizing  into  the  fame  Spirit 
Shcmfolves  wer$  baptized  with,-— This  baptifm  into 
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the  name ,  they  in  due  time  fo  eminently  received 
as  they  waited  for  it  according  to  diredtion— 

with  one  accord  in  one  place,”  A6ts  ii.  *  • 
that  is  probably  in  filent  retirement,  waiting  upon 
God  ;  that  m  the  power  thereof  they  taught  with 
iuch  baptizing  efficacy,  that  multitudes  were  pricked 
m  their  heart. ,  Ads  ii.  37.  The  Holy  Ghoji  fell  6n 
them  which  heard  the  word,  chap.  x.  44.  Their 
very  enemies  were  not  able  to  refill:  the  wifdom 
and  the  (pint  by  which  they  fpake,  as  chap.  vi.  10. 
1  hus  truly  “  with  great  power  gave  the  Apollles 
witnefs  of  the  refurredtion  of  the  Lord  Jefus,” 
chap.  iv.  33.  And  thus  they  preached  the  gofpel 
unco  the  people,  “  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent 
down  from  heaven,”  1  Peter  i.  12.  No  wonder 
then  it  fell  on  thole  who  in  true  faith ,  that  was  of 
the  operation  of  God,  received  the  word,  and  glad¬ 
ly  embraced  the  gofpd.  (Thrift  promifed,  “  he 
that  believeth  on  me,  as  the  feripture  hath  faid, 
out  of  his  belly  (ball  How  rivers  of  living  water  5 
but  this  fpake  he  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  that  be¬ 
lieve  on  him  fhould  receive,”  John  vii.  38,  39. 
And  what  can  be  more  natural  than  for  it  to  flow  into 
others,  as  it  flows  out  of  them  ?  efpecially  as  (Thrift's 
exprefs  direction  was,  “  freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give.”  It  feems  the  Spirit  not  only  flows 
into,  and  continues  to  flow  in  the  hearts  of  true 
believers,  but  more  or  lefs  flows  out  of  them  upon 
others-,  for  they  are,  as  (Thrift  teftifies,  the  “light 
of  the  world,”  Mat.  v.  14 ;  “  the  fait  of  the  earth,” 
13;  “  a  city  fee  upon  an  hill,”  14,  ike.  He 
promifed  to  make  his  difciples  “  filhers  of  men,” 

Some  affirm,  no  man  can  baptize  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft— truly  none  can,  in  his  own  time  and  abili¬ 
ty  i.  nor  can  any  preach  the  gofpd  but  by  divine 

affijlanct , 
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ajfiflance.  All  true  gofpel  miniftry  is  in  the  life  of 
the  Son  of  God,  and  wherever  it  proves  effe&ual 
to  the  converfion  of  fouls,  it  is  a  baptizing  miniftry • 
None  are  fjhers  of  men ,  but  who  are  made  fo  by 
Chrift  :  learning  and  eloquence  may  amufe,  but 
it  is  the  Holy  Ghoft  font  down  from  heaven  that 
makes  gofpel  preachers.  T  his  fihcds  itlelf  through 
Juchs  in  a  blefled  diffufion  upon  others ,  oft  times,, 
In  a  very  lively,  inltru&ive  and  foul-benefiting 
manner.  And  this  is  a  thing  as  experimentally 
known,  where  the  real  gofpel,  which  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  falvation,  is  preached  in  the  life, 
evidence  and  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,  and  with 
power,  as  any  gofpel  experience  whatever;  and 
it  is  ftrange  to  hear  Chriftians  deny  it. 

Does  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  in  our  day 
fucceed  or  not  to  the  real  benefit  of  fouls  ?  If  mty 
it  is  ufelefs.  If  it  does,  what  caufcs  the  benefit  ? 
Is  it  of  God \  or  o  (man?  Art  thou  fo  vain,  oh !  man, 
as  to  think  thou  can  ft  do  any  fpi  ritual  good  of  thy- 
felf,  unaflifted  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrifi  ?  If  this  is 
thy  idea,  thou  art  no  true  gofpel  minifter;  for 
they  know  they  can  do  nothing  of  themfelves.— ? 
If  thou  art  fenfible  of  the  help,  life  and  affiftanee 
of  the  holy  Spirit  in  thy  miniftry,  and  of  a  divine 
and  beneficial  influence  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
partake  of  it,  thou  mayeft  reft  allured,  that  fo  far  as 
it  is  truly  fo,  it  is  through  the  operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  on  their  hearts  ;  and  whatever  be  the 
degree  of  this,  more  or  lefs,  thy  miniftry  is  fo  far, 
and  no  further,  a  baptizing  miniftry  :  fo  far,  and 
no  further,  it  is  truly  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel. 
And  it  is  thus,  and  only  thus,  that  it  pleafeth 
€*  God,  through  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching,  to 
feve  them  that  believe,”  1  Con  i*  2iv— It  is  very 
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unlikely  that  any  lhould  be  faved  through  preach* 
ing,  unlefs  thereby  baptized  with  the  one  Javint 
baptijm  -,  for  nothing  elfe  ever  can  Jave.  Hence 
clear  it  is,  that  through  true  gofpel  preaching. 
this  baptifm  is  adminiftered  to  them  that  believe \ 
the  word  preached  being  mixed  with  frith  in  them 
that  hear  it.  And  no  miniftry  that  is  not  in  its 
own  nature,  life  and  influence,  baptizing  is  in 
any  degree  the  genuine  miniftry  of  the  gofpel.— 
But,  thanks  be  unto  God,  there  is  yet  preferved  a 
living,  powerful  and  heaft-baptizing  miniftry  j 
and  many  are  the  living  witneffes  of  it,  and  of  its 
blefled  effects. — And  I  am  well  confirmed,  that 
no  rightly  qualified  gofpel  minifter  can  doubt  of 
the  baptizing  influence  of  right  miniftry.  He 
who  knows  Chrift,  living,  acting  and  fpeaking 
in  him,  knows  that  which  alone  baptizes  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft  and  with  fire.  “  I  in  them,  and 
thou  jn  me,”  lays  Chrift  to  his  Father,  John  xvii. 
aj.  And  many  other  texts  declare  Chrift  in  ut  j 
and  true  and  blefled  experience  indubitably  con¬ 
firms  it.  What  then  can  be  too  hard  for  his  mi- 
nifters,  in  and  under  his  influence  ?  Paul  fays,  “I 
can  do  all  things  through  Chrift,  which  ftrengthen- 
eth  me,”  Phil.  iv.  13.  But  Chrift  himfelf  puts  the 
matter  beyond  all  reafonable  difpute,  John  xiv. 
1  a ;  and  he  aflerts  it  with  tc  a  verily,  verily,  I  fay 
unto  you,  he  that  believeth  on  me,  the  works  that 
I  do  fhall  he  dp  ;  and  greater  works  than  thefe 
fhall  he  do ;  becaufe  I  go  to  my  Father.” 
Hence  Paul  fay%,  “  I  have  begotten  you,  through 
the  gofpel,”  1  Cor.  iv.  1 5  j  and  fpeaks  of  impart¬ 
ing  fpiritual  gifts,  Rom.  i.  11.  Hence,  on  the 
laying  on  of  the  Apoftles  hands,  “the  Holy 
Ghpft  was  given,”  A&sviii.  18.  Hence,  as  Pe¬ 
ter  began  tp  fpeak  to  the  houfhold  of  Cornelius, 
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the  Holy  Ghoft/c//  on  them.  And  hence  Chrift 
fays  (in  confideration  that  it  was  be  who  fpake  iff 
his  difciples,  and  his  Father  in  him,  and  fo  in 
them )  “  he  that  receiveth  you,  receiveth  mi ;  and 
he  that  receiveth  me,  receiveth  him  that  Jent  me," 
Mat.  x.  40.  On  this  ground  Paul  calls  himfelf 
“the  minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  Gentiles j 
miniftering  the  gofpel  of  God,  that  the  offering 
up  of  the  Gentiles  might  be  acceptable,  being 
fanblifitd  by  the  Holy  Gboft,”  Rom.  xv.  16.  And 
verfe  18  he  adds,  “fori  will  not  dare  to  fpeak  of 
any  of  thefe  things,  which  Chrift  hath  not  wrought 
by  me."  Well  then  might  he  fpeak  of  miniftering 
Sbegt/pel,  which  is  the  power  of  God ;  feeing  it  was 
all  the  work  of  Chrift  by  him,  and  refulted  in  fane* 
tifi cation,  by  the  Holy  Ghojl,  the  baptizing  power 
of  the  gofpel.  Indeed  the  very  defign  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  miniftry  is  to  open  people's  eyes,  and  to  turn 
them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
of  Satan  unto  God,”  Acts  xxvi.  18, 

This  miniftry  lays  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
corrupt  trees  in  men’s  hearts ,  and  therein  is  execut¬ 
ing  the  very  work  of  Chrift.  It  is  truly  Chrift  that 
does  the  work  j  but  he  works  much  by  inftru- 
ments  :  John  was  a  great  inftrument  in  his  hand: 
his  miniftry  was  very  ufeftil  in  helping  to  kindle 
that  fire  which  was  to  burn  up  the  chaff. 
He  powerfully  taught  the  neceflity  of  this  fiery 
baptifm,  and  of  renouncing  all  dependence  on  be¬ 
ing  Abraham’s  children.  This  was  a  good  be¬ 
ginning,  and  was  a  very  neceffary  preparation  for 
Chrift,  who  had  afterwards  ftill  further,  and  pref* 
fingly  too,  to  combat  and  alarm  that  difpofition, 
perhaps  as  prevalent  now  as  at  that  day-,  and  that 
among  too  many  profeffing  Chriftians,  may  I  not 
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fay,  of  all  denominations  ?  I  belong  to  this  or  that 
reformed  and  truly  religious  fociety  :  we  are  in  the 
tru'd  faith  and  practice  of  the  Apoftles.  Here  thou- 
fands  ftick  in  a  Ufelefs  profdfion,  as  to  themfelves  ■ 
and  yet  imagine  themfelves  the  true  feed  and  off- 
fpring  of  Abraham,  fpirituallv.  And  it  is  very 
hard  removing  them  from  their  ferong  holds,  or 
-  making  them  fcnfible  of  the  need  of  the  axe  and 
th efre.  John’s  miniftry  was  to  fuch,  doubtlefs, 
truly  awakening.  And  then,  as  already  obferved, 
his  dipping  them,  not  partly,  but  all  over  in  water, 
was  a  lively  and  very  ftriking  reprefentation  of  the 
bapeifm  whereby  Chriit  thoroughly  cleanfeth  the 
floor  of  the  heart*  And  to  point  out  thi$y  and  to 
enkindle  a  defire  to  experience  it,  was  all  that  out¬ 
ward  dipping  could  do,  fave  to  wafli  away  the 
outward  filth  of  the  flelb.  It  could  do  nothing  in 
kfielf  towards  real  remiffion  of  fins ;  that  is'the 
work  of  Chrift,  and  the  foul  is  brought  to  ex¬ 
perience  it  through  his  bapltfm.  Hence  John  was 
very  careful  to  prevent  the  idea  of  his  own  baptifm 
being  faying.  He  never  once  fpeaks  of  it,  that  I 
recollect,  but  he  adds  the  word  watery  to  turn  the 
mind  from  refting  in  it,  as  a  thing  in  any  wife 
profitable,  further  than  as  it  reprefented  a  perfect 
ejeanfiing  and  purification  by  ChriJTs ,  and  engaged 
them  to  prefs  after  it.  I  indeed  baptize  you  with 
water,  but  Chrijl  fhall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy 
Ghoit  and  fire,  and  thereby  cleanfc  you  thorough¬ 
ly  within ,  as  I  walh,  or  dip  you  all  over  outwardly , 
is  the  import  of  John's  teftimony.  And  three 
times,  in  eight  verfes,  fpeaking  of  his  own  bap- 
tiim,  he  every  time  carefully  adds  the  word  water , 
in  contradiftinftion  to  Chrijl9 s.  Firft,  being  ex¬ 
amined  why  he  baptized,  if  he  was  not  Chriftf 
J-lias,  nor  that  prophet*  it  feeros  he  thought  it 
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apology  enough  to  tell  them,  John  i.  26,  I 
baptize  with  water  ”  and  refer  them  to  Ckrift  for 
gofpel  baptifm,  that  is  of  the  Holy  Ghotl.  For 
outward  water  being  no  part  of  CbriJFs  baptifm, 
but  being  long  before  then  in  fome  fort  pra&ifed 
among  the  Jews,  it  was  no  intrufion  into  Chrifi' $ 
office  for  John  to  baptize  with  it.  So  that  this 
ihort  anfwcr  of  John,  that  he  only  baptized  with 
water  (an  old  practice)  an  outward ,  and  compara¬ 
tively  a  low  thing,  entirely  different  from  Chrift’s 
baptifm,  and  no  part  of  it,  was  amply  fufficienc 
to  exculpate  John  from  any  juft  imputation  of 
meddling  with  things  too  high  for  him,  or  belong¬ 
ing  to  another.  But  further  to  evince  how  care¬ 
ful  John  was  to  keep  up  the  diftindtion  that  forever 
exifts,  in  the  very  ground  and  nature  of  them,  be¬ 
tween  his  baptifm  and  Chrift’s— we  find  that  in 
the  3 1  ft  verie  he  again  dwells  on  or  repeats  this 
important  diftindtion,  by  the  word  water ,  ct  that 
ne  fhould  be  made  manifeft  to  Ifrael,  therefore 
am  I  come  baptizing  with  water  '——and  no  further 
on  than  the  next  verfe  but  one,  the  33d,  he  again 
holds  up  the  fame  diftindtion;  “  he  that  fent  me 
to  baptize  with  vjater ,  the  fame  faid  unto  me*, 
upon  whom  thou  fhalt  fee  the  Spirit  delcendino  and 
remaining  on  him,  the  fame  is  he  which  bapdzeth 
with  the  Holy  Ghoft.” — One  would  think  this 
three-fold  teftimony,  all  in  fo  Ihort  a  time,  might 
fatisry  every  fober  mind,  that  water  baptifm ,  and 
that  of  Chrifi,  are  entirely  two  diftindl  and  feparate 
things;  and  more  efpecially,  as  touching  water,  it 
is  very- particularly  recorded  that  Jefus  himfelf 
baptized  not.  He  might  and  did,  with  a  great 
ueal  of  wifdom  and  condefcending  goodnefs 
noted  before,  allow  his  difciples  to  do  it,  fn  th« 
weak  and  early  ftate  and  itage  of  things,  before 
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sii  the  fhadows  could  well  be  laid  afide,  theif 
ininds  not  being  then  able  to  bear  it :  c*  I  have  ytt 
many  things'  to  fay  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear 
them  now/'  John  xvi.  12*  And  as  the  difciples 
did>  through  this  all-wife  permiffion;  baptize  con- 
fiderable  numbers,  and  that  upon  their  faith  in 
and  following  Jefus,  and  becoming  his  difciples, 
it  was  but  natural  for  the  people  to  confider  it  as 
if  Chrift  had  done  it  hirtifclf.  Nor  is  it  at  all 
ftrangc  therefore  that  “  the  Pharifees  had  heard 
that  Jefus  made  and  baptized  more  difciples  than 
John  (though  JefuS  hirtifclf  baptized  not,  but  his 
difciples”)  John  iv,  1,  2.  And  as  what  a  mart 
docs  by  others,  he  is  often  called  the  doer  of ;  fo 
the  people  then  (fiippoftng  the  difciples  baptized 
by  Chrift's  authority  and  comnhiffion,  becaufe 
they  were  his  difciples  and  followers  whom  they  fo 
baptized)  (aid  h e  baptized*,  but  it  is  clear  enough 
that  be  only  fuffered  it,  and  that  in  condefcenfion  ; 
Oordol  believe  it  would  ever  have  been  fo  care*- 
fully  recorded  that  he  bimfelf  baptized  not,  had  out¬ 
ward  water  been  any  part  of  his  baptifm  ;  but  his 
baptifm  being  quite  another  thing,  he  faw  it  propef 
Wholly  to  avoid  adminiftering  outward  water  as  an 
ordinance;  and  that  probably  left  it  (hould  coun¬ 
tenance  an  idea  that  it  belonged  to  his  gofpel  and 
kingdom ;  and  fo  ftrengthen  the  already  tod  flrong 
attachment  of  the  people  to  things  outward  ;  and 
to  prevent  this  in  after  times,  it  wasalfo  proper 
that  it  fhould  be  exprefsly  recorded  that  “  Jefus' 
himfelf  baptized  not/’  and  in  confirmation  of 
thefc  fentiments  it  may  be  obferved,  that  he  never 
once  on  any  occafioii  enjoined  it  on  any  to  baptize,5 
or  be  baptized,  in  water— we  read  particularly 
what  He  did,  and  what  he  ordered  done ,  on  divers 
particyjar  occafions.^-Many  believed  on  him; 

many 
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many  he  healed,  and  caft  out  devils:  but  never 
a  word  that  he  either  baptized  any  of  thefe,  or  or¬ 
dered  them  baptized,  in  water.— We  read  expreff- 
ly,  that  he  dire&ed  one  to  go  and  offer  for  his 
cleafing  “  the  gift  that  Moles  commanded,  for 
a  teftimony  unto  them,”  Mat.  viii.  4*  Another 
he  ordered  to  “  go  walli  in  the  pool  of  Siloam,” 
John  ix.  7  :  but  not  an  instance  of  any  one  or¬ 
dered  by  him  to  be  baptized  by  another  in  water. 
But  had  water  baptifm  been  his,  or  any  part  of 
his  go/pel,  it  would  have  been  a  ftrange  thing  in¬ 
deed  had  he  never  vouchfafed  once  to  admi- 
nifter  it,  nor  order  it  done  on  any  of  the  multi¬ 
tudes  that  believed  on  him,  or  out  of  whom  he 
call  devils,  or  whom  he  healed.  A-nd  even  this 
omifiaon  alone,  it  prevailing  throughout  the  whole 
hiftory  of  his  life,  both  before  and  after  his  re- 
furreftion,  were  in  my  view  fufficient  to  over¬ 
throw  the  notion  of  water  baptifm  being  a  gofpel 
ordinance. 

What  !  appoint  a  folemn  ordinance,  even  a  fa- 
•rament  (as  fome  call  it)  of  perpetual  obligation 
in  the  church,  and  never  once  deign  to  adminifter 
it,  or  order  it  adminiftcred  to  any  individual, 
among  all  the  thoufands  who  became  his  difei- 
ples  ?  This  were  ftrange  indeed ;  and  to  me  is 
quite  incredible,  and  inadmiflibie.  Indeed  a- 
mong  all  the  very  pointed  and  remarkable  pro¬ 
phecies  concerning  Chrift,  there  is  not  one  in  alt 
the  Old  Teftament  that  points  him  out  as  the  ad- 
miniftrator  of  water  baptifm ,  or  as  eftablifliing  a 
church  or  kingdom  accompanied  with  any  fuch 
outward  ordinances.  The  Father,  by  Ifaiah, 
{peaks  of  him  as  the  Lord’s  Eledt,  in  whom  his 
foul  delighteth;  declaring,  If.  xlii.  i,  “I  have 
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put  my  Spirit  upon  him’'— giving  him  «  for  a 
covenant  to  the  people,  for  a  light  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  to  open  blind  eyes,  to  bring  out  the  pri- 
foncrs,  and  them  that  fit  in  darknefs,”  &c.  and 
further,  “  behold  the  former  things  are  come  to 
pafs,  and  new  things  do  I  declare  ;  before  they 
fpring  forth,  I  tell  you  of  them.”  But  not  a 
word,  among  all  thefe  new  things ,  of  his  baptiz¬ 
ing  in  oucward  water.  His  work  was  to  bring 
forth  judgment  unto  truth,  enlighten  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  bring  out  of  prifon  and  darknefs,  “  bring 
the  blind  by  a  way  they  knew  not,”  an  inward 
fpiritual  way  ;  not  the  way  of  figns,  fhadows,  and 

outward  ordinances — thefe  were  the  old  things. _ - 

“  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have  not 
known.”  Thefe  are  inward. 


Again,  If.  lii.  13,  tf  behold  my  fervant  fhall 
deal  prudently,”  &c.— 15,  “  fo  fhall  he  fprinlde 
many  nations,”  &c.  He  was  indeed  more  truly 
wife  and  prudent,  than  to  praCtife  or  efleem  out¬ 
ward  fprinkling  or  dipping  as  a  gofpcl  ordinance  j 
his  is  a  fpiritual  fprinkling,  as  explained  Ez. 
xxxvi.  25,  “  then  will  I  fprinkle  clean  water  up¬ 
on  you,  and  ye  fhall  be  clean.”  The  26th  and 

27  th  verfes  promife  a  new  heart,  and  new  fpirit _ 

the  Lord’s  Spirit  put  within  them.  Such  things 
as  thefe  did  the  Prophets  foretel— but  not  once  in 
all  their  predictions,  of  return,  reformation,  re¬ 
iteration,  and  building  the  wafte  places,  and  the 
like,  do  they  ever  mention  or  hint  at  Chrift’s  bap¬ 
tizing  with  water,  or  eftabiilhing  any  fuch  kind  of 
fhadowv  inftirutions  in  his  glorious  gofpel  church. 
Nor  did  Chrift,  when  he  came,  ever  once,  that 
\Ve  read  of,  call  that  of  water  his  baptifm.  In¬ 
deed  it  is  never  once  fo  called  in  ail  the  Bible,  that 
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I  can  find.  And,  moreover,  I  do  not  find  that 
Chrift  ever  called  it  by  any  other  name  than  John  s 
baptifm.  And  is  it  not  wonderful,  that  he  Ihould 
conflantly,  and  as  often  as  he  fpake  of  water  bap- 
iifm ,  call  it  Johns,  if  it  was  as  truly  his  own,  as 
John's  ?  Or' how  can  we  fuppofe  he  ordained  it  as 
a  Handing  ordinance  in  his  church,  and  yet  never 
mentioned  it  once  as  fuch  ? — Why  fhould  he  leave 
his  followers,  to  the  world’s  end,  under  the  great 
difficulties  and  difadvantages  of  luch  a  total  fi- 
lence,  if  he  willed  them  to  ufe  it  as  his  baptifm  ? 
Was  Moles  more  faithful  in  his  houfe,  than  Chrift 
in  his  ?  Mofes  was  very  particular  in  defcribing 
the  rituals  of  the  law,  even  to  very  minute  cir~ 
cumftances :  and  would  Chrift  ordain  a  perpetual 
inftitution,  and  never  oncevcall  it  his  owny  but 
always  call  it  Johns?  He  knew  very  well  that 
both  himfelf,  John,  and  others,  called  and  un¬ 
der  ftood  water  baptifm  to  be  Johns .  He  alfo 
knew  his  own  was  repeatedly  placed  in  direft  con- 
tradiftin&ion  to  it — and  faid  to  be  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  So  that  in  commiflionating  his  difciples 
to  adminifter  his  own  baiptifm,  there  was  no  need 
todefcribe  it  over  again  ;  for  it  had  been  fo  often 
exprefsly  defined,  and  diftUguifhed  from  that  of 
water,  that  he  might  well  fuppofe  no  real 
difciple  of  his  need  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  he 
meant  by  the  word  baptizing  in  his  great  gofpel 
commiflion— and  efpecially  after  having  fo  abun¬ 
dantly,  and  on  fo  many  occafions,  taught  them  the 
inward  and  fpiritual  nature  of  his  kingdom,  and 
fo  repeatedly  turned  their  minds  from  outward  ob¬ 
servations,  to  inward  realities. 

But  had  he  inftituted  water  baptifm,  after  all 
this,  as  a  gofpel  ordinance,  it  would  have  been 

highly 
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highly  requisite  for  him  to  have  expreffed  it  to  be 
water>  in  the  mod  particular  manner— much 
^nore  fo  than  if  his  baptifm  had  never  been  named 
as  different  from  water.  He  might  well  krTow 
his  followers  would  be  apt  to  conclude  he  inftitut- 
cd  his  own  baptifm,  and  not  one  which  had  fo  re¬ 
peatedly  been  exprefsly  diflinguiflied  therefrom. 
He  might  well  know  that  thofe  whofe  minds  were, 
at  lead  in  degree,  opened  by  his  repeated  endea¬ 
vours  to  turn  them  from  things  outward  to  things 
inward,  from  figns  to  fubdance,  would  not  be 
unlikely  to  tinderdand  his  words  to  mean  fpirit- 
*sally  ;  indead  of  turning  back,  to  fuppofe  him 
now  at  lad  bringing  them  in  bondage  to  weak 
and  beggarly  elements.  He  had  comforted  their 
forrowful  fouls  with  a  promife  of  coming  again 
to  them  in  fpirit,  and  taking  up  his  abode  with 
them ,  and  thus  remaining  with  them  to  the  end 
of  the  world.— Almod  every  thing  he  had  faid  to 
them,  for  fome  time  pad,  had  tended  dire&ly, 
and  indeed  been  by  him  defigned,  to  lead  inward, 
and  to  afpiritual  difeerning  and  underdanding  of 
things;  fo  that  had  he  now,  jud  before  he  left 
them,  turned  back,  and  in  diredt  contradiction  to 
the  very  nature  of  his  gofpel  and  kingdon,  and  to 
the  whole  Icope  and  tenor  of  his  own  excellent 
parables  and  difeourfes,  inftituted  an  outward 
baptifm  or  fupper,  it  might  furely  be  expect¬ 
ed  he  would  have  told  them  exprefsly  what 
he  intended— nor  can  1  fuppofe  he  would  by  any 
means  have  omitted  it.— 1  am  fo  well  adored  of 
the  fpirituality  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  Chrid’s 
dodtrines  and  difeourfes,  that  1  cannot  entertain 
the  lead  idea,  but  that  had  he  edablifhed  outward 
figns,  he  would  have  very  explicitly  declared 
them  t9  he  outward, — -Others  may  think  other- 
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wife.  But  though  I  have  great  charity  and 
good-will  for  many  who  adhere  to  thofe  figns,  l 
cannot  but  think,  that  where  they  come  to  have  a 
full  view  of  the  purity  of  the  gofpel  ltate,  and  a 
clear  underftanding  of  the  drift  and  defign  of 
Chrift’s  many  hints,  intimations,  and  heavenly 
communications  to  his  difciples,  they  muft  fee  the 
total  abolition  of  all  the  mere  rituals,  both  of 
John  and  of  Mofes. 

'  v  $  '  1 1**  n  <  •  ;  »  ♦  \  .  ..  *  -  .  r  / 

It  is  often  urged,  that  Chrift’s  difciples  bap¬ 
tized  in  water.  I  conceive  this  no  more  per¬ 
petuates  water  baptifm,  than  their  circumcifing, 
purifying,  {having,  vows,  anointing  the  lick 
with  oil,  abftaining  from  blood  and  from  things 
ftrangled,  perpetuate  thefe  things  in  the  church. 
— Thefe  two  laft  were  exprefsly  enjoined  by  the 
elders,  even  upon  the  Gentiles ,  and  that  after  de¬ 
liberate  confideration  and  debate,  at  the  time  of 
the  great  Council  at  Jerufalem,  Afts  15,  though 
at  the  fame  time,  through  affiftance  of  the  Hcftv 
Ghoft,  they  decreed  againft  circumcifing  the 
Gentiles,  and  confidered  cifcumcifion  as  an  unea- 
fyyoke;  yet  in  the  beginning  of  the  very  next 
chapter,  we  read  that  Paul,  though  he  and  Timo¬ 
thy  had  thefe  very  decrees  to  deliver,  to  be  kept 
as  they  paffed  through  the  cities,  even  at  fuch  a 
junflure  as  this,  he  a&ed  fo  greatly  incondefcen- 
fion  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  Jews,  that  he  circum- 
cifed  Timothy,  becaufe  of  them  ;  and  after  he  had 
pafled  on,  and  they  had  delivered  faid  decrees,  on 
his  return  again  to  Jerufalem,  all  the  elders,  with 
.  James  (who  had  pointedly  decided  againft  cir- 
cumcifion  in  regard  to  the  Gentiles)  told  Paul 
that  many  thoufands  of  the  Jews  believed  ;  that 
they  were  zealous  of  circumcifxon  and  the  law  of 
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Mofes,.  andadvifed  him  to  purify  himfelf,  and  hi 
at  charges ,  &c.  with  four  men  that  had  a  vow; 
that  fo  thole  over-zealous  Jews  might  fee  he  kept 

the  law,  and  walked  orderly,  Adts  xxi.  20 _ 24, 

And  yet  in  the  next  verfe  they  fay,  cc  as  touching 
the  Gentiles  which  believe,  we  have  written  and 
concluded  that  they  obferve  no  fuch  thing/'  &c. 
So  we  read,  26,  “then  Paul  cook  the  men,  and 
the  next  day  purifying  himfelf  with  them,  entered 
into  the  temple,  tofignify  the  accomplifhment  of 
the  days  of  purification,  until  that  an  offering 
fliould  be  offered  for  every  one  of  them."  So 
very  great  was  the  condefcenfion  of  the  primitive 
A  potties  and  elders  to  the  weak  (late  of  the  people 
in  thole  early  times. — To  the  weak,  Paul  fays  he 
became  weak,  yea  that  he  was  made  all  things  to 
all  men,  that  he  might  fave  fome,  1  Cor.  ix.  22  ; 
and  this  hecxprefsly  declares  he  did  for  the  go f- 
pel’s  fake,  verfe  23. — Yea,  further  he  fays  ex- 
prefsly,  he  caught  them  with  guile,  2  Cor.  xii.  16. 
This  kind  of  condefcending  guile  they  doubt- 
lefs  thought  necelfary  in  thofe  times  of  weaknefs 
and  zeal  for  ordinances. — Paul's  knowledge  of 
Chrift  was  by  revelation,  and  fo  he  faw  clearly 
beyond  thofe  outfide  things,  and  knew  that  nei¬ 
ther  they,  nor  water  baptifm,  could  poffibly  be¬ 
long  to  the  gofpel.  Hence,  though  on  the  fame 
principle  of  condefcenfion  he  baptized  a  few,  he 
thanked  God  it  was  fo  very  few ;  and  declared  he 
was  not  fent  commiffioned  to  do  it,  1  Cor.  i.  17. 
Had  he  not  known  it  was  not  Chrift's  baptifm, 
nor  within  the  great  cornmiffion,  he  would  not 
have  dared  to  affront  his  Lord,  by  thanking  him 
that  he  had  fo  almoft  totally  negleftcd  his  great 
gofpel  ordinance.-— Paul's  commiffion  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  A£ts  xxvi.  T3,  is  exprdsly  “to  open  their 
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eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may 
receive  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  inheritance  among 
them  which  are  fan-ttified,  by  faith  that  is  in  me.” 
This  is  as  full,  and  contains  the  very  fum  and  cf- 
fence  of  the  general  commiffion.  Mat.  xxviii.  19, 
&c.  and  Mark  xvi.  only  that  it  feems  confined  to 
the  Gentiles. 

The  general  commiffion  is,  to  teach  all  na¬ 
tions,  baptizing  them  into  the  name,  &c.  and  de¬ 
clares  that  he  that  believeth,  and  is  fo  baptized, 

fhall  be  faved.— Paul’s  commiffion  is  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  Gentiles,  and  turn  them  from  darknefs 
to  the  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God. 
And  if  any  can  doubt  whether  this  is  the  fame 
baptizing  minillry  of  the  gofpel,  mentioned  in 
the  more  general  commiffion,  let  the  concluding 
words  of  Paul’s  commiffion  be  duly  weighed, 
“  that  ^ey  may  receive  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and 
inheritance  among  them  which  are  fan&ified,  by 
faith  that  is  in  me.  —  Here  they  were  not  only  to 
receive  forgivenefs  of  fins,  but  the Jatne  inherit¬ 
ance  with  all  the  other  iandtified,  and  that  through 
the  fame  faith  ;  for  thus  believing,  they  were  bap¬ 
tized  through  the  powerful  miniftry  of  the  Apoftle, 
which  was  in  the  evidence  and  demonftracion  of 
the  Spirit,  &c.  into  the  life,  power  and  virtue  of 
the  fame  eternal  name :  they  were  turned  truly 
unto  God  and  thus  truly  believing,  and  beino- 
livingly  and  ianctifyingly  baptized  into  the  fame 
holy  name,  and  into  the  fame  heavenly  inherit¬ 
ance,  and  therein  abiding  the  promife  that  they 
jhall  be  faved,  was  equally  in  force  to  them,  as  to 
others  fo  believing  and  being  fo  baptized  :*  that  if 
^ere  is  any  effcntial  difference  in  thefc  two  com- 
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millions,  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  by  thofe  Tent 
forth  in  the  execution  of  them,  I  have  notyef  dif- 
covered  it,  except  in  Paul’s  limitation  to  the 
Gentiles  ,-  and  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  that 
Paul  did,  in  the  execution  of  this  commiflion,  as 
truly  baptize  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghoft,  as  ever  an  Apoftle  of  Chriltdid,  un¬ 
der  the  general  commiflion  ;  yea,  did  adminifter 
the  very  fame  baptifm  therein  enjoined,  that  is 
Chrift’s,  and  not  John’s.  I  am  full  in  the  faith, 
that  Paul  well  knew  the  general  commiflion  con¬ 
tained  no  precept  for  water  baptifm.  He  knew 
too  well  the  nature  and  fpirituality  of  Chrift’s 
kingdom,  to  fuppofe  it  did — and  therefore  doing 
what  he  did,  at  baptizing  with  water,  in  mere 
condefcenfion,  he  might  as  well,  when  he  faw  the 
abufe  made  of  it,  thank  God  that  he  had  done  no 
more — as  he  might  that  he  had  circumcifed  no 
more;  for  as  neither  circumcifion  nor  uncircum- 
cifion,  fimply,  is  any  thing  in  this  kingdom ;  fo 
neither  is  baptifm  nor  non-baptifm  in  water,  lim¬ 
ply,  any  thing  at  all  therein — but  the  new  crea¬ 
ture:  and  this  is  all  in  all  in  this  fpiritual  king¬ 
dom. 

Some  may  think  I  make  very  bold  withgofpel 
ordinances,  as  they  call  them  ;  but  though  I  feel 
tendernefs  towards  many  who  think  them  fuc.h,  I 
am  at  no  lofs  in  pronouncing  them  no  real  parts 
of  the  gofpel.  And  if  they  had  been,  why  did 
not  the  great  Council  at  Jerufalem,  when  it  feemed 
good  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  to  them  to  lay  upon 
the  Gentiles  no  greater  burthen  than  the  few 
things  they  then  named,  mention  water  baptifm, 
and  the  bread  and  wine, 

pun£tually  obferved  ?  Paul  was  in  that  Councils 
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and  he  knew  water  baptifin  was  defigned  that 
Chrift  might  be  made  raanifeft  to  Ifrael  — and 
did  not  with  the  Gentiles  burthened  with  it,  any 
more  than  with  circumcifion.  He  and  others,  as 
occafion  might  feem  to  require,  in  becoming 
all  things  to  all  men,  in  thofe  early  times  of 
weakneis  and  mifguided  zeal  for  externals,  might 
condefcend  to  baptize  either  a  Jew  or  a  Gentile: 
but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  could  any  more 
be  brought  under  this  fign,  as  a  gofpel  ordinance, 
than  under  the  many  figns  and  fymbols  of  the  Mo- 
faic  law.  I  could  go  through  every  inftance  re¬ 
corded  in  fcripture,  where  it  was  ufed  by  the 
Apoflles,  and  I  think  clearly  evince,  that  in  no 
one  cafe  it  was  ufed  as  firi&ly  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  the  Melfiah,  nor  under  or  according 
to  his  great  gofpel  commiffion  :  but  fo  much  of 
this  kind  has  been  done  by  others,  as,  Del], 
Barclay,  Penn,  Pike,  Claridge,  Forfter,  Phipps, 
Fothergil),  &c.  that  I  think  it  not  necefifary  to 
be  fo  particular  ;  firmly  believing,  that  when 
m«n  lay  afide  all  preconceived  opinions,  and  look 
fully  and  fairly  into  the  nature  and  defign  of  the 
gofpel,  in  the  true  light  and  life  of  it,  they  mull 
unavoidably  fee  all  thefe  “  old  things  done 
away  j”  and  perceive  how  earneft  Paul  in  parti¬ 
cular  was,  to  prevent  the  believers  from  degener¬ 
ating  into  an  attachment  to  and  reliance  on  things 
outward.  Read  the  whole  epillle  to  the  Gala¬ 
tians  ;  it  abounds  with  his  care  on  this  account. 
And  if  we  go  to  the  bottom  of  things,  wc  Iball 
find  the  Jams  need  of  prefling  forward  to  the  dif- 
ufe  of  water  baptifm,  as  of  other  ceremonials. 
It  is  as  mere  a  ceremony,  as  merely  figurative,  as 
was  circumcifion,  or  any  of  the  divers  walkings  ; 
has  no  more  in  its  nature  or  effects  to  fuport  its 
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continuance  ;  and  is  no  more  perpetuated 
the  precepts  and  injunctions  of  Jefus. 


among 
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Re™r**  ™ fevera^M*g's  in  «  A' phi*  Account  of 
ths  Ordinance  of  Baptifm"  ( astbeem  there  alls  it.f 

He  is  or  was,  a  fenfible  writer ;  but  f  riving  to 
unite  oWfliadovrs  with  the  gofpel,  he,  like  all  who 
attempt  it,  blunders.  Glorift  takes  the  lambs  in  his 

oojom,  and  hears,  with  much  weaknefs:  The  vail 

is  done  away  in  Cbrijl.  He  is  the  end:  of  all  t  hints 
His  are  not  fubj.eS  to  ordinances,  in  things  that  te- 
rijh  with  the  ufing.  Jf  all  waited  God's  fending,, 
water  baptifm ,  &h  would  eeaft,  and:  preaching 
would  all  be  in  baptizing  efficacy.  The  non- expe¬ 
rience  of  tbisi,  acauft  ofdcubtht  matry:,  whether  gof- 
pel  minijliy  is  baptizing.  Gbrif's  mincers  not  al¬ 
ways  ready ,  but  minifter  the  Spirit  to  others,  as  it 
is  given  them.  The  words  “  into  the  natne  of  the 
Father,.  &c.  not  a  form  to  ujein  Jo  low  an  a£l 
as  that  of  water  baptijm Hence  never  ence  fo  ufed 
by  the  Primitives ;  but  doub fiefs  would  have  been, 
had  water  been  the  baptijm  of  the  eommiffion.  Pe¬ 
ter's  commanding  baptijm  at  Cornelius',  no  more 
perpetuates  it,  than  Pauls  baptizing  Crifpus  and 
lyoius,  though  not  fent  to  do  it  j  nor  any  more  than 
the  uje  of  eircumcifton,  purifying anointing  with 
ail,  ifc.  perpetuate’ them.  The  name,  is  the  vir¬ 
tue,.  power,  €sRr.  ChfiffiLord'cfthe  Sabbath  day 
■ — and  of  all  fgtsrceSme  hfUtxtiem.  Made  under 
the  law,  to  redeemi  Shaft  wider  iS„  Then  John  was 
audit?  it,  fa  khjf  baptfns  ended.  M  was  in  fame 

fort 
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fort  ttfed  under  the  law,  long  before  John.  Old 
rituals  not  to  be  incorporated  into  Cbrift’s  pure  re¬ 
ligion  and  war /hip.  His  talk  with  the  woman  of 
Humana,  and  with  John's  difciples,  import  this, . 
His  faft  is  inward. 

is  remarkable  how  ftrongly  the  advocates 
for  dipping  or  plunging  infill,  in  their  arguing:; 
againft  the  Pardo-Baptifts,  .or  fuch  as  fprinkle  in¬ 
fants,  upon  a  plain,  full  and  exprefs.command.  This 
I  think  they  pretty  generally  maintain.to  be  necefia- 
xy.  The  author  of  «  4  pl^p  Account  of  the 
•Ordinance  of  Baptifm,”  as  he  calls  it,  and  who 
fcetr.s  to  be  as  fenfible  a  writer  ahnoft  any  I 
have  read  in  defence  of  water  baptifm  byimmer- 
^on,  maintains  thefepropofitions,  page  4,  goftoti 
edition. 

<c  t.  The  receiving  -of -baptifm  is  not  a  duty  of 
itfelf,  or  a  duty  apparent  to  us  from  the  nature  of 
things  j  but  a  duty,  made  fuch  to  Cbriflians  by 
the  pofitivc  inftitution  of  JefusChrift. 

“  II.  All  pofitivc  duties,  or  duties  made  fuch  by 
inftitution  alone,  depend  entirely  upon  the  will  ar.d 
declaration  of  the  perfon  who  inftitutes  or  ordains 
them,  with  refpedt  to  the  real  defign  and  end  of 

them  ;  and  confcquently  to  the  due  manner  of  per¬ 
forming  them.  r 

“  III.  -It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the  nature,  the 
defign,  and  the  due  manner  of  receiving  baptifm, 
mull  of  ncccflity  depend  upon  what  Je/us  Chrift 

Who  inttituted  it,  hath  declared  about  it.” 

On 


(  160  ) 

On  which  I  would  remark*  that  if  the  nature , 
£»^/and  defign,  with  the  due  manner  of  admini- 
firing  and  receiving  Chrift’s  baptifm,  muft  depend 
entirely  upon  what  he  himfelf  bath  declared  shorn  it* 
I  think  it  is  plain,  that  xht  nature  of  it  is  altogether 
inward  and  fpirituah  He  neveronce  calls  outward 
baptifm  with  water  bis  ;  never  once  declares  any 
fuch  thing  about  his,  as  that  elementary  water  or 
any  other  outward  thing  belongs  to  it  $  but  diftin- 
guiffiing  his  own  from  that  of  water,  fays  plainly, 

John  truly  baptized  with  water,  but  ye  (hall  be 
baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,”  A6ts  i. 

And  astoth c  manner  of  its  adminiftration,  he 
has  not  declared  one  word  about  its  being  by  dip¬ 
ping  in  outward  water.  On  the  contrary,  what 
he  does  exprefsly  declare ,  as  to  its  adminifiration  by  his 
Apoftles,  (hews  it  to  be  by  and  through  the  effica¬ 
cy  of  their  powerful  gofpel  minifiry.  They  were 
to  teach,  baptizing:  and  that  not  into  water ;  but 
*<  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft*1’  And  even  this  very  author, 
in  reciting  this  pafTage,  this  great  commiffion, 
both  affirms  it  to  be  the  firft  account  of  baptifm 
as  a  Chriftian  inftitution  ,  and  renders  it  “  intoA 
the  name,”  &c.  p.  39.  Now  if,  as  he  afterts, 
this  is  c(  the  firft  account  of  baptifm  as  a  Chriftian 
inftitution, and  if  this  is  fo  very  different  from  that 
which  was  2#  water ,  that  it  is  into  the  eternal  name, 
how  could  he  add  water  to  this  inftitution,  and 
yet  repeatedly  maintain  theabfolute  ntcdiky  of  ft 
^lain  and  exprefs  declaration  from  Chrift  himfelf, 
both  as  to  the  nature,  end.  and  defign ,  and  alio  the 
due  manner  of  performing  and  receiving  Chriftian 
baptifm  ?  This  he  urges  again  and  again.  See 
page  45*  It  cannot  be  doubted  Jelus  Chrift 

fufficien&ly 
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fufficiently  declared  to  his  fir  ft  and  innmediate 
followers,  the  whole  of  what  he  defigned  anou  d 
be  underftood  by  or  implied  in  this  duty  }  for  this 
being  a  pofuive  inftitution,  depending  entirely 
upon  his  will,  and  not  defigned  to  contain  any 
thin?  in  it  but  what  he  himjelf  fhould  pleafe  to  affix, 
to  it,  it  muft  follow,  that  he  declared  his  mind  about 
it  fully  and  plainly ;  becaufe,  ocherwife,  he  muft 
be  fuppofedto  inftitutt  a  duty  of  which  no  one 
could  have  any  notion  without  his  inftitution,  and 
at  the  fame  time  not  to  inftruct  his  followers  fuf- 
ficiently  what  that  duty  was  to  be.  If  this  .s 
good  reafoning  againft  j prink  ling  infants ,  why  not 
Its  good  againft  dipping  adults  in  material  water, 
iince  Chrift  never  once  mentions  either  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  baptifm ?  And  yet  this  fenfible  author 
will  not  allow  any  thing  at  all  in  it,  or  to  be  under - 
flood,  or  even  implied  in  it,  but  what  Chri Ik.  fully 
and  plainly  declared  his  mind  about  ;  andt  then, 
queries,  “  where  has  Jefus  Chjrift  declared  his 
mind,  and  declared  it  fully  and  plainly ,  that  infants 
are  to  receive  Chriftian  baptifm  ?”  Now,  ferious 
reader,  let  us  juft  vary  the  terms  of  this  queftion, 
and  afk,  “  where  has  Jefus  Chrift  declared  his  mind 
fully  and  plainly— nay,  where  has  he  declared  it 
at  all,  adults  are  "to  be  baptized  in  -water  ?  or 
where  has  he  ever  declared  material  water  to  per¬ 
tain  to  his  baptifm?"  1  believe  the  text  where 
he  has  declared  this  is  not  in  the  Bible,  any  more 
than  the  other;  and  alfo  that  dipping  adults  out¬ 
wardly,  is  no  more  the  baptifm  Chrift  ordained, 
than  Jprinkling  infants;  and  that  the  foregoing 
reafoning  is  as  fubftantially  conclufive  in  one  cafe, 
8$  the  other. 

But 
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.  Su,T  §oes  on.  and  afks,  "  is  not  our  < 
v.our  s  commiffion  far  from  declaring  fl  aid 
plawly  m  favour  of  children's  baptifm  n  erf  Jilt 
ftlent  on  this  head  P'  And  I  a*.  is  ft  not’af 

lyfilent  about  water?  But  he  further  afks,  «  doe- 
u  lay  any  more  than  this,  mate  ,AY/W„, 

hehevers,  amongft  all  nations,  and  baptize  th^mp' 
Here  I  anfvver,  ;  it  is  not  only  perfeStly /dent  as 
to  Mr,  as  not  at  all  intended  therein  ;  it  expreff! 
iy  enjoins  into  what  they  are  to  be  baptized  the 

Ac  But  Jiad  it  fXomot 
nan  dijeiples,  baptizing  them,  he  who  pre- 
lumes  to  add  water,  adds  that  which Chrift  has  no¬ 
where  enjoined ;  but  has  emphatically  difinguijhed 
f  om  b,s  bap„Jm.  And  he  who  feparws  A>p,4e 
from  teaching  ,n  this  commiffion,  and  reprefcnts 
the  baptilin  here  enjoined,  as  enjoined  tobeother- 
wife  admimftered  than  by  the  baptizing  miniftry 

of  the  gofpel,  puts  qfundcr  what  Chrift  here  plain¬ 
ly  joined  together.  '  ‘  “ 


, ,  ^f-Aj  Eo^T’  ^,e  l"ays»  “when  therefore  our 
bleffed  Saviour,  after  his  refurrr&ion,  inftituted 
his  facrament  of  baptifm,  if  infants  were  to  be  re- 
to  'r'  ,c  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  himfelf 
sufficiently  declared  this  to  his  firft  and  immediate 
.olioveers,  which  fufficient  and  only  authentic  de¬ 
claration  mu  ft  appear  in  fome  paflage  of  the  New 
1  eftamenc.  «  There  feems”  (fays  he)  «  the 
greateft  reafon  to  expe<ft  fome  exprefs  declaration 
on  this  head,  becaule  otherwife  men  who  had 
hitherto  been  ufed  to  exclude  infants,  and  to  look 
upon  them  no  way  concerned  in  the  ordinance  of 
bapriim,  would  be  likely  ftill  to  pafs  them  by, 
mid  not  thmk  of  them  as  coming  within  the  reach 
pf  their  fresh  commiffion.  Men  who,  during 

John's 
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John's  tninijlry,  had  already  baptized  an  infinite 
multitude  of  the  adult  only  amongft  the  Jews, 
would  naturally  conclude,  on  their  being  fent 
forth  to  praftil'e  the  fame  rite  among  the  Gentiles, 
that  with  them  alio  the  adult  only  were  proper  fub- 

jedts,  unlcfs  there  appeared  fomething  upon  the 
face  oj  tbeir  commijfton  to  teach  them  otherwife.” 
Now  does  not  this  hold  altogether  as  forcibly 
again  ft  immerfton  in  water  ?  Let  os  read  the  argu¬ 
ment  thus :  when  our  Saviour,  after  his  refurredtion, 
commiffionated  his  difciples  to  adminifter  his  one 
faving  baptifm ,  if  outward  water  belonged  to  it,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  he  himfelf  fufficiemly’ de¬ 
clared  this  to  his  fir  ft  and  immediate  followers 
which  fufficient  and  only  authentic  declaration  muft 
appear  in  fume  pafiage  of  the  New  Teftameilt. 
There  feems  the  greateft  reafon  to  expert  fomc 
exprejs  declaration  on  this  head  ;  becaufe,  other- 
wife,  men  who  had  hitherto  been  ufed  to  hear  wa- 
ter  baptijm  called  John’s,  and  pointedly  diflin- 
guijhed  from  Chrijl’s,  and  Chrift’s  exprefsly 
declared  to  be  quite  another  thing,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
and  fire,  in  which  it  were  very  abfurd  to  fuppofe 
material  water  to  have  any  part,  might  be  very 
iiKcly torejebl  ivater,  as  not  at  all  within  the 
meaning  of  a  eommiffion  confined  wholly  to  the  one 
faving  baptifm  and  miniftry  ofthegofpel,  which  was 
to  continue  wthe  end  of  the  world,  and  which 
could  not  be  admmjftered  without  the  immediate 
prelencc  and  help  ofChriftin  fpirit;  and  there-' 

Z'JT'Z*  ^elr7aitingac  Jerufalem,  till  they 
were  “endued  with  power  from  on  hi*h  "  be¬ 
fore  they  could  execute  the  commiffion,  ° 

mJrfv'o/the  had  baptized 

many  of  the  Jews  into  his  watery  baptifm,  and 
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had  confidered  it  only  as  bis ,  and  as  preparing  the 
way  for  Chrift' s,  might  very  naturally,  on  being 
fent  to  baptize  the  Gentiles  with  ChriJVs  baptifni% 
and  for  qualification,  prom i fed  his  divine  prefence, 
or  the  endument  of  rc  power  from  on  high,” 
conclude  that  water  bqptiffti  was  ft i  1 1  but  Johns , 
and  required  no  more  power  above  to  admi- 
nifier  it  now  than  before*,  but  that  ChriJTs ,  beings 
as  they  had  ever  been  taught*  entirely  a  different 
baptifm,  required  quite  different  qualifications  t<a  ad- 
miniftef  it ;  and  which,  accordingly,  they  were 
promifcd  to  receive,  and  direfted  to  wait  for,  be¬ 
fore  they  went  forth,  or  indeed  could  pofnbly 
go  forth,  in  this  commifilon.  All  this,  the  very 
nature  of  Chrift’s  baptifm,  the  manner  and  terms 
of  thecommifilon,  and  the  qualifications  exprefsly 
pointed  out  therein,  as  neceffarv  to  its  execution, 
might  naturally  lead  them  to  conclude,  unlefs 
there  had  al(o  fomething  appeared  upon  the  face  of 
their  ccmmiffion  to  teach  them  other  wife,  asaturn  their 
minds  from  Chriflfs  to  John  s  baptifm  ;  which 
yet,  in  itfelf,  were,  in  f u c 1 1  a  commiffion,  un¬ 
accountably  abfurd.  But  prejudice  has  fucn  a 
powerful  influence,  that  many  texts  are  read  and 
quoted  in  fupport  of  elementary  water,  which 
ipeak  only  of  the  fpiritual  water  of  the  word. 
I  even  admire  at  the  mifapplication  of  a  confidera- 
ble  number,  in  this  way,  by  the  author  now  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  perhaps  I  may,  before  I  have  done, 
point  feme  of  them  out  ;  though  I  aim  not  at 
controversy,  but  the  advancement  of  all,  beyond 
figns  and  fhadows,  to  the  life  and  fubftance.  ^  And 
tins  I  think  will  be  the  cafe  with  fuch  as  fully  ad¬ 
here  to  the  befi:  pare  of  the  fen  time  nts  contained 
in  their  baft  writings  5  as  for  inftafice,  the  forego¬ 
ing  in  the  prefent  author’s  account. 


And 


(  I05  ) 

And  again,  p.  46,  “  a  limited  commifilon 
amounts  to  a  prohibition  of  the  things  not  therein 
contained, ”  This  he  doubtlefs  thought,  and 
doubdefs  many  of  his  readers  dill  think  it  conclu- 
five  againft  infant  fpnnkling.  /think  it  'as  much 
-fo  againft  outward  immerficn .  The  eommiflion  is 
as  much  limited  in  one  cafe  as  the  other,  and  as 
much  -c<  amounts  to  a  prohibition  ”  Let  then  this 
lentiment  be  admitted  in  its  full  force  and  lati¬ 
tude,  and  it  will  lead  to  the  unfhadowy  difpenfation 
of  gofpel  realities,  to  the  baptifm  that  now  faves  us. 
But  in  (lead  of  this,  too  many>are  acling,  as  he 
fays  the  Romanift  does,  about  infallibility ,  p.  71. 

Thus’*  (lays  he)  u  the  Romanill,  in  an  affair 
whofe  nature  admits  of  none  but  pofitive  evidence, 
endeavours  to  make  up  tne  want  of  it  by  inference s 
and  reafoning  from  fitnefs.  Such  an  inftitution 
there  was  under  the  Old  Teftament,.  therefore  it 
remains  under  the  New”  And  do  not  both  P^do 
and  Aritipsedo-Baptifts  endeavour  to  make  out 
water  to  Chnft  s  baptifm,  which  is  wholly  wanting 
In  the  words  of  his  eommiflion,  and  wholly  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  nature  and  defign  or  his  baptifm^ 
by  inference?  And  is  it  not  urged  upon  us  by 
them,  from  what  was  under  a  former  dilpenfatiori 
too,  and  that  a  decreafmg  one ,  and  defigned  to  ter¬ 
minate,  arid  be  fulfilled  in  (Thrift? — whofe  gofpel 
and  baptifm  is  the  power  ofCod  unto  falvation  to 
true  believers  ?— P,  01,  he  fpeaks  o  f  Jure  ties  for 
infants,  as  entirely  afupplement.—l  fay  the  fame 
of  water.— It  is  entirely  a  fupplement ,  that  men 
firive  hard  to  add  to  the  gofpel.— But  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  an  infituted  duly ,  he  maintains  <c  no  one  can 
beajudge  but  the  inftitutor  himfrlfof  what  he  de¬ 
figned  fhould  be  contained  in  it,  and  becaufe 
fuppofmg  him  not  to  have  fpoken  his  mind  plainly 


(  io6  ) 

about  it,  it  is  irrrpoflible  that  any  other  perfon  (to 
'whom  the  inJHtvJcr  himfelf  never  revealed  hisdefign) 
fhould  make  up  that  def eld :  all  that  is  added,  there¬ 
fore  (fays  he)  to  Chrift’s  inftitution  as  a  neceflary 
part  of  it,  ought  to  be  efteemed  only  as  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  thofe  who  add  it :  and  the  more  there  is 
added  (let  it  be  done  with  never  fo  much fclemnity , 
and  never  fo  great  pretences  to  authority)  the  Ids 
there  is  remaining  of  the  fimplicity  of  the  injlitution * 
as  Chriji  himfelf  left  it/5  p.  61, 


What  pity  it  is,  reader,  that  men  who  can  ar¬ 
gue  fo  clofely  a  gain  ft  human  inferences ,  additions, 
Hipplements  and  inventions ,  do  not  to  feel  the  force 
of  their  own  arguments,  as  to  leave  all  additions r 
and  come  home  to  the  naked  fimplicity  ofChrift’s 
Injlitutions as  he  himfelf  has  left  them  to  us.— But 
he  goes  on  faying,  if  I  am  the  more  folicitous  to 
obferve  this*  and  to  imprefs  it  upon  the  minds  of 
Chriftians,  becaufe  it  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
either  prevent  or  cure  the  mijlakes  of  many  fincere 
Chriftians  upon  this  fubjeft*  ”  He  fays,  p.  54, 
cc  the  people  called  Quak»  rs  are  of  opinion,  that 
thebaprifinof  the  Spirit  is  the  alone  Chrifi an  baptifm , 
and  the  baptifm  of  water  belonged  only  to  the  dif- 
penfation  of  John.  But  in  the  cafe  of  Cornelius  we 
have  an  inftance  under  the  Chrifiian  difpenfation,. 
and  upon  the  call  of  the  Gentiles  to  the  faith  of  tne 
gofpel,  wherein  it  appears  the  Apoftle  Peter  is  fo 
far  from  concluding  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  ren¬ 
ders  that  of  waterunnecefrary,,thathe  infersdire&ly 

the 


♦  And  vet  after  atf  hU  folicitude  to  obferve  and  imprefs  tliafe. 
f*ntimentS  he  has  himfelf,  throughout  his  peiforma»ice,jn.aake«ny 
kept  un,  and  endeavoured  to  maintain,  the  addition  and  fupplement 
of  an  outward  fign  (for  he  repeatedly  calls  it  a  fign  himfelf)  to  ue 
Snftitution  of  an  important  and  foul -favmg  ordinance  of  the, golpe.. 
Sir  hard  is  it  “  either  to  prevent  or  cure  the  njiftakes  ut  or  any  *tn- 
cere.  Cliriftians  upon  this  fubje£t-,T 
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the  contrary,  viz.  no  man  ought  to  be  againft  their 

. r  .  K^raufe  t'nev  had,  prcvioufly, 

baptifm  in  water,  because  mey*  ,  1  j 

received  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Gbojl.  ^ 

tifin  with  the  Holy  Gbojl  was  the  proof  and  real;  . 

Of  their  right  to  the  baptifm  of  water. 

This  argument  fhouid  be  well  examined;  no 
doubt  it  weighs  much  with  many,  and  feems  to  them 
unanfwerable :  but  tome  there  is  fomething  m  t 
which  tends  diie&ly  to  the  confirmation  or  tf.e 
Quakers’  dodtrine,  and  the  overthrow  of  his  own. 
The  Quaker  fays,  “  the  baptifm  of  the  Sprit  l*. 
the  alone  Chriftian  baptifm ,  and  the  bap  urn  o^ 
water  belonged  only  to  the  difpenfation  of  John.^ 
But  this  author,  throughout  his  **  plain  account,  ^ 
infills  on  immerfion  in  water,  as  the  baptilm  Ol 
Chrift.  Now  there  is  but  “  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
and  one  baptifm,”  belonging  to  the  Chriftian  dif¬ 
penfation — but  here  this  author,  three  times,  men¬ 
tions  exprefsly  both  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit,  or 
Holy  Gbojl,  and  the  baptilm  of  water,  as  difttp, 
things,  as  two  baptifms,  and  urges  them  being 
both  ufed  in  the  cafe  of  Cornelius,  as  proof  that 
water  baptifm  belongs  to  the  gofpel. — Will  he  lay, 
Chrift  inftituted  two  baptifms  ?  If  not,  as  here  were 
two  mentioned,  it  is  plain  one  only  of  them  was 
1  Chrift'*.  If  Chrift ’s  is  but  one,  and  that  one  be 
that  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  then  that  with  wacer  is  not 
Chrift' s,  buc,  as  the  Quaker  fays,  was  John' s. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  Chrift’s  is  but  one,  and  that 
one  be  immerfion  in  elementary  water,  then  that 
of  the  Holy  Ohoft  is  not  Chrift  s.— "-*So  that  this 
inftance,  inftead  of  proving  water  baptifm  to  be 
Cbrijt's,  proves  the  quite  contrary  ;  and  powerfully 
confirms  the  Quakers’  dodtrine,  that  it  was  only 
John's,  and  was  continued  through  condcfcenfion. 

tc 


(  108  ) 

thin!!' °fJ.ma7  >n  that  early  ftate  of 
in  the  Chrifhan  church.  And  ac  ,rr-0 

a  minifcered  to  (orne  before,  and  to  others  after 

they  received  Chrift's  buptifm  of  rhe  Holy  Gbol  \ 

thmk  nothing  can  be  gathered  from  this  i,«i 

»hePr°e  cal  i't  riSh‘-  *s  h'  <=!fc- 

sofoel  „„v r  ■  f  °mw‘rd  >»»">»  under  the 
goipel,  unle/s  it  be  granted  that  Rich  as  received 

immerfion  before  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit,  had  no 

r/v^to  it  ;  the  which  to  granr,  is  at  once  giving 

of  waUn  PP°^d  ftr0<1§  ho]ds  in  ^vour 

Indeed  whoever  attempts  to  prove  fgns  and 
foadoivs  parts  of  the  gofpel,  will  ever  meet  with 
infurmountable  difficulties:  hence  we  find  many 
attendant  on  every  attempt  (however  ingeniouflv 
executed)  to  dignify  water  baptifm  to  the  deeree 
of  an  ordinance  of  Jefus.~-But  when  we  once 
come  to  the  genuin tjimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  thefe 
difficulties  vamffi  ;  and  nothing  feems  more  na¬ 
tural  and  eafy,  nothing  more  confonanc  to  plain 
icripture,  and  the  neceffity  of  occafions,  than 
tfiefefrequent  condefeenfions,  in  times  of  weaknefs 
and  therein  thole  ffiverfe  continuations  of  thino-s* 
in  point  of  obligation,  ceafed,  which  are  recorded 
in  the  New  Teftament.— Indeed  this  very  conde- 
fcenfion  is  one  eminent  difplay  both  of  the  wifdom 

and  compaffionate  goodnefs  of  our  Saviour. _ It 

exhibits  him  equal  to  all  dates  and  conditions, 

"  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities,”  com- 
miferating  our  weaknefs,  taking  the  lambs  in  his 
lofom,  and  “  gently  leading  thofe  that  are  with 
young  feeding  them  with  food  they  could  bear, 
tntlk  before  Jlrong  meat  ;  and  indulging  them  with 
ftgns,  till  they  could  fee  the  all-fufficiency  of  the 

JubJlance, 


(  iC9  ) 

Julfiance ,  to  which  all  the  figns  pointed — f<  there  is 
»  tune  to  every  purpofe  — and,  fays  (Thrift,  “  if  I 
have  told  you  earthly  things,  and  ye  believe  not, 
how  fhali  ye  believe  if  I  tell  you  of  heaven!'/ 
things?”  John  iii.  12.  He  knew  what  was  in  man, 
knew  all  his  attachments  and  weaknefles,  and  gra- 
cioufly  Hooped  to  thelowcft,  darkdt  and  moil  li¬ 
teral  Hate  of  fincere  feekers;  waiting  patiently  their 
gradual  advancement  to  a  Hate  of  pure  fpiritual 
worihip,  void  of  “  all  old  things,”  of  every  figp 
and  fymbol. — And  I  have  a  full  perfuafion  and 
belief,  that  filch  is  his  condefcending  goodnefis 
,and  forbearance,  in  pur  days,  towards  great  num¬ 
bers  of  fincere -hearted  difeiples,  who  are  fli]J,  even 
in  reading  the  New  Tejlament,  fo  far  under  the  vail 
as  not  to  perceive  the  abolition  of  certain  ceremo¬ 
nials,  which  never  did,  and  in  the  nature  of  things 

never  could  belong  to  the  gofpel  :  and  the  travel 
and  prayer  of  my  foul  is,  that  they  may  not,  as 
too  many  certainly  and  forrowfully  do,  to  their 
great  hindrance  in  the  true  Chriftian  progrefs 
!ett«e  down,  and  Hick  in  thefe  things;  but  ma^ 
pafs  forward  into  the  myftery  of  (Thrift,  till  thev 

experience  the  vail  entirely  done  away  in  him _ - 

The  vail  is  done  away  in  (Thrift.— This  is  the 
joyful  experience  of  fuch  as  are  Jivingly  in  him  the 
aje,  the  JubJl  an  (e,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  the  quick¬ 
ening  fpirir,  the  light  of  men ,  and  inward  hope  of 
glory:  but  a  mere  prpfeffion  of  (Thrift  can  never 
do  away  the  vail — “  The  covering  is  fpread  over 
the  race  of  all  nations”— and  is  as  thick,  and  dark 
over  the  minds  of  nominal  Chriftians,  yea;  thou’ 
lands  who  are  high  in  profeffion  of  ChriV  and 
zealous  in  exterior  performances,  as  it  ^s"  over 
?my  perfons  whatever,  or  ever  was  over  the  W- 
reading  Mojes.— And  though  the  God  of  a’,j 

grace 


(no  ) 

grace  is  pleated  to  permit  many  upright-hearted 
men  and  women  to  remain  fo  under  the  vail  as 
Hill  to  ufie  and  plead  for  thefe  exteriors  j  yea,  fome 
who  are  in  a  degree  preachers  of  the  gofpel ;  yet, 
bleffed  be  his  holy  name,  he  is  not  without,  but 
has  raifed  up  and  preferved  many  living  witnefles, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  pure  fpirituality  of  his 
gofpel  kingdom,  who  are  truly  of  the  inward  heart- 
circumcifion,  which  worfhip  God  in  the  fpirit,  and 
rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence  in 
the  flefh,”  Phil.  iii.  3.  Thefe  dare  not  confide 
in,  touch,  tafie,  handle,  or  become  Jubjeft  to  ordi¬ 
nances,  in  thefe  things,  which  per  ip  with  the  ufing, 
Col.  ii.  20,  ai,  22. 


Many  fuch  there  are,  even  in  our  day,  who 
can  truly  “  thank  God’'  that  he  has  fhewn  them 
clearly  the  emptinefs  and  abrogation  of  all  thefe 
things,  and  can  truly  declare,  with  Paul,  touch¬ 
ing  water  baptifm,  that  “  God  fent  them  not  tp 
baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gofpel.”  And  it  is 
believed,  that  if  the  preachers  of  our  day  were  all 
10  wait  till  God  fent  them  to  baptize  in  water,  or 
not  to  run  without  his  commiflion  ana.  lending,  we 
lliould  foon  fee  a  total  cefiation  of  the  prafihce, 
and  no  real  lofs  to  Chriftianity  neither. — Indeed, 
if  they  were  all  to  wait  his  fending,  before  and 
until  they  commence  preachers,  there  would 
doubtlefs  be  abundantly  lefs  of  that  teaching  which 
is  not  baptizing.  And  is  it  not  highly  probable,  that 
one  oreat  realon  why  many,  under  fuch  tcacning, 
cannot;  believe  the  gofpel  miniftry  is  truly  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  gofpel  commiflion,  “  teach,  baptizing, 
__ -i’n  ihtjf  non- experience  of  the  power  and  effica¬ 
cy  of  the  pure  living  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  which 
is  always  in  th e  power  ofi God,  and  is  more  or  lets  to 


(  lit  ) 

the  falvation  of  them  that  believe  r  But  where 
there  is  a  living  miniftry  in  purity  preferred,  and 
where  the  living  word,  thus  livingly  pitched,  is 
mixed  with  true  faith  (which  is  ever  of th/  operation 
of  God)  in  them  that  hear  it ;  thefe  cah  fet  to  their 
feal,  that  Rich  do  really  «  minifter  wthem  the  Spi¬ 
rit.”  See  Gal.  iii.  5,  “  he  therefore  that  minif- 
tcret.h  to  you  the  Spirit.”  Here  “  the  excellency 
of  the  power  is  of  God,”  even  though  we  have  this 
treafure  in  earthen  veffels,”  a  Cor.  iv.  7.— Though 
it  is  men ,  that  out  of  this  good  treafure  of  the  heart 
bring  forth  excellent  things,  “  minifter  the  Spirit,” 
impart fpiritual gifts,  and  a&ually  baptize  into  the 
life,  and  fpirit,  name  and  power,  of  the  Father, 
&c. — yea,  beget  fouls  to  God  ;  as  Paul  fays,  “  I 
have  begotten  you  through  the  gofpel,”  1  Cor.  iv. 

1 5  ;  yet  the  inftruments  have  no  fuffciency  of  them - 
f elves-, — their  “  fufficiency  is  of  God,”  who  mak- 
eth  them  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftamenr, 
“  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit,”  2  Cor.  iii.  5, 

6 _ Hence  Paul  faid,  he  would  “  know  not  the 

fpeech  of  them  which  are  puffed  up,  but  the  power. 
For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in 
power,"  1  Cor.  iv.  19.  ao.  Were  all  to  keep 
ftridtly  to  this  life  and  power  of  the  kingdom,  thefe 
figns  would  ceafe  forever ;  and  we  fhould  have 
no  other  miniftry,  but  the  pure  baptizing  minif- 
try  of  the  gofpel. — And  here  arifeth  the  necefhty 
of  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  for  the  renewal  of flrevgtb 
and  qualification  for  all  gofpel  miniftry  ;  that  fo 
the  power  may  indeed  be  of  God  j  as  the  Apoftles 
waited  to  be  “  endued  with  power  from  on  high.” 
. — And  thofe  who  fo  wait,  and  dare  not  run  of 
thernfelves,  or  preach  in  their  own  time,  or  at  one 
time,  becaufe  they  have  at  another,  they  follow 
the  Great  Shepherd,  learn  his.  experience,  and  are 

led 


led  m  his  loot  heps : — their  hour  is  not  always  j— it 
frequently  is  not  yet  come,  as  was  the  cafe  with  him  ‘ 
”*Ut  great  is  their  advantage,  by  this  experience 
smd  limitation  ;  for  \vhen  it  docs  come,  it  comes 
Onth  power  i  and  they  know  the  life  and  meaning 
of  Chrift’s  words,  John  xx.  21,  “  as  my  Father? 
Math  fent  me,  even  fo  fend  I  ydu."  And  furely  be 
wasfent  of  the  Father,  to  baptize  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  did  do  it,  and  that  evren  in  preaching 
die  gofptl  to  the  meek.  And  as  he  was  anointed 
for  this  fervice  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  that  was 
upon  him,  as  before  noticed,  in  order  that  his 
minifters  might  be  qualified  for  the  like  fervice* 
and  be  fent  in  like  manner  as  he  was;  immediately 
<c  when  he  had  faid  this,  he  breathed  on  them,  and 
faith  unto  them,  receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghoft,” 
V.  22 ;  and  thus  qualified  by  the  fame  anointings 
and  lent  forth  in  the  fame  fervice ,  they  were 
enabled  to  work  the  fame  works ,  according  to  his 
promife,  John  xiv.  12,  “verily,  verily"  (mark 
the  certainty  of  it)  <f  I  fay  unto  you,  he  that  'be- 
lieveth  on  me,  the  works  that  1  do,  fliall  he  do 
alio ;  and  greater  works  than  thefe  fhall  he  do* 
becaufe  I  go  unto  my  Father-.’— But  why  becaufe 
he  went  to  the  Father  ?  Becaufe  he  would  theo 
pray  the  Father,  and  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  (hould  be  fent  to  abide  with  them  forever* 
to  lead  and  guide  them  into  all  truth,  and  qualify 
them  to  work  the  works  of  God, 

Paul  exhorts  Timothy,  “  that  good  thing 
which  was  committed  uruo  thee,  keep  by  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft,  which  dwellet'h  in  us,”  2  Tim.  i.  14. 
And  was  not  this  good  thing  truly,  as  Paul  calls 
it,  <c  the  gift  of  Codr  and  yet  was  it  not  in 
Timothy  by  the  putting  on  of  Paul’s  hands  ?  2 


(  ”3  ) 

Tim.  i.  6.  Thus  we  fee,  as  in  other  inftances, 
*c  through  laying  on  of  the  Apoftles  hands  the 
Holy  Ghoft  was  given,”  Atts  viii.  18,  and  why 
not  as  eafily  by  their  preaching?  It  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  it  was  given  by  their  preaching,  which 
was  in  the  divine  power,  as  well  as  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands,  in  the  fame  power,  and  that  too  in 
this  very  inftance,  the  cafe  of  Timothy ;  for  fays 
Paul  to  him,  “  negleft  not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee, 
which  was  given  by  prophecy,  with  the  laying  on  of 
the  hands  of  the  Prefbytery,”  I  Tim.  iv.  14. 

j  ■  ' 

Here  Paul  declares  this  gift  of  God  was  given  by 
prophecy ,  as  well  as  by  laying  on  hands.  And 
what  is  prophecy  ?  It  is  preaching  the  gofpel ;  for 
*c  he  that  prophecicth”  (lays  Paul)  “  lpeaketh  unto 
men  to  edification,  and  exhortation  and  comfort,” 
1  Cor.  xiv.  3.  Great  edification  and  comfort  in¬ 
deed  attend  inch  truly  gofpel prophecying  and  teach¬ 
ing,  when  thereby  he  that  thus  fpeaketh  unto 
men,  “  miniftreth  unto  them  the  Spirit,”  the  gift 
of  God,  that  is  thus  given  to  them,  as  a  good  thing 
indeed*  and  which,  after  they  have  received  ic, 
they  cahnot  keep  it,  “  but  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  that 
is  in  them.”— It  is  the  Spirit  that  firft  quickencth  ; 
and  as  thefe  quickenings  are  attended  to,  an  increaf* 
ing  with  the  increafe  of  God  is  happily  experi¬ 
enced;  even  cc  grace,  for”  (the  faithful  improve¬ 
ment  of) “  grace”  And  after  all  improvements 
and  communications  of  grace,  or  the  Holy  Gbojl ,  it  is 
ftill  this  alone  that  canenablc  m  to  keep  this  precious 
treafure  which  we  have  thus  gracioufly  received  from 
God;  being  given  to  us,  of  him,  in  ou  x  earthen 
vejfels .  It  is  neither [peaking,  nor  laying  on  of  hands , 
in  a  formal  manner,  that  can  convey  divine  influ¬ 
ence  to  the  foul,  or  qualify  for  divine  fervice* 

QL  The 
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Th<*  pwr  vs  only  of  God.  And  he  that  is  noc 
immediately  impowered  of  God,  has  nothin^  more 
to  do,  e  ther  with  preaching  or  laying  on°hands,> 
than  Simon  the  Sorcerer,  who  would  have  bought 
wuh  money  the  privilege  of  communicating  the 
H'  >ly  Ghoflr,  that  he  might  trade  with  it,  as  f  con¬ 
clude,  and  make  money  by  the  bufincfs. 

Tt  is  probable  the  fign  of  laying  on  of  hand* 
was,  in  that  Weak  and  early  flare  of  the  church,  or 
of  many  young  con verrs,  made  ufe  of  as  a  confirma¬ 
tion  y  thereby  trrengthening  thei r faith  in  the  truth 
of  the  gofpei,  and  in  the  power  attending  the 
Apofilles  \  but  is  neither  needful  where  the  .gofpei 
is  generally  eftablifhed,  nor,  out  of  the  life,  any 
more  availing  that  the  brazen  ferpent  was  to  Ifrael, 
after  its  real  ufe  wasceafcd,  and  they  were  become 
eninared  bv  an  idolatrous  attachment  to  it,  and  de¬ 
pendence  on  it.  The  minds  of  men,  not  Jingle  to 
divide  light,  are  ever  liable  to  rtuftake  the  real  ufe 
and  defign  of fuch  things ;  to  continue  them  out  of 
all  proper  fealon,  and  rely  too  much  upon  them., 
jfjenre  the  continuation  of  water  baptifm,  bread 
and  wine,,  laying  on  of  hands,  &ce.  among  Chrift- 
ians,’  even  to  this  day  as  of  IfraeTs  lifelefis  look¬ 
ing  to  that  mere  piece  of  brafisy  for  feveral  hundred 
years,  formerly,  and  long  after  its  real  ufe  wa* 
over,  and  when  no  good  was  derived  from  their 
formal  looking  to  it. 

An  anias  was  fent  to  Paul  exprefsly,  A<5h  i x. 
17,  that  he  might  “be  filled  with  the  Holy 
Chort.”  Then  furely  he  inftrumentally  difpenfed 
or  miniftered  it  to  him,  or  (which  is  the  fame 
thing)  baptized  him  with  it. 

Some 


{  i*5  > 

Some  contend  againft  baptizing  fpirituaUy  by 
teaching  in  ch t  power  of  the  g  pe  1,  and  urge  x hat 
the  gift  of  tongues  always  attended  the  bapulm  of 
•  the  Holy  Ghoft.  If  fo„  who  have  this  baptifm 
in  our  day  ?  Will  it  be  granted  that  none  are  now 
baptized  with  the  baptifm  of  Chrifi  ?  T  hen  the 
faints  now  receive  none  but  Jobnj.  But  there  are 
divers  inftances  in  the  New  Tcftamenc  of  perfons 
baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  where  nor  a  word 
is  faid  of  their  fpeaking  with  tongues,  as  the  at¬ 
tentive  reader  may  fee  lor  him  fclf. 

Peter,  in  relating  his  vifit  to  Cornelius,  men¬ 
tions  the  angel's  faying  to  him,  to  wit,  that  he 
(Peter)  fhould  tell  him  words  "whereby  ht  and  his 
houje  fhould  be Javed.  This  {hews  his  words  would 
be  with  baptizing  efficacy  ;  that  he  would ,  as  he 
'certainly  didy  baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghoft js 
he  taught  baptizingly>  according  to  commiifioo  z 
and  be  himfelf  evidently  considers  that  baptifm  with 
the  Holy  Ghojl ,  which  they  received  through  his 
teachings  as  an  exait  accomplishment  both  of  this 
faying  of  the  angel,  and  of  our  Lord’s  prumife 
in  regard  to  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Da, 
kind  reader,  examine  the  pafiage  for  thviclf,  Aits 
xi.  where  the  angel,  fpeaking  of  Peter \  fays  t@ 
Cornelius,  verfe  14,  cf  who  fhall  Hell  thee  words?, 
whereby  thou  and  all  thy  houfe  ihall  be  Javed” 
In  the  very  next  fentence,  to  fhew  how  exaitly 
this  was  verified,  Peter  fays,  verfe  15,  “  and 
I  began  to  fpeak,  the  Hol,y  Ghoft  fell  on  them,  as 
on  us  at  the  beginning.”  Here  he  plainly  con¬ 
nects  their  reception  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  through 
his  miniftrv,  with  the  faving  of  the  angel,  that  he 
fhould  tell  them  wordsy  bv  which  they  fhould  be 
Javed.  Indeed,  how  could  he  poffibly  tell  them 

words  - 


(  ) 

worSs  by  whieh  they  (hould  be Javei ,  unlefs  baptiz- 
ing  influence  attended  his  words  ?  Nothi  zvztfaves 
the  foul ,  without  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
Had  I  heard  the  angel  tell  Cornelius,  that  Peter 
would  tell  him  words  by  which  he  ftiould  be  faved ,  I 
think  it  would  to  me  have  been  fufficient  evi- 
dence  that  Peter’s  words  ftiould  be  with  baptizing 
power .  And  this  I  think  might  be  depended  on* 
feeing  nothing  Javes  Abort  of  <c  the  wafhing  of  re¬ 
generation,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.” 
And  on  this  ground  we  might  take  it  for  certain, 
from  this  faying  of  the  angel,  that  Peter’s  power¬ 
ful  teaching  was  to  prove  baptizing  to  Cornelius 
and  his  houfhold,  whether  Chrift  had  ever  verbal-* 
ly  commiflionated  him  and  the  other  Apoftles  to 
teach  baptizingly  or  not ;  and  whether  Peter  had 
ever  related  that  he  did  fo  or  not .  But  feeing 
Chrift  did  fo  commiffionate  them,  and  feeing  the 
angel  did  declare,  that  Peter  lhould  deliver  words 
by  which  men  ftiould  bt  faved*,  and  feeing  none 
can  be  faved  without  the  one  only  faving  and  spi¬ 
ritual  baptifm;  and  feeing  they  received  this ,  as 
Peter  began  to fpeak,  the  Holy  Ghoft  then  falling 
on  tSem  ;  and  feeing  Peter  himfelf  evidently  con¬ 
sidered  its  fo  falling  on  them  as  the  baptifm  of 
t}ic  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  immediately,  in  the  very 
next  words,  applied  our  Lord’s  promife  to  what 
then  took  place,  through  his  miniftry,  faying, 
verfe  16,  “then  remembered  I  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  how  that  he  faid,  John  indeed  baptized 
with  water ;  but  ye  fhall  be  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft  I  think  all  thefe  fails  and  confider- 
ations,  taken  together,  amount  to  a  very  full  and 
flrong  confirmation,  that  the  miniftry  of  the  gof- 
pel  is  a  haptizing  miniftry,  and  that  men  did  in- 
flrumentally  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  And 
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this  will  affuredly  be  the  cafe,  as  long  as  Chrift 
continues  to  be  with  his  minifters,  and  they  there¬ 
by  continue  to  preach  the  gofpel,  as  it  was  preach¬ 
ed  in  the  primitive  time?,  lt  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fcnt  down  from  heaven.”  And  this  (it  is 
the  unfhaken  faith  of  fome)  will  be  the  cafe  €t  even 
onto  the  end  of  the  world.  Amen.” 

This  account  of  Peter’s,  refpe&ing  the  bap- 
tifm  of  Cornelius  and  his  family  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  through  his  miniftry,  is  fo  connefted  and 
expreffed  by  him,  as  to  confirm  his  meaning, 
where,  afterwards,  he  fpeaks  of  the  baptifm  which 
now  faves  usy  to  be,  that  this Jciving  baptifm  is  the 
fame  by  which  Cornelius  and  his  houfe  were  bap¬ 
tized,  while  he  was  delivering  thofe  t vordsy  by 
which  the  angel  had  faid  they  fhould  be  Javed . 
Peter  knew  no  figure  could  Javey  any  more  than 
the  u  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats”  could  “  take 
away  fins;”  and  therefore,  in  telling  what  is  the 
baptifm  which  fiaves  (which'  is  feveral  times  al¬ 
ready  remarked)  he  alfo  carefully  (hews  us  what  it 
is  noty  left  his  mention  of  the  word  water  (hould 
draw  fuch  as  were  too  outward  in  their  views  to 
truft  in  or  continue  the  ufe  of  that  which  only  puts 
sway  the  outward  filth  of  the  flefoy  or  of  the  body . 
And  his  commanding  Cornelius  and  his  houfe  to 
be  baptized,  no  more  proves  he  had  a  commifiion  to 
baptize  with  watery  than  Paul’s  baptizing  Crifpus 
and  Gaius  proves  he  had  a  commifiion  for  ir, 
which  he  declares  he  had  not  $  nor  yet  a  whit  more 
than  his  circumcifing  Timothy,  and  purifying  in 
the  temple,  and  James’  direffing  the  fick  to  be 
anointed  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  proves  a 
divine  totnwijfton  for  all  thefe  things.  Had  Paul 
given  a  circumftantial  relation  of  his  baptizing  the 
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few  ne  did  baptize  in  water.,  without  mentioning 
that  he  was  wnfent  to  do  c,  or  thanking  God  that  he 
did  it  in  fo  few  infiances  9  it  had  been  as  ftron^  in  * 
favour  of  the  pra&ice,  as  any  inftances  of  its  admi- 
mftration  by  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles.  This  he 
might  have  done,  as  well  as  others,  though  he 
was  not  fent  to  admirfilter  that  baptifm.  And  do 
not  all  lee  it  would  in  reality  have  been  no  true 
iuppo  t  of  the  practice  ?  Yet  how  eagerly  would 
it  have  been  claimed,  as  a  fupport  thereof,  juft  as 
are  the  inftances  where  others  ufed  it. 

;  Now  let  us  fuppofe  they  had  all  teftified  (and 
I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  they  might  nor,  as  truly 
as  Paul)  that  Chrift  fent  them  not  fo  to  baptize  $ 
that  they  did  it  in  condefcenilon,  and  thanked 
God  that  they  did  it  no  more ;  what  then  would  be¬ 
come  of  all  thofc  initances,  now  lo  confidently 
urged  as  proof  that  a  mere  figurative  immerfion  is 
the  faving  baptifrn  of  Jelus  ?  They  did  divers 
things  without  com  mi  ffion,  and  yet  do  notexprefs- 
Jy  declare  they  were  not J'ent  to  do  them.  Docs 
their  omi  ffion  of  fuch  a  declaration  infer  they  had 
a  commiffion  ?  By  no  meant.  Neither  does  their 
not  declaring  they  were  not  fent  to  adminifter  ele¬ 
mentary  baptifrn,  infer  chev,  had  a  commiffion  for 
tbit.  Bur,  fay  many,  Chrift  gave  them  a  com- 
miffion  to  baptize.  Very  true  $  and  the  minds 
of  men  looking  outward  for  the  meaning  and  ac- 
complifhment  of  many  things  that  are  inward  and 
fpiritual,  has  induced  them  miftakenly,  among 
other  inftances,  to  underftand  a  commiffion 
exprelsly  to  baptize  into  the  eternal  name,  as  mean- 
iog  into  water  ;  and  thus  to  retain,  as  a  gofpel  or¬ 
dinance,  a  mere  figurative ,  preparatory ,  decreafing 
and  terminating  inititution.  Some  think  it  muft 
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have  been  by  divine  commiffion  that  the  Apoftles 
baptized  in  water,  becaufe  it  was  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  But  we  fee  the  anointing  of  the  fick  with  oil, 
was  alfo  in  the  name  if  the  Lord .  And  yet  I  know 
of  none  who  now  hold  to  a  divine  commiffion  for 
this  frafttce.  But  we  may  take  notice,  that  nei¬ 
ther  this ,  nor  water  baptifm ,  was  “  into  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghuft.”  No,  there  is  not  one  inftance  of  this 
form  of  words  in  all  the  Bible,  in  the  ufe  of  water y 
which  finely  we*  may  conclude  would  have  beta 
the  cafe*  had  the  commiffion  defigned  an  outward 
dipping  ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  that  muft  have  been 
the  ordained  form  of  words  $  but  as  water  was  not 
meant,  the  commiffion  contains  no  form  of  words 
at  all  to  be  ufed  in  baptifm;  but  the  words 
into  toe  name,  &c.  exprefs  the  very  nature ,  power 
and  divine  efficacy  of  the  baptifm  they  were  to  ad~ 
rnmdter.  It  was  not  their  owny  it  was  not  John's, 
it  was  not  wafer,  it  was  not  any  thing  that  they 
could  ad  mi  niller  at  any  other  time,  than  when 
fpccially  “  endued  with  power  from  on  high  5" 
,and  therefore  this  they  were  to  *wait  foV)  and  were 
promt  fed  to  receive,  as  their  qualification,  from 
him  who  has  all  power. 

Nov;  he  who  had  al!  power,  was  “  Lord  evert 
of  the  Sabbath  day,”  Mat.  xii.  8,  and  juft  as 
much  Lord  of  every  other  fign,  ^nd  has  equally 
fulfilled  them  all,  and  redeemed  his  people  from 
everyyoke  of  mere  ceremonial  obfervations  for 
he  was  made  of  a  woman,  »  made  under  the  law 
to  redeem  thofe  that  were  under  the  law,”  Gal.  iv! 
4-“— And  if  Chrijl  was  made  under  the  law,  furelv 
John  was  alfo  under  it,  as  1  have  before  advanced  • 
nor  was  ft  ever  totally  a boli fired,  even  as  a  law  of 
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carnal  or.outward ordinances,  till  Chrift  rofe  from 
the  dead.— And  this  holds  good  inwardly  with  the 
true  Chriftian  traveller  in  his  own  experience—* 
tc  he  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear.” 

But  as  John  was  under  the  law  (though  ad¬ 
vanced  near  to  the  kingdom)  Chrift  has,  in  re¬ 
deeming  his  people  from  all  ceremonials  of  the 
law,  alfo  redeemed  them  from  water  baptifm, 
which  indeed  was  frequently  in  fome  fort  pradtifed 
*  under  the  law,  long  before  John*  as  appears  by 
the  very  precepts  of  the  law— and  which  is  allow¬ 
ed  by  the  author  of  the  <c  plain  account”  before 
mentioned  ;  for  fpcaking  of  baptifm  in  the  days  of 
the  Apoftles,  he  fays,  <c  the  principal  feene  of 
baptifm  lay  in  a  country  where  immerfion  was 
quite  familiar,  and  mujl,  by  the  very  laws  of  their 
religion,  come  into  daily  ufe  through  all  parts  of 
the  land,”  p.  29.  Baptifm  in  water  being  there¬ 
fore  a  ceremonial  of  the  law,  was,  though  differ¬ 
ently  ufed  by  John,  completely  ended,  with  eve¬ 
ry  other  ceremony  thereof,  when  Jefus  rofe  tri¬ 
umphant  from  the  grave,  led  captivity  captive,  and 
gave  fpiritual  gifts  unto  men.  And  when  he  rifes 
fo  in  us,  and  completely  puts  all  things  under  him, 
in  our  fouls,  we  (hall  all  find  there  are  no  figns  or 
fymbols  in  the  gofpel,  as  ftanding  ordinance? 
thereof. — John’s  ufmg  water  baptifm  a  little  dif¬ 
ferently  from  what  had  been  ufual  before,  made  no 
difference  as  to  its  perpetuity,  though  that  differ¬ 
ence  might  have  taught  the  Jews,  had  their  ears 
been  open  enough  to  have  heard  it  aright,  that  he 
who  was  coming  after  him  would  make  great 
alterations,  and  remove  thole  things  that  could  be 
fhaken,  that  thole  only  which  could  not  be  fhaken 
mi^ht  remain**—  There  is  abundant  evidence  in 
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fcripture,  that  Chrift  never  intended  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  any  of  the  old  rituals  into  his  pure  religion 
and  worfhip. — Thus  he  taught  the  woman  of  Sa¬ 
maria,  at  the  well,  that  the  true  worfhip  was  in¬ 
ward,  <c  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,” — and  turned  her 
mind  from  outward  water  to  the  inwardy  John  iv. 
And  when  John's  dilciples  came  to  him,  <f  faying, 
why  do  we  and  the  Pharifees  fall:  ofr,  but  thy 
difciples  faft  not?”  Mat.  ix.  14,  he  firfl  fhows 
the  time  of  mourning  is  not  while  the  bridegroom's 
comforting  prefence  is  enjoyed ;  but  that,  when 
he  was  taken  from  them,  then  they  would  faft; 
which  (hows  th t  faft  He  meant  was  inward . — And, 
in  the  next  place,  to  fhow  the  impropriety  of 
uniting  the  ceremonials  of  the  law ,  as  outward 
faftsy  wafhings,  &c.  with  the  gofpel,  the  life,  the 
JubJlance — he  tells  them,  <f  no  man  putteth  a 
piece  of  new  cloth  into  an  old  garment,”  &c. 
<c  neither  do  men  put  new  wine  into  old  bottles,” 
ike.  plainly  inculcating,  that  his  gofpel  was  the 
new  and  living  way— his  new  cloth ,  the  robe  of 
pure  righteoulnefs — the  garment  of  falvation  ;  his 
new  winey  the  wine  he  drinks  new  with  his  chofen* 
in  his  Father  s  inward  and  fpritual  kingdom — and 
therefore  is  put  only  into  the  new  bottles ,  the  hearts 
of  the  fan&ified ;  that  fo  their  hearts  might  be 
animated ,  and  rejoice  in  his  falvation,  out  of  all 
formality  and  ritual  obfervancesj  for  that  he  was 
not  come,  with  his  new  wine ,  to  fupply  the  old 
bottles  of  law  ceremonies,  or  animate  therewith 
the  vanifhing  difpenfmon  of  types  and  fhadows* 
—nor  with  his  new  cloth>  to  pitch  up  the  old  gar¬ 
ment  of  thofe  “  carnal  ordinances,”  impofed  on 
them  until  the  time  of  reformation,  Heb.  ix.  ios 
which  was  only  “  a  figure  for  the  time  then  pre¬ 
sent/’  v.  9.  Nay,  verily,  this  was  not  his  inten- 
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tion; — not  the  defign  of  the  Father  m  fendin» 
— he  came  to  abolifio  all  thefe,  and  fo  to  brin^ 
in  everlafting  righteoufnefs  ;  and  which,  when¬ 
ever  it  is  completely  brought  in,  entirely  fuper- 
cedes  the  neceflity  of  all  thefe  outward  ordinances, 
and  aboliflies  them  forever. 

It  is  further  obfervable,  that  Chrift’s  directions 
about  faftingy  point  plainly  to  that  which  is  in¬ 
ward,  and  wherein  thofe  who  fall  according  to 
them  “  appear  not  unto  men  to  fafi ,”  Mat.  vi. 
1 8.  Indeed,  it  being  his  peculiar  office  to  fulfil 
and  aboliffi  the  ceremonial  obfervances,  I  believe 
we  (hall  find,  by  a  careful  and  illuminated  perufal 
of  all  his  parables  and  difcourfes,  that  he  never  on 
any  occafion  exprefled  any  thing  for  the  perpetua¬ 
tion  of  outward  figns,  but,  on  the  contrary,  very 
repeatedly,  and  on  almoft  every  occafion  that  fur- 
niffied  proper  opportunity,  pointed  out,  though 
often  times  very  obfcurely,  at  lead  to  this  world’s 
wifdom,  the  unceremonious  and  purely  fpijritual 
nature  of  his  kingdom. — But  thefe  are  things 
which  “  the  vulture’s  eye”  (though  very  prying) 
ec  hath  not  feen,”  Job  xxviii.  7.  They  are  only 

fpiritually  difcerned.”  The  natural  man  (with 
all  his  talk  of  Chrift  and  gofpel  ordinances)  cannot 
know  them.  See  1  Cor.  ij.  14. 
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CHAP.  VI.  ‘  * 

All  baptized  with  Chrijl’s  baptijm  are  members  of  his 
churchy  and  none  elje .  Six  queries ;  whicby  right¬ 
ly  anjweredy  will  determine  which  is  Cbrijl's  bap- 
tifm .  Divers  other  queries .  Paul's  care  to  avoid 
running  in  vain  ;  hence  he  omits  open  proclamation 
againjl  circumcijiony  at  JeruJalemy  though  he  bad 
preached  againjl  it  among  Gentiles .  Not  Jlrange> 
then,  John's  baptijm  was  Jlill  in  vogue .  Phe 
twelve  baptized  only  by  Johiiy  in  water .  Phey 
could  adminijler  John's,  without  the  power  they 
were  to  wait  for  to  adminijler  Cbrijl's .  Putting  on 
Chrijl  in  baptijm }  is  putting  on  the  armour  of  light. 
The  word  for  teach  in  the  commiffiony  not  the 
common  word  didafko,  but  matheteuo,  to  difciple , 
inJlruR  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven .  Sprinklers 

and  dippers  both  greatly  err  about  ifraeVs  baptijm 
in  the  cloud  and fea.  It  Jupports  neither.  “  Plain 
account ”  corrected  in  this  refpeR.  Phe  author  of  it 
allows  the  difciples  the  ufe  of  water  baptijm y  during 
Chrijl' s  miniftry  on  earth ,  was  the  fame  as  John's . 
It  is  the  Joul  needs  purgation .  Water  cannot  do  it. 
Diverfe  texts  Jhowing plainly  the  name  is  often  ufed 
.  for  the  life ,  prejence,  power  of  the  Lord .  ~ 

THERE  is  a  baptihn  by  which  every  mem¬ 
ber  is  initiated  into  the  body  of  Chrift.  As 
fore  as  any  are  thus  baptized,  they  are  members  of 
Chrift. ——If  any  aie  not  thus  baptized,  they  are 
not  of  Chrift's  church, 

QWy  Query  i.  What  is  the  baptifm,  without 
which  none  can  be  members  of  Chrift's  church— 
and  which  none  can  be  baptized  with,  but  they 
immediately  become  members  ? 
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Query  2.  Are  all  Cure  to  be  members  of  Chrift's 
true  church,  who  are  baptized  in  water  ? 

Query  3.  Has  Chrift  two  baptifms  ?  See  Eph. 
iv-  5,  “  one  Lord,  one  faith,  and  one  baptifm.” 
No  more  two  gofpel  baptifms  than  two  Lords,  and 
two  faiths. 

Query  4.  Does  not  Paul  plainly  fay,  “by  one 
fpirit  we  are  all  baptized  into  one  body— -and  have 

been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  fpirit  ?”  1  Cor, 
xii*  13. 

Query  5.  Can  any  other  but  this,  which  bap- 
tizeth  into  the  one  body  of  Chrift,  be  the  one  initi¬ 
atory  and  faving  baptifm  of  Chrift  ? 

Query  6.  Can  that  be  the  one  baptifm  of 
Chrift,  which  thoufands  may  be  baptized  with, 
and  yet  not  become  members  of  his  true  church, 
but  remain  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  bond 
of  iniquity  ? 

I  think  thefe  fix  queries,  rightly  anfwered, 
will  determine  which  is  the  one  initiatory  and 
faving  baptifm  of  Chrift  in  the  gofpel.  Is  it  not 
ftrange  that  m^n  don’t  fee  it  Why  do  they  ftick 
in  the  practices  of  the  Apoftles  fo  rigidly,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  John’s  baptifm  and  the  fupper,  and  foeafily 
get  over  divers  other  of  their  practices  Would 
it  not  have  been  a  ftrange  and  almoft  unheard  of 
thing,  had  thofe  famous  inftitutions  dropt  into  djf- 
tafe  all  of  a  fudden  ?—Could  it  poffibly  have  been 
borne  ?—^Do  we  not  always  find  it  much  eafier  to 
bring  people  by  degrees  to  reject  old  venerated 
laws  and  cuftoms,  and  adopt  new  ones,  than  to 
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rufh  on  and  enforce  them  all  at  once  ?— — Is  not  God 
a  God  of  condefcenfion  and  tendernefs  ?  Did  he 
not  anciently  lead  his  people  Ifrael,  after  he 
brought  them  out  of  Egypt,  purpofely  a  different 
way  from  the  neareft,  left  they  fhould  meet  with 
difeouragements,  and  return  back  to  Egypt  ? 
Exod.  xiii.  17.  Would  he  not  at  leaft  allow  h j s 
Apoftles  to  exercife  condefcenfion,  and  go  in  and 
out  before  the  primitive  believers,  as  they  could 
bear  it  ?— Was  not  this  evidently  the  cafe  on  divers  . 
other  occafions  ? — Did  not  Paul,  in  communi¬ 
cating  to  the  brethren  at  Jerufalem  how  it  was 
that  he  preached  the  gofpel  among  the  Gentiles, 
to  wit,  void  of  ceremonies,  and  without  circum¬ 
cifion,  do  it  privately,  to  fuch  only  as  were  grown  iti 
the  truth,  and  able  to  fee  the  propriety  of  it,  and 
tounderftand  that  the  gofpel  has  no  fuch  outward 
obfervations  ?  Gal.  iif  2. — Does  he  not  lay,  that 
this  his  care  to  avoid  a  general  communication  to 
all  was,  “  left  he  fhould  run,  or  had  run  in  vain  ?** 
-Might  it  not  have  been  wholly  in  vain  for  Paul 
to  attempt  benefit-ting  the  believers  that  were  of 
the  circumcifion  at  Jerufalem,  if  he  had  bluntly 
at  firft  declared  off  hand,  that  circumcifion  was 
abolifhed  ?  And  was  not  this  about  the  year  of 
our  Lord  fifty-two,  and  about  the  feventeenth 
year  of  Paul’s  apoftlefhip  ? 

Is  itftrange,  then,  that  he  had  to  circumcife 
Timothy,  purify  in  the  temple,  &c.  on  account 
of  the  wrong  zeal  and  attachments  of  the  Jews, 
leeing  fo  late  in  the  day  circumcifion  fo  far  main¬ 
tained  jts  ground,  that  he  had  probably  run  in 
vain,  if  he  had  not  avoided  an  open  declaration  of 
its  being  no  gofpel  ordinance? — And  is  it  any 
ft  ranger,,  that  Johns  hapij'm  fhould  be  in  too  high 
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eftiraation  to  be  eafily  laid  afide  at  once  ?  Is  water 
baptifm  once  called  Chrift’s  in  all  the  Bible  ?  Is  it 
once  called  a  gofpel  ordinance  ?  Did  Chrift  ever 
praftife  it  ?  Was  John’s  baptifm  Chrift’s  ?  If  not, 
were  Chrift  $  twelve  difciples  ever  baptized  with 
Chrift  s  baptifm*  or  not  ?  If  Chrift's  is  water,  and 
yet  not  the  lame  of  John's,  who  baptized  theft 
Apoftles,  feeing  Jefus  baptized  none  in  water  ? 
And  we  never  read  of  the  Apoftles  being  baptized 
therein  by  any  but  John.  I  have  often  mentioned, 
that  the  defign  of  water  baptifm  was,  that  Chrift 
and  his  baptitm  might  be  made  manifeft  to  Ifrael : 
and  as  this  was  fully  done  to  the  Apoftles,  as  to 
nis  outward  coming,  they  needed  no  more  water  bap¬ 
tifm  ;  and  it  feems  pretty  evident  they  had  no 
more  than  was  adminiftered  to  them  by  John.— 
But  if  the  cornmiflion,  Mat.  xxviii,  jc )>  was  wa¬ 
ter,  and  different  from  John's,  why  were  they  not 
baptized  with  it  themfelves,  before  they  went  forth 
to  baptize  others  ?  Is  it  not  plain,  that  that  com- 
million,  as  then  verbally  delivered,  did  not  qualify 
them  with  power  to  adminifter  the  baptifm  men¬ 
tioned  in  it  ?  Were  they  not  to  wait  for  power 
from  on  high  ?"  Were  they  ever  able  to  adminifter 
that  baptifm,  till  they  were  firft  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft  themfel  ves  ? — -Is  not  this  a  confirma¬ 
tion  that,  as  they  had  firft  received  and  then  oft 
adminiftered  John's  baptifm  before,  without  this 
more  powerful  endurnent  and  qualification,  but 
could  not  adminifter  C brill's  without  it,  that 
Chrift's  was  quite  a  different  thing  from  John’s, 
and  out  of  their  reach  or  ability  to  communi¬ 
cate,  but  as  it  was  poured  upon  them  from 
on  high,  and  flowed  through  them  upon 
others  ?  cc  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleafant  it 
is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  >  it  is 
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like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head,  that 
ran  dov/n  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard, 
that  went  down  to  the  fkirts  of  his  garments  :  as 
the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that  defend¬ 
ed  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion  5  for  there  the 
Lord  commanded  the  blefilng,  even  life  for  ever¬ 
more,  ”  Pfalm  cxxxiii.  Is  there  nothing  in  the 
defending  of  this  precious  ointment,  even  down 
to  the  very  fkirts  of  the  garment,  in  likenefs  of 
the  living  unity  of  the  brethren,  like  the  dew  on 
Mount  Hermon,  and  like  the  Lord’s  bleffing  on 
Mount  Zion,  that  may  give  us  fome  idea  of  the 
communication  of  the  Holy  Ghofl ,  through  the  bap¬ 
tized  Apoftles,  to  and  upon  the  fouls  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ? — And  is  not  this  the  one  plain  reafon  why 
they  could  not  adminifter  Chrift’s  baptifn  till  liv- 
ingly  baptized  themfelves,  as  the  oil  could  not 
defend  to  the  fkirts  till  it  was  poured  upon  the 
head  of  Aaron  ? — And  let  it  be  once  for  all  feriouf- 
ly  confidered — ought  we  not  to  hold  it  as  a  cer¬ 
tainty,  that  if  the  baptifm  in  the  commiffion  had 
been  water,  the  Apoftles  would  have  been  firft 
baptized  with  it  themfelves  ?  Or  can  we  fuppofe 
their  having  been  baptized  with  John's  baptifm, 
by  John,  before  they  became  Chrift's  difciples, 
fufficient  to  authorize  them  to  adminifter  Chrift's  ? 
But  even  though  this  were  granted,  will  any  fay 
the  Apoftles  never  received  Chriftian  baptifm 
themfelves  ?  If  Chrift  s  is  water,  and  yet  not  John's, 
how  coujd  it  poffibly  be  difpenfed  with,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Apoftles — in  the  cafe  of  Apollos,  and 
the  many  which  Paul  taught ,  and  begat  unto  God, 
but  did  not  baptize  in  water  ? — We  read  of  none 
Jent  exprefsly  to  baptize  in  water,  but  John .  If, 
then,  ChriJTi  baptifm  had  been  with  water ,  and 
yet  not  the  fame  with  John's,  ought  not  Chrift 
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limfelft o  have  baptized  hisdifciples  with  it,  before 
he  fent  them  to  baptize  others ,  feeing  we  have  no 
account  of  any  other  but  himfeif,  that  had  any 
authority  to  adminifter  his  baptifm,  till  firft  bap¬ 
tized  with  it  by  him  ? — Who  among  the  fons  of 
men  had  aright  to  adminifter  his  baptifm,  before 
they  were  baptized  with  it  them/elves  ?  If  none  had 
a  right  fo  to  do,  then  if  his  was  with  water ,  and 
yet  different  from  John's,  is  it  not  certain  that  his 
Apoflles  never  received  it,  feeing  “Jefus  himfeif 
baptized  not”  with  water,  and  none  elfe  had  any 
right  to  adminifter  his  baptifm,  till  them/elves 
were  baptized  with  it  ? — Does  it  not,  therefore, 
plainly  appear,  that  there  is  no  other  baptifm  with 
outward  water  but  John  s?  And  did  not  Jefus 
himfeif  wholly  avoid  baptizing  any  in  water,  on 
purpofe  that  it  might  plainly  appear  that  there  is 
another?  Or  if  there  is  any  other  with  water  but 
John's,  when,  where,  and  by  whom  did  it  begin? 
—Who  firft  dared  to  adminifter  it  ?  Would  it 
now  be  thought  lawful  among  the  Baptifts  for  any 
to  adminifter  the  baptifm  of  water,  who  had  not 
received  it  ?  And  would  it  not  have  been  very  ar~ 
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rogacing  for  any  one  in  that  day  to  have  intruded 
himfeif  into  the  office  of  an  adminiftrator  of  Chrijl’s 
baptifmy  who  had  never  himfeif  received  it  ?  Or, 
had  any  Jo  done ,  how  would  that  convey  a  right  to 
thofe  by  fach  an  one  baptized,  to  baptize  others  ? 

I  think  we  have  all  the  reafon  we  have  a  right  to 
defire  to  conclude,  ifChrift  had  ordained  water 
baptifm,  he  would  have  adminiitered  it  to  thofe  he 
had  fent  to  adminifter  it  to  others.  And  I  reft 
firmly  perfuaded  he  never  did  ordain  it,  but  that 
all'  the  water  baptifm  now  pradtiled  among  Chrift- 
ians  is  derived  from  John,  or  elfe  is  altogether  un¬ 
authorized  in  the  New  Teftament.  And  why  do 
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thofe  who  now  ufe  it,  life  a  fcrm  of  words  never 
once  ufed  by  any  of  the  Apoftles  ?  If  they  fay 
Chrift  commanded  it,  then  why  did  not  his  Ap^of- 
tles  obey  his  command  ?  Is  not  this  another  ftrong 
evidence  that  they  were  not  commanded  any  form 
of  words  at  all,  nor  any  ufe  of  water,  but  that  the 
•words,  into  the  name,  ike.  as  plainly  fhew  into  what 
they  were  to  baptize,  as  water  would  have  been 
plainly  fhown,  had  the  commiffion  been  exprefsly 
to  baptize  into  water  ? 

It  is  urged  by  fome,  that  putting  on  Chrift, 
which  all  do  who  are  baptized  into  him.  Gal.  iii. 
27,  is  giving  up  their  names  to  Chrift  in  water  bap- 
Ufm :  but  of  thofe  baptized  into  Chrift,  in  the 
Apoftle’s  fenfe,  he  here  declares,  “  ye  are  all  one 
•in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  if  ye  be  Chrift’s,  then  are 
ye  Abraham’s  feed,  and  heirs  according  to  the 
promife,”  28,  29  ;  that  is,  real  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift.  This  certainly  is  not 
true  of  as  many  as  are  baptized  into  water,  though 
it  certainly  is  true  of  as  many  as  are  baptized  into 
Chrift.  Putting  on  Chrift  is  therefore  plainly  thus, 
“put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  make  not 
provifion  for  the  flefh,  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof,” 
Rom.  xiii.  14  ;  that  k,  “  caft  off  the  works  of 
darknefs,  and  let  us  put  on  the  armour  of  light,” 
v.  12.  This  is  dire&Iy  baptifm  into  the  name,  for 
“  God  is  light,”  and  Chrft  is  light  ■,  and  putting  on 
the  whole  armour  of  light,  is  truly  putting  on  Chrift 
in  baptifm.  And  it  is  very  ftrikfngly  fbfervable, 
that  divers  texts  fpeak  exprefsly  of  baptifm  into 
Chrift-,  thus  preferving  the  very  intent  and  tenor 
of  the  commiffion ;  for  as  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Godhead  dwelleth  in  him ,  and  as  rhefe  texts  ex- 
prefs  baptifm  pofttivtly  as  being  into  him,  and 
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verbally  in  his  name ,  as  was  the  cafe  conftantly 
when  water  was  ufed,  it  is  as  evident  as  any  thin0* 
ean  well  be,  that  this  baptifm  into  him  is  really  put¬ 
ting  on  him,  the  life>  the  fubjlance,  the  whole  ar¬ 
mour  of  light — and  that  this  anfwers  the  commiffion 
exaCtly,  being  into  the  name>  the  lifey  the  power, 
the  eternal  virtue  itfelf\  and  not  into  watery  or 
any  thing  elfe,  merely  and  verbally  in  the  name. — 
I  think  this  meaning  of  the  words,  into  the  name, 
&c.  is  much  confirmed  by  a  paffage  in  the 
forementioned  <(  plain  account.”  The  author 
pleads  wholly  for  immerfion  of  adults  in  water ; 
and  to  maintain  it  againft  fprinkling  of  infants  he 
fays,  p.  43,44,  fC  the  word  in  Matthew,  rendered 
teachy  is  not  the  word  commonly  rendered  teach  in 
the  New  Teftament.  The  word  commonly  ufed 
is  DIDASKO,  which  occurs  very  often  ;  but 
the  other  word,  MATHETEUO,  teach ,  in  the 
baptifmal  commiffion  of  Matthew,  is  ufed  only 
three  times  more  in  all  the  New  Teftament.  Mat* 
xiii.  52,  every  fcribe  WHICH  IS  INSTRUCT¬ 
ED  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Mat.  xxvii. 
57,  Jofeph,  who  alfo  himfelf  was  JESUS’  DIS¬ 
CIPLE.  *A£ts  xiv.  21,  when  they  had  preach¬ 
ed  thegofpel  to  that  city,  and  HAD  TAUGHT 
many.  They  did  not  (fays  he)  barely  preach  the 
gofpely  but  taught  fo  effectually,  as  to  prevail  on 
many  to  become  difciples  or  believers.  This  is  the 
plain  import  of  the  original” 

Does  not  this  make  ftrongly  in  favour  of  the 
Quakers'  doCtrine?  Does  it  not  fhew  the  teaching , 
mentioned  in  this  great  commiffion,  was  to  be 
with  divine  power,  and  to  prevail  effectually  to 
difcipleihip  ?— Was  not  this  the  reafon  they  were 
commanded  to  wait  to  be  endued  with  power  from 
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oa  high,  becaufe  they  were  now  far  other  wife  to 
baptize  people  than  they  had  done  before  ?  1  hey 
were  now  to  d’jciple  them  ;  that  is,  teach  them  fo 
livingly  and  effedtually,  as  truly  to  baptize  them  into 
the  name ,  &c.  Why  elfe  was  this  word  MAI  HE- 
TEUO  ufed  here ,  to  exprefs  this  peculiar  kind 
of  powerful,  dijciplingy  or  baptifmal  teaching  ? 
a  word  ufed  but  three  times  more ,  as  this  author 
himfelf  fays,  in  all  the  New  eflaroent.— —He 
further  fays,  in  the  fame  page,  that  this  word 
€C  implies  teaching  full  as  much  as  the  more  com¬ 
mon  word,  DIDASKO.  The  difference  is,  that 
the  former  has  a  more  precife  and  determinate  mean¬ 
ing,  conveying  to  the  Apcftles  this  idea,  viz. 
jo  teach  the  people  as  to  perfuade  them  to  become 
my  dijcipies 

Now,  ferious  reader,  feeing  this  paffage  does 
mean  teachingy  but  at  the  fame  time  is  f o  very  pre¬ 
cife  and  determinate  \n  its  meaning,  as  to  convey  a 
clear  idea  of  great  difference  from  the  fimple  com¬ 
mon  meaning  of  the  word  teach,  plainly  fignifying 
to  make  dijcipies  by  teachings  that  is,  to  teach  or  dif 
ciple  all  nations,  baptizing  them let  us  fee  how  the 
three  other  paffages,  where  it  is  ufed,  will  concur 
with  the  dodtrine  of  bapcifm  into  the  mmey  &c. 
The  firft  Is  Mat.  xiii.  52,  “  every  fcribe  which 
is  inftrudted  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”—1 This 
is  the  fame  word  that  is  rendered  teach  in  the  com- 
miffion  :  and  here  the  fcribe  is  injlrutted ,  taught 
or  djjcipled  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.— I  think 
this  is  the  very  baptifm  enjoined  in  that  com  m  i  f- 
fion  :  it  is  into  the  very  life  and  fubftance  intended 
by  xht name y  to  wit,  the  life,  ftrength  and  virtue 
«>f  the  kingdom  ;  the  ftrong  tower  of  fafety,  which 
Zhznameoi  the  Lord  ever  is  to  the  righteous,  the 
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well  inftrtfdled  or  truly  difcipled  fcribe.  And 
We  fee  this  fcrib*  is  initiated  into  the  kingdom  by 
teaching ,  and  that  the  very  teaching ,  difcipling ,  or 
inJlruCting ,  which  is  enjoined  in  the  commiffion, 
and  which  therefore  required  power  from  on  high 
to  perform,  becaufe  it  was  a  Very  different  and 
much  more  effectual  teaching  (as  this  author  main¬ 
tains)  than  that  expreffed  by  the  common  word 
DIDASKO,  teach.  The  fecond  paflage  is  Mat, 
5<xvii.  57,  “  Jofeph,  who  alfo  himfelf  was 
Jefus’  difciple.,,  It  feems  plainly  this  ;  he  had 
been  taught ,  inftrutted \  difcipled)  in  this  more  power¬ 
ful  way  of  teaching  than  that  meant  by  the  other 
word  didajko  ;  that  is,  he  was  a  fcribe  well  inftruft- 
ed  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven— -or  baptized  into, 
the  eternal  holy  name>  which  is  the  fame  thing ; 
for  none  can  be  a  dilciple  of  Chrift  without  his, 
laving  b  apt  i/m. 

The  third  paflage  is  Adtsxiv.  21,  tc  when  they 
had  preached  the  gofpel  to  that  city,  and  had 
taught  many”— “that  is,  according  to  this  author’s 
own  words,  “  taught  fo  effectually  as  to  prevail  on 
many  to  become  difciples ”  This”  (he  adds)  “  is 
the  plain  import  of  the  original.  ■'  Then,  it  feems, 
they  taught  them  juft  according  to  the  commif- 
Iton  ,  and  by  which  teaching  they  muft  have  been 
baptized  into  the  name  ;  or  (which  is  the  fame  thing) 
inrtruclcd  or  difcipled  into  the  kingdom.— But 
this  fen ftble  author  adds  further* fC  thecommon  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Chrifiian  believers  occurring  in  very  nu¬ 
merous  pafiages  of  the  New  Teftament,  is  MA- 
THETAI,  difciples.  “As  this1'  (fays  he)  “  is 
the  ufual  name  of  believers  in  Chrijly  we  have  the 
verb  of  it  in  our  Lord’s  commiflion,  where  he  bids 
4i$  followers  to  go  and  make  converts  to  him  through¬ 
out 
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out  the  world  5”  and  p.  45  he  quotes  “  Whitby's 
note  on  Mat.  xxviii.  19,”  that  is  on  the  very 
commifTion  itfelf—  faying,  cc  1  defire  any  one  to 
tell  me  how  the  Apoftles  could  matheteuin ,  make 
a  dijciple  of  an  heathen,  or  unbelieving  Jew, 
without  being  mathetaiy  or  teachers  of  them.” 
~r-By  all  which  it  is  clear,  that  both  the 
learned  Whitby,  and  this  learned  author,  were 
fenfible  that  this  extraordinary  kind  of  teaching 
was  making  difciplcs  of  Chrift,  believers  in  and 
real  living  converts  to  him  :  and  it  is  certain 
none  arefuch  without  baptifm  into  him — his  difci¬ 
plcs,  all  true  believers,  all  his  fincere  converts , 
throughout  the  world,  are  baptized  by  the  one  ipirit 
into  one  body;  they  drink  all  into  one fpirit,  and 
are  thus  initialed ,  as  well  injlrutted Jcribes ,  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.— Is  it  not  marvellous  that 
this  writer  was  not,  by  the  time  he  had  feen  and 
written  thus  mqch,  fo  far  inftrufted  into  it  himfelf, 
as  to  have  feen  with  equal  clearnefs,  that  no  part 
of  all  this  had  any  thing  to  do  with  elementary  wa¬ 
ter  ?— He  maintains  that  the  word  baptidzo  always 
means  immerfion  or  bathing  all  over  in  water  ;  and 
rejects  the  fprinklers’  notions  refpe6ting  1  Cor.  x. 
2,  ‘c  and  were  all  baptized  unto  Mofes  in  the  cloud, 
and  in  the  fea.”  The  fprinklers’  ideas  on  this 
paffage  he  reprefents  thus,  p.  28,  tc  the  cloud 
which  hung  over  the  children  of  Ifrael  is  a  watery 
fubftance,  Jpr inkling  its  water  in  drops .  The  fea, 
which  v/as  as  a  wall  unto  them  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  lefty  by  force  of  the  llrong  wind  which  blew, 
lent  forth  a  great  fpray  or  fprinkling.  So  they 
were  plentifully  fprinkled  by  the  cloud  above,  and 
by  the  waters  on  each  fide.,>  This  he  cannot 
agree  to.  Let  us  fee  how- he  underftands  it,  and 
whether  he  mends  the  matter.  He  thinks fc  a  man 
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of  plain  fenfe,  not  thinking  of  this  cloud  or  pillar 
of  fire,  dropping  down  water ,  but  of  opinion— that 
the  baptifm  of  fcripture  is  imtnerjion ,  would  be  apt  to 
carry  his  thoughts  no  further  than  to  apprehend 
here  is  an  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of  immerfion  \  the 
Ifraelites  being,  as  it  were,  covered  with  the  cloud 
over,  and  the  waters  on  each  fide  of  them.”  Thus 
they  (tumble  on  every  hand,  who  are  vainly  con¬ 
tending  for  the  figures.  His  remark  is  very  juft, 
that  a  man  of  plain  fenfe  would  not  think  of  drops 
of  water  from  a  pillar  of  fire  :  and  methinks  it  re¬ 
quires  a  little  more  than  plain  fenfe  to  underftand 
immerfion  all  over  in  water  from  this  paffage; 
but  though  a  man  cc  of  opinion  that  the  baptifm 
of  fcripture  is  immerfion,”  might  be  very  likely 
to  ftop  fhort  of  the  fubftance ,  and  apprehend  no¬ 
thing  further  than  an  <c  allufion  to  the  cuitom  of 
immerfion  ”  yet  I  do  not  fee  why  a  man  of  real 
plain fenfe  may  not  query  how  a  pilar  of  fire  can  re- 
prefent  immerfion  in  water?  Or  how  going  through 
the  fea  on  dry  land,  as  a  firm  foundation,  points 
out  bathing  all  over  in  that  flu&uating  unftable 
element  ?  The  Apoftle  in  this  paffage  exprefsly 
declares,  they  eat  the  fame  fpiritual  meat,  and 
that  they  drank  of  that  fpiritual  rock  that  follow¬ 
ed  them,  and  that  rock  was  Chrift.  Hence  it 
appears,  they  ate  and  drank  the  very  fubjldnce  which 
the  faints  in  all  ages  live  by.  This  indeed  they 
muft  have  eaten ,  or  elfe  have  had  no  divine  life  in 
them.  Eating  the  outward  emblems  of  it  never 
gave  life  divine  to  the  foul,  any  more  than  outward 
baptifm.  Their  eating  outward  manna ,  and 
drinking  outward  water  from  the  rock ,  could  ne¬ 
ver  make  their  fouls  alive  to  God,  and  was  but 
typical  of  that  “  fpiritual  meat”  which  they  alfo 
and  as  truly  ate,  as  they  did  the  outward  :  and  of 
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“that  fpiritual  rock  whereof  they  drank;  for 
that  rock  was  Chrift.”  And  why  may  not  plain 
fenfe  look  a  little  further  chan  to  an  “  allufion  to 
the  cuftom  of  immerfion”  for  the  fubjiance  of  their 
baptifm ,  as  well  as  for  the  fubjiance  of  their  eating 
and  drinking  ?  For  feeing  they  did  truly  feed  in 
greater  or  lefs  degree  on  Chrift  in  spirit,  as  well  as 
on  Outward  manna,  &c.  and  fo  enjoyed  fomething 
of  the  very  life  and  fubjiance  of  the  Lord’s  J, 'upper ; 
why  may  we  not  believe  they  were  in  degree  iiib- 
ftantially  baptized  into  the  fellowfhip  of  his  fuff er- 
ings,  and  conformity  to  his  death,  as  well  as  into 
thofe  deep  outward  trials  and  afflictions,  fo  pref- 
fingly  experienced  by  them,  whilft  conducted  by 
th  epillar  of  fire,  and  whilft  purfued  by  their  ene¬ 
mies  at  and  into  the  midfloi  the  red  fea  ?  And  thus 
the  word  baptidzo  may  anfwer  as  well  to  plunging 
into  fiery  trials ,  as  into  water. 

Our  Saviour  fays,  “  I  have  a  baptifm  to  be 
baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  ftraitened  till  it  be 
accomplilhed,”  Luke  xii.  50.  And  can  it  be 
doubted  that  thofe  who  really  fed  on  Chrift  in  fpi- 
rit,  in  that  day,  were  in  degree  truly  baptized 
with  him  into  fufferings,  and  in  fome  degree  at 
leaft  buried  with  him  into  death  ?  In  this  way  I 
think  we  may  fee  fomething/«r/^r  in  their  bap¬ 
tifm  than  outward  immerfion ,  and  thus  refcue  the 
pillar  of  fire  from  either  dropping  down  water,  or 
importing  immerfion  into  it-,  and  indeed  there 
feems  little  or  no  fenfe  in  the  paflage  underftood 
as.fpeaking  of  either:  for  fuppofe  we  underftand 
with  the  plain  account  “an  allufion  to  the  cuftom 
of  immerfion,”  it  then  amounts  to  this _ immer¬ 

fion  in  water  is  a  figure  of  purification— and  Ifrael’s 
paflage  through  die  fea  is  a  figure  of  that  figure-, 

or 
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or  that  the  Apoftle,  in  his  affertion  here,  that  they 
were  baptized,  only  had  an  allufion  to  that  figure. 
Now,  ifit  was  nothing  but  a  figure  of  a  figure,  I 
fee  not  how  he  could  pofitively  in  truth  fay,  they 

were  baptized. — Either  they  were,  or  were  not _ if 

they  were  properly  baptized,  it  was  inward 
or  outward  \  if  it  was  outward,  and  a  proper  water 
baptifm,  then  either  dipping,  fprinkling,  or  any 
thing  that  has  a  little  refernblance  and  will  bear  ah 
cc  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of  immerfion,”  may,  for 
aught  I  can  perceive,  be  called  baptifm .  Why 
then  contend  fo  long  and  loud  about  the  precife 
mode  of  it  ?  If  Paul  meant  as  he  faid,  that  they  were 
baptized,  I  think  he  muft  mean  fpiritually  :  but 
if  any  will  have  it  mean  outward  water  baptifm ,  do 
they  not  at  once  introduce  a.  third  kind,  ora  third 
mode  of  it,  different  from  either  immerfion  ox  fprink¬ 
ling  ?  At  any  rate,  and  turn  it  every  way,  will 
not  the  refult  be,  either  that  Paul  did  not  mean 
as  he  (aid,  that  they  really  were  baptized ,  but  on* 
ly  that  their  paffage  refembled  baptifm,  and  may 
bear  an  allufion  to  it,  or  that  he  meant  an  outward 
'baptifm,  without  either  dipping  or fprinkling,  or  that 
he  meant  an  inward  and  Epi ritual  baptifm  ?  The 
two  firft  meanings  I  fliould  fuppofe  mod  if  not  all 
would,  on  due  confederation,  rejtdb — the  lafl  I  am 
confirmed  is,  as  before  evinced,  the  genuine 
meaning  of  the  Apoftle.  He  is  here  prefling  ft 
upon  the  once  livingly  baptized  among  the  Co¬ 
rinthians,  to  hold  out  to  the  end.  A  few  verfes 
before  (fee  the  preceding  chapter,  i  Cor.  ix.  £4)  he 
fays,  “fo  run  that  ye  may  obtain.”  25th,  “every 
man  that  firiveth  for  the  maftery  is  temperate  in  all 
things.  Now  they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible 
crown,  but  we  an  incorruptible.  26th,  1  there¬ 
fore  fo  run,  not  as  uncertainly  \  fo  fight  I,  not  as 

one 
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one  that  beateth  the  air ;  27,  but  I  keep  under 
my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fubje&ion,  left  that 
by  any  means,  when  I  have  preached  to  others,'  I 
myfelf  Ihould  be  a  taft-away”  Here  he  urges 
his  own  fubjcftiori)  and  the  temperance  of  others,  as 
examples  ;  and  then,  to  enforce  the  caution,  im- 
prefs  the  danger  of  their  falling  fhort,  and  if  pof- 
iible  prevent  their  becoming  caft>aways,  he  perti¬ 
nently  reminds  them  how  it  fared  with  fome  of  the 
ancient  fathers  who  came  out  of  Egypt  with 
Mofes;  and  who,  though  they  had  partaken  of 
the  true  fpiritual  baptifm ,  meat  and  drink  of  the 
faints,  yet  afterwards  (fuch  is  the  weaknefs  and 
danger  of  man)  they  lufted  after  evil  things*— mur¬ 
mured— tempted  God — > committed  idolatry  and  forni¬ 
cation— and  fo  were  overthrown  in  the  wildernefs. — * 
And  in  full  confirmation  that  his  aim  in  all  this 
was  to  warn  the  Corinthians,  he  declares,  <cthefe 
things  were  our  examples,  to  the  intent  that  we 
Ihould  not  luft  after  evil  things,  as  they  alfo  luft¬ 
ed, nor  tempt  Chrift,  nor  murmur,  &c.  as  they 
did  ;  and  ftrikingly  adds,  “  wherefore  let  him  . 
that  thinketh  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall/' 
v.  1 2.  Perhaps  all  will  agree,  that  thofc  thus 
warned  by  Paul  had  received  Chriflian  baptifm. 
whether  it  be  agreed  or  not  what  that  was  ;  and  if 
Chriftians  were  in  all  that  great  danger  of  falling, 
after  the  example  of  unbelief  and  apoftacy  here 
exhibited  by  him,  anddf  this  example  was  perti¬ 
nent  to  their  ftate  and  danger,  does  not  that  per¬ 
tinency  confift  much  in  the  Ifraelites  having 
known  a  good  degree  of  that  which  is  faving,  and 
turning  from  it?  Nehemiah  teftifies,  that  the 
Lordjaw  their  affiiftion  in  Egypt ,  and  heard  their 
cry  by  theredfea ,  and  gave  alio  his  good  Spirit  to 
inftru&  them,  Neh.  ix.  9,  20-  God  was  fo  near 
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and  attentive  to  them,  that  he  not  only  Jed  them 

hy,  he  even  went  himfelf  before  them  in  the  pillar 
of  cloud  and  of  fire. 

Let  none  therefore  marvel  that  Paul  fays  they 
were  b affixed  in  the  cloud,  feeing  that  holy  pre¬ 
fence  was  actually  there,  into  which  all  the  fpirit- 
ual  Ilrael  are  baptized. — Mofes  tells  them,  Deut. 

v.  4,  “  the  Lord  talked  with  you  face  to  face” _ 

and  Ifaiah  calls  them  the  ranfomed ,  teftifying,  li. 
10,  that  the  Lord  “  made  the  depth  of  the  fea  a 
way  for  the  ranfomed  to  pafs  over.”— But  in  re¬ 
gard  to  their  pafiage  through  the  fea,  it  is  evident 
the  cloud  was  not  then  over  them,  but  behind  them. 
— It^/igone  before  them  j  but  juft  before  their 
going  through,  we  read,  “the  angel  of  God, 
which  went  before  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  removed 
and  went  behind  them  -,  and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud 
went  from  before  their  face,  and  flood  behind  them,'’ 
Exod.  xiv.  19.  So  that  unlefs  immerfion  all  over 
into  and  under  water,  or  at  leaft  an  allufion  to  it, 
can  be  gathered  from  their  going  through  the  fea 
as  on  dry  ground,  with  a  cloudy  and  fiery  pillar  be¬ 
hind  them,  I  cannot  fee  any  thing  more  in  it  for 
immerfion ,  than  for  Jfrinkling ;  and  in  fact  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  either. 

This  author  fays,  p.  41,  “  the  difciples  of 
Chrift,  during  his  miniftry  on  earth,  as  well  as 
the  difciples  of  John,  were  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  inftitution  ofhaptifm  ;”  and  agrees  with 
Whitby,  that  “  they  only  baptized,  as  John  had 
done,  into  the  faith  of  the  Melliah  which  was  to 
come,  and  with  that  baptifm  of  repentance,  which 
prepared  the  Jews  for  the  reception  of  his  kingdom. ” 
By  th  is  ic  i§ "conceded,  that  during  Chrift’s  minif- 
;  try 
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try  on  earth,  that  baptifm  which  his  diciples  ufed 
was  the  fame  as  John’s.  No  wonder  then  Chrift 
never  ufed  it  himfelf;  and  as  he  never  once  ufed 
it  either  before  or  after  his  refurredtion,  as  we  don  t 
find  his  twelve  Apoftles  were  ever  baptized  in  water, 
but  only  into  Johns  baptifm,  as  before  noticed, 
it  feems  clear  to  me,  that  Chrift’s  commiftion  does 
not  contain  water  baptiim. — His  injunction  to 
teach  the  people  all  things  that  he  had  command¬ 
ed  them,  includes  no  fuch  obfervation  ;  for  he 
had  not  commanded  it  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
the  difciples  ever  ufed  it,  jifter  Chrift  gave  them 
this  commifiion,  in  any  wife  as  a  different  ordi¬ 
nance  from  what  it  had  been  before.  If  it  was 
John’s,  and  ufed  by  them  as  his  before,  it  was  af¬ 
terwards  but  a  continuation  of  the  fame  ordinance* 
It  nowhere  in  all  the  Bible  appears  to  be  an  ordi¬ 
nance  of  Chrift;  but  having  been  in  great  venera¬ 
tion,  was  indulgently  continued  through  weakncfs, 
even  after  the  refurredtion. 

Nothing  can  be  gofpel  baptifm,  that  is  not 
faving  :  it  is  the  foul  that  needs  purgation ;  the 
baptifm  which  effedts  this,  cannot  be  that  which 
is  merely  with  elementary  water  ;  but  muft  be 
that  which  burns  up  the  filth,  and  removes  the  de¬ 
filement  ;  that  is,  the  baptifm  into  the  name,  the 
life ,  the  ckanftng  virtue  of  the  divine  nature. — ■ 
Chrift’s  baptifm  is  ever  deferibed  as  faving,  and 
none  were  ever  faved  without  it.  We  all  know 
that  baptifm  into  water  may  be  received  by  fuch 
as  are  not  in  any  degree  faved  ;  and  I  think,  if  we 
cxercife  but  the  common  reafon  of  mankind,  we 
muft  fee,  that  if  water  baptifm  were  faving,  it 
were  a  conftant  miracle,  and  that  as  oft  repeated  as 
\t  proved  faving,  even  as  truly  a  miracle  as  the 
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turning  water  into  wine ;  for  there  is  nothing  in  a 
bare  wafhingin  outward  water,  that  has  any  more 
effect  towards  an  inward  cleanfing,  than  there  is 
in  anointing  with  oil,  or  (having  off  the  hair.  If 
therefore  it  were  the  baptifm  of  (Thrift,  it  muft 
either  be  a  (landing  miraculous  purification  of 
fouls  by  outward  application,  or  a  thing  not  fav- 
ing  j  but  the  baptifm  of  Chrilt  is  that  which  non} 
Javes  us ,  and  is  in  its  own  nature  and  operation  as 
truly  and  conftantly  faving  to  the  foul,  as  walh^ 
ing  in  water  is  cleanfing  to  the  body.  In  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  degree  in  which  the  body  is  wafhed  in 
water,  it  is  cleanfed  by  the  outward  putting  away  the 
filth  of  the  flefh  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  degree  in 
which  any  foul  experienceth  the  baptifm  of  (Thrift, 
it  infallibly  produceth  inward  fandification,  by 
putting  away  the  filth  of  the fpirit.  That  name  into 
which  all  the  faints  are  baptized  is  Jucb>  that  their 
baptifm  into  it  muft  purify.  Purification  is  the 
very  thing  itfelf,  and  that  is  the  one  plain  reafon 
why  it  not  only  is,  but  muft  bt ,  a  baptifm  into  the 
holy  name  •  “  for  there  is  none  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  muft  be 
fayed,”  Ads  iv.  1 2.  It  is  truly  by  the  name, 
that  we  are  faved-,  for  this  divine  and  living 
“  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth,”  Cant.  i.  3. 
This  is  the  “  unction  from  the  holy  one,”  1  John 
ii.  20.  “  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tower ; 

the  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  fafe,”  Prov. 
xviii.  ic.  Well  may  they  be  fafe  in  this  name, 
feeing  the  baptifm  into  it  is  ever  faving. 

Deeply  fenfible  that  there  was  no  other  falva- 
t'fon,  the  Pfalmift  prays,  liv.  1,  tc  fave  me,  O 
G.od,  by  thy  n ante ;”  and  Jeremiah  fays,  x.  6 , 

^  thy  name  is  great  in  might.”  Indeed  his  name 
.  is 
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5s  the  ftrength  and  falvation  of  his  people;  none 
can  run  into  his  name,  or  be  gathered  into  it,  or 
baptised  into  it,  but  they  muft  at  the  fame  time 
be  gathered  and  baptized  into  bint.'*—  Hence  the 
fcripture  phrafe,  <c  baptized  into  Chrift  ;  and 
hence  allb  the  absolute  certainty  that  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  into  his  name,  there  he  is  in  the 
midftofthem.  Sec  Mat.  xviii.  20.  He  doth  not 
limply  prornife  that  he  will  he ;  he  declares 
«  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them  ;”  for  he  knew 
none  could  gather  into  his  natney  where  he 
himfelf  was  not.  The  Greek  word,  truly  tranl- 
lated,  is  into  ;  the  fame  word  ufed  in  Chrift’s 
baptifmal  commiffion,  and  with  great  propriety ; 
for  none  can  be  gathered  into  him  who  are  not 
baptized  into  iww-^neither  gathering  in  his  name, 
nor  baptifm  in  it,  profeflionally  availeth. — The 
promife  of  falvation  is  fure  to  none  but  thofe  who 
are  truly  gathered  and  baptized  into  the  nameitjelf 1 
and  to  thefeit  cannot  fail  ;  for  the  name  has  all 
healing  virtue  in  it.  i(  Holy  Father”  (fays  Chrift) 
<c  keep  through  thine  own  name  thofe  whom  thou 
haft  given  me,  that  they  may  be  onex  as  we  are/* 
John  xvii.  1 1.  c*  While  I  was  with  them  in  the 
world,  I  kept  them  in  thy  name”  12.  aIfyc 
fhall  alk  any  thing”  (fays  he)  c<  in  my  name,  1  will 
do  it,”  xiv.  14.  This  can  never  fail,  any  more 
than  falvation  can  fail  to  fuch  as  are  truly  and 
thoroughly  baptized  into  his  name ;  for  as  this  bap-t 
tifm  is  falvation,  fo  afking  in  his  name  is  in  his  own 
Ufey  fpirit  and  power,  and  he  cannot  deny  him-* 
felf.  As  the  Father  always  hears  bimy  becaufe  his 
afking  is  in  the  Father’s  life  and  power;  fo  he, 
always  hears,  and  cannot  avoid  hearing,  all  who 
afk  in  his  name ;  for  the  one  plain  and  all-fuffi- 
cient  reafon,  that  his  name  is  his  life  and  fpirit, 

his 
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his  power  and  prefence  ;  and  all  done  in  it,  is  done 
topurpofe;  for  therein  there  is  no  lack — -therein 
is  fulnefs ,  and  divine  fufficicncy.  We  are  com¬ 
plete  therein  forever,  without  any  of  the  fipns 
or  iymbols  of  former  difpenfations. 


C  H  A  P.  VII. 

Paul's  epiJUes  to  the  Galatians  and  ColoJJians  written 
purpofely  to  diffuade  from  attachment  to  Jhadowy 
ordinances .  Circumcifion ,  water  baptijmy  &c . 

plainly  fuper ceded ;  and  true  Chrijlians  foewn  to  be 
complete  in  Chrift  without  them .  This  the  evi¬ 
dent  J cope  of  thefe  epiftles.  This  chapter  contains 

many  quotations  from ,  and  remarks  on  them . 

SEVERAL  of  the  epiftles  feem  to  have  been 
written  on  purpofe  to  diffuade  from  attach¬ 
ment  to  and  retention  of  the  rituals  of  fhadowy 

_  0 

difpenfations.  Paul  having  his  knowledge  of 
Chrift  by  immediate  revelation,  knew  the  difpen- 
fation  of  figurative  inftitutions  was  ended;  and 
that  Chriftians  viewing  lifelefs  ftgns  as  gofpel  or¬ 
dinances,  muft  powerfully  divert  and  detain  them 
from  the  living,  faving  fubftance  :  hence  he  pref- 
fingly  invites  to  Chrift,  the  life  and  fubftance, 
and*  warns  againft  a  continuance  of  ceremonials, 
——His  epiftles  to  the  Galatians  and  Cololfians,  and 
a  good  deal  of  fcveral  others,  ar c  full  to  this  purpofe. 
Some  troublefome  perfons  had  got  in  among  the 
Galatians,  infilling  on  circumcifion,  and  the  rites 
of  the  law;  and  had  fo  influenced  the  believers, 
that  this  infpired  Apoftle  vehemently  expoftulates 
with  them  for  being  fo  eafily  fhaken  from  grace  (of 
itfelf  fufficient  for  .11)  and'  turned  to  elementary 

obfervances, 
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obfervances,  chap.  i.  6,  7.  “  I  marvel  that  ye  are 
fo  foon  removed  from  him  that  called  you  into 
the  grace  oft  Chrift,  unto  another  gofpel.”  But  as 
rituals  arc  not  of  the  gofpel,  he  immediately  adds, 
<c  which  is  not  another ;  but  there  be  fome  that 
trouble  you,  and  would  pervert  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift.” — Indeed  every  attempt  to  etlablifli  cere¬ 
monial  inftitutions  as  gofpel  ordinances,  is  direct¬ 
ly  an  attempt  to  pervert  the  gofpel,  and  fruftrate 
its  blefTed  defign,  that  of  fuperceding  all  thofe 
figurative  obfervations.  And  on  this  ground  he 
pronounces  any  one,  even  though  it  were  him- 
lelf  and  companions,  or  an  angel  from  heaven, 
that  fhould  preach  any  other  gofpel  than  that  al¬ 
ready  preached  unto  them,  accurfed,  v.  18. _ 

The  gofpel  that  Paul  preached,  was  Chrift  within, 
the  word  nigh  in  the  heart  and  in  the  mouth 
which  he  exprefsly  calls  the  righteoufnefs  which 
ts  of  faith ;  and  declares  of  this  inward  word, 
“  that  is,  the  word  of  faith  which  we  preach 
Sec  Rom.  x.  6,  8. — A  few  words  before  he  had 
declared,  “  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law,  for 
righteouinefs  to  every  one  that  believeth.”  Hence 
it  is  evident,  that  this  inward  word  of  fz\th  which 
he  preached  as  nigh  in  the  heart,  &c.  'ifthac 
which  fupercedes  and  ends  the  figns  and  fhadows 
of  the  law  to  true  believers. 


The  Ifraelites  had  a  zeal  of  God,  but  not 
according  to  knowledge;  for  they  bein°-  jP_ 
norant  of  God’s  righteoufnefs  (the  inward 
righteouinefs  of  faith-Chrift,  the  word  in  the 
heart)  and  going  about  roeftablifli  their  own  riohr- 
eouinefs  (in  the  figurative  obfervances,  the  letter 
and  ceremonies  of  the  law,  and  creature!  y  perform 
ances)  have  not  fubmitted  themfelves  unto  the 
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righteoufnefs  of  God/’  See  v.  c,  3.  That  he 
means  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  this  inward  living 
word  in  the  heart ,  and  by  their  not  fubmitiing  to  it, 
their  non-fubjedtion  to  the  motions  and  teachings 
of  it,  is  evident  by  the  6th,  yth  and  8th  verfes. 
*«  But  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  faith  fpeaketh 
bn  this  wife  ;  fay  not  in  thine  heart,  who  (hall  af- 
cend  into  heaven  ?  (that  is,  to  bring  Gbrift  down 
from  above  :)  or  who  fhall  defcend  into  the  deep  l 
(that  is,  to  bring  up  Chrijt  again  from  the  dead) 
but  what  faith  it  ?  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even 
in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart;  thaois,  the  word 
of  faith  which  we  preach.”  This  will  remain, 
through  all  ages,  the  one  only  gofpel  of  life  and 
falvation.  It  is  Chrift  in  man,  and  ends  the  types 
and  (hadows.  Were  it  not  Chrift  himfelf  the  di¬ 
vine  and  holy  word  in  the  foul,  did  it  not  unite 
the  life  of  the  foul  with  the  life  of  God,  and  bring 
into  fubjedtion  to  him,  dependence  upon  him, 
and  adtion  by  him,  it  would  never  effedt  complete 
falvation  ;  for  until  all  this  is  witnefied,  God  be¬ 
comes  not  our  “  all  in  all.”  T.  hough  we  have 
known  Chrift  after  the  Hefh  (faith  the  Apoftle) 
yet  now  henceforth  know  we  him  no  more,  i 
Cor.  v.  16.— It  was  neceflary  he  went  away,  as  to 
his  vifible  appearance  in  the  flefh,  that  he.  might 
come  again,  or  more  fully  in  fpirit  abide  with  and 
comfort  his  forever.  This  he  promifed,  and  per¬ 
forms  it  to  every  true  believer,  who  rightly  looks 
for  him  in  fpirit,  not  gazing  up  into  heaven, 
watching  for  his  outward  coming,  or  feeking  to 
know  him  after  the  flefh :  unto  all  who  thus  inward¬ 
ly  look  for  him ,  he  appears  in  them ,  where  his  king¬ 
dom  is  <c  without  fin  to  falvation.  See  Heb.  ix. 
<j8.  This  final  coming  to  judgment  will  be  to 
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unto  their  Jalvctfion>  but  condemnation,  to  their 
fhameand everlafting contempt;  h\xX.b\sJecond com¬ 
ing  is  promifed  only  unto  them  that  look  for  him, 
and  is  to  their falvation .  And  thus  he  did  come  to 
thofe  he  faid  fhould  not  tafte  of  death  till  they 
Jaw  the  kingdom ;  for  this  is  truly  the  coming  of 
his  kingdom  on  earth ,  to  thofe  who  rightly  wait 
and  pray  for  it,  and  livingly  experience  it,  which 
many  then  did ;  for,  fays  the  Apoftlc,  Col.  i.  13, 
u  who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  ofdark- 
nefs,  and  hath  tranflated  us  into  the  kingdom  of 
his  dear  Son.”  Here  Chrift  fitteth  on  the  throne 
of  the  heart,  in  his  inward  kingdom  \  for  Paul  tells 
the  Galatians  that  it  had  pleafed  God,  who  called 
him  by  his  grace,  “  to  reveal  his  Son  in  him”  This 
entirely  fupercedcs  the  occafion  o fr  s,  as  eating, 
drinking ,  or  the  like,  to  u'  ,*m  in  remembrance. 
This  inward  revelation  and  knowledge  of  the  Son, 
man,  the  hope  of  his  glory,  was  a  myftery  that 
had  been  hidden  from  ages  and  generations. — The 
mills  of  darknefs,  and  their  refting  in  the  law  of 
carnal  commandments  and  ceremonies,  had  hid 
and  vailed  from  their  minds  the  clear  knowledge  of 
it:  but  the  vail  being  done  away  in  Cbrijl  to  the 
faints,  in  that  day,  the  Apoftle  declares  this  myf- 
tery  was  “  made  manifeft  to”  them  j — and  goes  on 
to  Ihew  what  is  the  very  life,  riches  and  glory  of 
it;  laying,  “to  whom  God  would  make  known 
what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myftery  among 
the  Gentiles,  which  is  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of 
glory.”  See  Col.  i.  26,  27.  There  never  was 
but  one  true  life  andfubjlanceof  religion. — Hence, 
though  this  myftery  of  Chrift  within  was  greatly 
hid  to  molt  men  for  ages,  yet  was  it  the  very  thin  > 
Mofes  referred  Ilrael  to  of  old.  Deut.  xxx.  14* 
f<  the  word  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth! 
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and  in  thy  heart,  that  thou  mayeftdo  it.”  Here 
Mofes  preached  the  gofpel :  and  Paul  affirms  it 
was  preached  to  Abraham,  Gal.  iii.  8.  Indeed  it 
rauft  be  fo  ;  for  Abraham  faw  Chrift’s  day,  re¬ 
joiced  in  it,  and  came  in  degree  into  the  life  of 
it,  though  not  to  the  end  of  all  the  figns. — He 
not  only  law  it,  as  then  to  come  in  greater  fulnefs 
and  glory ;  he  knew  it  in  himfelf ;  for  when  the 
Jews  faid  to  Chrift,  “  thou  art  not  yet  fifty  years 
ol and  haft  thou  feen  Abraham  ?”  he  did  not 
efoape  their  dilemma  by  telling  them,  Abraham 
forefaw  his  day  afar  off.  That  was  not  the  thing 
he  aimed  at  :  but  he  came  dire&ly  to  the  ever  im¬ 
portant  point,  to  the  very  life  of  the  matter; 
cc  verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  before  Abra¬ 
ham  was,  I  am,”  John  viii.  57,  58:  not  I  was ; 
for,  as  the  holy  word  (the  fame  that  appears  in 
the*  heart)  he  is  the  eternal  am. — Abraham  knew 
and  enjoyed  him  asfuch ,  as  the  life  and  fubftance 
of  the  new  covenant,  “  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years”  before  the  giving  of  the  outward  law. — 
This  is  the  inward  gofpel  which  Paul  learned  by 
the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Gal.  i.  1 1 — by 
God’s  revealing  his  Son  in  fiim  :  had  he  not  ft 
learned  it,  but  only  taken  it  by  report  from  others, 
though  well  authenticated,  he  might  have  preach¬ 
ed  up  Jefus  and  the  refurreSHon  in  word,  with  as 
much  zeal  as  ever  he  had  in  the  Jews  religion, 
while  he  was  fo  *c  exceedingly  zealous  of  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  his  fathers,”  v.  14,  and  yet  never  at  all 
have  preached  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  which  ever  is 
in  itfelf  (and  is  never  preached  but  in)  the  power 
of  God  to  falvation. 

I  mourn  that  the  preachers  of  our  day  (b  ge¬ 
nerally  lay  hold  of  the  hiftory  of  the  gofpel  in  the 
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letter,  out  of  the  life  and  power  of  it— zealoufly  urg- 
in»andufmgelementary  obfervanccs,  as  ordinances 
ofChrift,  tothefubvcrfionof  many  fouls  from  aclofe 
and  fingle attention  to  the  inward  word  of  life;  un¬ 
der  which,  for  a  leafon,  they  have  been  well  excrcit- 
ed.  Thus  “  the  letter  killeth,”  2  Cor.  iii.  6 .  The 
literal  preaching  of  what  is  called  the  gofpel,  being 
out  of  the  newnefs  of  life,  leading  into  and  landing 
in  the  ceremonials  of  religion,  has  Jlain  its  tens  of 
thoufands,  even  of  fuch  as  have  in  degree  begun 
in  the  Spirit,  and  run  well  for  a  leafon;  but  by 
and  by,  through  the  influence  of  this  lifelefs  mi- 
niftry,  have  turned  to  and  come  under  th tJhado<ws9 
and  there  retted  from  the  further  purfuit  of  their 
journey  in  the  Spirit,  which  they  ought  to  have  fer¬ 
vently  profecuted  in  the  open  light,  and  under 
t\\t  warmth  znA.  animating  beams  of  the  fun.  Paul 
knew  the  danger  of  thefe  things,  and  confidered 
the  attempts  of  thole  “  falfe  brethren”  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  oblervance  of  outward  ordinances,  as 
direflly  tending  to  bring  the  believers  •**  into 
bondage,”  Gal.  ii.  4,  and  would  not  give  place  to 
them,  “  by  fubje&ion”  (to  fuch  obfervances) 
“  no  not  for  an  hour,  that  the  truth  of  the  gofpel’' 
(fays  he)  “  might  continue  with  you,”  v.  5. 
By  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  he  means  its  pure  and 
genuine  fimplicity,  unfettered  with  Jigns  and  cere¬ 
monies  ;  againft  the  retention  whereof  he  was  fo  hold 
and  faithful,  that  he  declares'  he  even  witbftood 
Peter  “  to  the  face,”  at  Antioch,  v.  11,  and  re¬ 
proved  him  “  before  them  all,”  for  cqmpelling 
“the  Gentiles  to  live  as  do  the  Jews,”  14;  and  es¬ 
pecially,  feeing  he  himfelfhad,  “  before  that  cer¬ 
tain  came  from  James,”  eaten  with,  and  lived 
“  after  the  manner  of  the  Gentiles.” 
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And  then  this  great  Apoftle  pertinently  incul¬ 
cates,  that  even  the  believing  Jews  themfelves 
could  not  be  <c  juftified  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Ohrid/’  16.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  he  means,  by  the  works  of  the  law,  the  out¬ 
ward  obfervances  of  it;  for  he  is  here  exprefsly 
labouring  againft  the  continuance  o ftheje,  as  wiU 
yet  further  appear.  The  3d  chapter  begins  thus, 
(i  O  fool i fh.  Galatians,  who  hath  bewitched  you, 
that  ye  fhould  not  obey  the  truth  ?”  The  ad  and 
3d  verfcs  query,  ct  this  only  would  I  learn  of  you, 
received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?  Are  ye  fo  foolifh  ? 
Having  begun  in  the  Spirit ,  are  ye  now  made  per¬ 
fect  by  the  fielh  ?”  All  true  religion,  in  every 
age  and  nation,  ever  began  in  the  Spirit ;  and  all 
that  ever  continued  in  true  religion,  continued  in 
the  Spirit :  and  no  man  ever  enjoyed  any  more  of 
5t  than  he  enjoyed  in  the  Spirit .  None  ever  were,  or 
ever  will  be,  “  made  perfect  by  the  flefh  by  any 
thing  man,  as  man,  can  do  ;  nor  receive  the  Spirit 
by  the  works  and  obfervations  of  the  law ;  though 
many  are  adting  as  if  they  thought  they  could  not 
he  complete  in  Chrift  alone,  or  be  “  made  perfedt” 
in  and  by  his  holy  Spirit,  without  the  addition  of 
<f  weak  and  beggarly  elements.”  It  feems  the 
Galatians  were  of  the  fame  mind.  They  began  in 
the  Spirit,  but  not  being  content  to  abide  in  it, 
advance  forward  in  it,  and  depend  fipgly  upon  it, 
they  were  feeking  to  be  cc  made  perfect,”  or  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  work  of  religion,  by  ceremonial  ob- 
fcrvations.  Againft  this  departure  from  a  fingle 
reliance  on  that  holy  Spirit  which  began  the  work, 
the  Apoftle  was  zealoufly  engaged,  and  declares, 
v.  it,  <c  the  juft  fhall  live  by  faith.”  What 
faith  r  The  righteoufnefs  of  that  inward  word  of 
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faith,  which  Paul  preached nigh  in  the  heart  and 
mouth.”  For  there  never  was  nor  can  be  but  one 
thing*  through  all  time,  that  the  juft  could  or  ever 
can  live  by ;  and  that  is  this  inward  word  of  life,  the 
spiritual  del h  and  blood  of  Chriit.  c<  He  that  eat- 
eth  me,  even  he  ftiall  live  by  me,”  faith  the  blef- 
fed  Jefus,  John  vi.  57  ;  and  he  that  eateth  him 
vot  truly  and  fubftantially  (how  oft  foever  he  eats 
the  figures ,  and  how  loud  foever  he  proclaims  his 
faith)  has  “  no  life  in  him,”  53.  This  is  the  iree 
of  life ,  in  the  “  rnidft  of  the  paradife  of  God.” 
This  heals  the  nations  of  them  that  walk  in  the 
light  of  the  Lamb  ;  and  by  this,  and  this  only ,  they 
live  unto  God.  Hence  Paul  fays,  iC  I  live,  yet  not 
I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  ;  and  the  life  which  I  now 
live  in  the  flefh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
rGod,”  Gal.  ii.  ao;  that  is,  by  the  faith  of  Chrift 
living  in  him .  He  was  cc  dead  to  the  lav/,  that  he 
might  live  unto  God,”  19.  He  renounces  all 
mere  legal,  ceremonial  righteoufnefs,  and  comes 
home  to  Chrift  alive  in  his  own  foul.  He  mentions 
the  “  blefting  of  Abraham'  as  coming  <c  on  the 
Gentiles' *  only  through  <c  Jefus  Chrift”  the  life; 
and  the  receiving  of <c  the  promife  of  the  Spirit,” 
only  “  through  faith,”  chap.  iii.  14.  This  is  ex¬ 
perimental  religion,  ^//(landing  in  that  faith  which 
is  f(  of  the  operation  of  God”  in  the  fou),  Col.  ii. 
1  a,  and  which  is  the  very  life  and  Cf  fubftance  of 
things  hoped  for,”  and  therefore,  and  therefore 
only,  itisalfothc  fure  and  certain  <c  evidence  of 
things  not  feen.”  See  Heb.  xi.  i.  Manv  drive 
hard  to  believe ,  and  think  they  do  believe  ;  but 
no  mere  opinion,  or  fimple  credence,  is  the 
faith  of  the  gofpel.  No  other  faith  than  that 
which  is  in  its  own  nature  the  very  “  fubftance  of 
the  things  hoped  for,”  can  be  a  fure  and  unfoaken 
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evidence  of  the  eternal  inheritance,  the  things 
not  yet  feen.  ° 

“To  Abraham  and  his  feed  were  thepromifes 
made.  He  faith  not,  and  to  feeds,  as  of  many  ; 
but  as  of  one,  and  to  thy  feed,  which  is  Chrifl . 
And  this  I  fay,  that  the  covenant  that  was  confirm¬ 
ed  before  of  God  in  Chrifl ,  the  law,  which  was 
four  hundred  and  thirty  years  aftcr>  cannot  difan- 
nul,  that  it  fhould  make  the  promife  of  none 
effedt,”  Gal.  iii.  1 6,  17.  (e  And  if  ye  be  Chrift’s, 
then  are  ye  Abraham’s  feed,  and  heirs  according 
to  the  promife,”  29.  Obferve,  reader,  the  cove¬ 
nant  is  confirmed  only  in  Chrifl ,  the  life ,  the  word  in 
the  hearty  the  inward  “  hope  of  glory.”  The  pro¬ 
mife  is  to  all  that  are  Chrifl' sy  and  to  them  only. 
God  promifed  that  in  Abraham,  and  in  his  feed, 
Cbrtfly  all  nations  fhould  be  blefied.  This  “  pro-  * 
mife  is  fare  to  all  the  feed  f  fee  Rom.  iv.  16;  to 
all  that  are  Cf  born  again  of  God,”  begotten  into 
Jonfhip  zndjoint  heirfhip  with  Chrifl ,  by  this  <c  in¬ 
corruptible  feedy  and  word  of  God,”  in  the  heart. 
This  alone  is  the  true  faith ,  wherein  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  it  c<  are  bleffed  with  faithful  Abraham,” 
GaL  iii.  9.  It  runs  not  in  the  outward  blood, 
nor  in  the  line  of  faith  merely  profefiional.  It 
was  never  obtained  by  the  obfervance  of  rituals; 
nor  is  it  known  but  by  a  real  baptifm  into  death 
with  Chrifl:,  and  arifing  with  him  in  the  newnefs  of 
life.  cc  For  if  there  had  been  a  law  given,  which 
could  have  given  lifey  verily  righteoufnefs  fhould 
have  been  by  the  law,”  v.  21.  But  as  nothing 
can  give  divine  life  to  the  foul,  but  that  which 
brings  it  into  the  life  of  the  Sony  or  theftateof  real 
fonfhipy  by  the  union  of  the  foul  with  the  life  of  the 
holy  word ,  and  as  all  thus  begotten  and  born  of 
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God,  feel  th'eir  dependence  to  be  wholly  on  God 
their  Father  ;  their  looking  is  wholly  unto  him 
for  aid  and  protection.  Hence  this  great  Apoftle, 
chap.  iv.  v.  6,  of  this  epiftle,  declares,  “  becaufe 
ye  are  fons,  God  hath  fenc  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son 
into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father.”  Here 
is  the  alone  true  life  of  faith  in  the  foul.  Here  is 
divine  reliance  upon  the  Father.  It  is  in  the  ftate 
of  real  JonJhip,  the  Emanuel  ftate,  where  God  and 
man  unite  in  the  heavenly  fellowfhip,  and  fubftan- 
tial  relationship.  This  is  beyond  all  figurative 
observations.  "  The  law  made  nothing  perfeCV,” 
but  t!  was  added  becaufe  of  tranfgreflions.” — But 
for  bow  long  ?  “  till  the  feed  fhould  come,  to 
whom  the  promife  *was  made,”  chap.  iii.  in. 
But  if  the  law  was  added,  becaufe  of  tranfgrefiions , 
till  the  feed  came,  and  John,  the  forerunner,  to 
prepare  his  way,  declares  the  axe  muft  be  laid  to 
the  root  of  the  corrupt  trees,  till  they  are  all  “  hewn 
down,  and  caft  into  the  fire,"  and  that  the  chaff 
muft  be  burned  up,  and  the  floor  thoroughly  clean  fed 
how  idle  is  it,  for  any  to  think  of  Salvation  by 
Chrift,  and  that  they  are  not  under  the  law,  but 
under  grace,  becaufe  they  affent  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
gofpel,  and fay  they  believe  in  Jefus,  whilft  living 
a  life  of  fin,  and  continuing  in  tranfgrefiion,  the  very 
thing  for  which  “the  law  was  added,”  and  which 
the  life,  ftrength  and  authority  of  the  moral  pre¬ 
cepts  of  it  were  and  will  be  over,  and  therefore  over 
men,  fo  far  as  in  tranfgreffion,  and  fenfible  of  it  j 
and  fo  far  they  are  and  ever  will  be  under  the  law, 
and  not  under  the  dominion  and  government  of 
grace.  For  gra cefavetb ;  and  juft  fo  far  as  we  are 
under  it,  we  are  Saved  from  fin  ;  andfo  far  as  we 
are  not  Saved  from  fin,  we  are  not  under  «race. 
Chrift  never  faves  a  foul  in  fin.  Indeed,  in  the 
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complete  fenfeof  the  word  falvation,  he  cannot* 
Ir  is  a  contradi6tion  in  itfelf.  It  would  be  favedi 
and  noth aved.  For  falvation  is  from  fin .  There¬ 
fore  it  is  faid,  €<  thou  fhalc  call  his  name  Jefus” 
(thatis  a  Taviour)  “  for  he  fhall  fa ve  his  people 
from  their  fins/'  Mat.  i.  21.  The  whole  fcope  of 
the  gofpel  is  falvation  from  ftn>  and  a  new  life  in  ho - 
linefsy  really  arid  inherently  fo  ;  not  merely  impu- 
tatively.  Mere  imputation  of  ChrilVs  righteouf- 
nefs,  without  the  implantation  of  it,  is  a  dangerous 
doctrine,  indeed  a  real  impoflibility.  Chrift  re¬ 
deems  from  xhe  fhadows  the  laW)  by  bringing 
and  uniting  the  foul  to  the  fubjlance  ;  and  that 
may  be  the  main  reafon  why  fo  few  profefled  Chrif- 
tians  are  yet  redeemed  from  them  ;  for  none  are 
any  further  truly  redeemed,  even  from  th <zfhadows> 
than  they  are  fo  by  the  life  and  poffefiion  of  the 
fubjlance .  For  as  <f  circumcifion  rs  nothing/'  fo 
fimple  cc  uncircumcifion  is  nothing."  But  the 
living  faiths  the  new  creature y  the  fubjlance^  is  all  in 
all.  Many  think  much  of  themfelves,  beeaufe 
they  are  baptized  in  water,  partake  of  the  bread  and 
wine,  &c.  And  many  think  much  of  themfelves 
beeaufe  they  avoid  them,  and  fuppofe  they  fee  be¬ 
yond  them.  But  if  even  the  latter  is  only  afpecu- 
Jative  or  merely  rational  convincement,  it  is  no¬ 
thing:  it  is  not  the  true  and  living  redemption  of 
Chrift  <c  from  the  rudiments  of  the  world  /’  for  that 
never  advances  further  or  fafter  in  any  foul,  than 
the  foul  advances  in  the  knowledge  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  iubftance.  It  is  Chrift  hhnfetf  the 
feed)  the  life>  thtfubjlance,  thatis  the  end  of  the  law. 
And  fo,  as  none  are  truly  redeemed  from  the  Jha- 
dows  of  it,  but  by  and  tn  the  Iubftance;  fo  none 
are  redeemed  from  the  curfe  of  it,  the  penalty  due 

for  the  tranfgrejjions  of  its  moral  precepts,  until)  nor 
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a  whit  further  than,  they  know  Chrijl ,  the  feed ,  the 
fubftance,  to  finifh  fin ,  and  make  an  end  of  tranfi- 
grefiion  in  them  individually.  For  this  is  the  on¬ 
ly  real  deftru&ion  of  the  works  of  the  devil,  that 
Chrift  ever  makes ;  and  confccjuently,  all  the  re¬ 
demption  from  the  curfe,  or  penalty  of  the  law,  that 
men  ever  really  do  know — fave  the  forgiventfs 
and  remiffion  of  fins  already  committed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift  lelus.  So  far ,  there¬ 
fore,  as  we  fin  againft  God,  we  are  not  under  grace , 
but  at  belt  under  the  law.  Nor  fhall  ever  “one 
jot,  or  one  tittle,  pafs  from  the  law,  till  all  be  ful¬ 
filled.  It  any  ioui  is  noc  under  the  curfe  of  it,  but 
under  grace,  it  is  becaufe  Chrift,  the  feed ',  redeems 
and  preferves  him  from  the  ftate  of  tranfgrejfion, ,  on 
account  of  which  it  was  added.  And  yet  falvation 
is  in  no  wife  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  but  by  Chrift, 
who  redeems,  and  liveth  in  us,  and  is  our  life, 
above  and  beyond  the  law.  “Is  ihe  law ,  then, 
againft  the  promifes  of  God  ?  God  forbid,”  fays 
the  Apofhe,  Gal.  iii,  21.  “But  before  faith 
came,  we  were  kept  under  the  law,  Ihut  up  unto 
the  faith  which  fhouid  afterwards  be  revealed,"  27, 
Before  the  word  of  faith  is  revealed  in  the  heart ,  be¬ 
fore  the  Son  of  God  is  revealed  in  men,  as  God  re¬ 
vealed  him  in  Paul,  the  law  ferves  as  a  fchool-maf- 
ter  ■,  hence  theApoftle’s  very  next  words,  verfe  24 
are,  “  wherefore  the  law  was  our  fchool-mafter,  to 
bring  us  unto  Chrift,  that  we  might  be  juftified*  by 
faith.”  Faith  being  the  fubftance,  as  before  fhewn 
“of  things  hoped  forj”  and  being  “  0fthe  opera¬ 
tion  of  God”  in  man,  the  vjord nigh  in  the  heart 
which  is  the  word  of  faith  the  Apoftles  preached'- 
when  this  was  livingl.y  known,  in  dotninionoveraH 
tn  the  foul,  the  ufe  of  the jchool-mafier  was  fuperced- 
ed  ;  and  this  is  the  fubftantial  experience  of  fuch  as 
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are  rijen  with  Chrift,  above  the  rudiments  of  the  worlds 
and  the  law  of  carnal  commandments,  in  every 
age  of  the  world.  So  the  Apoftle’s  next  words  are, 
v.  25,  &c.  “  but  after  that  faith  is  come,  we 
are  no  longer  under  a  fchool-mafter.  For  ye  are 
all  the  children  of  God,  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
For  as  many  of  you  "as  have  been  baptized  into  Chrift, 
have  put  on  Chrift. ”  Here  the  law  is  fulfilled,  in 
putting  c{  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift/’— c<  the  whole 
armour  of  light  /’  calling  (C  off  the  works  of  dark- 
nefs,,>  and  making  cc  no  provifion  for  the  flefh, 
to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof,”  according  to  Rom.  xiii. 
12,  14.  Well  may  this  fupercede  the  law ,  feeing 
this  baptifrn  into  Chrift,  this  putting  him  on,  as  the 
whole  armour  of  light,  fo  effectually  redeems  from 
the  works  of  darkncfs,  and  the  lufts  of  the fiefh  ;  agree¬ 
ably  alfo  to  Eph.  vi,  11,  “put  on  the  whole  ar¬ 
mour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  ftand  againft 
the  wiles  of  the  devil. ” 

Some  wiU  underftand  this  baptifrn  into  Chrift,  to 
mean  outward  baptifrn.  The  author  of  the  afore- 
faid  “plain  account”  quotes  Biftiop  Burnet,  de- 
jfcribing  the  primitive  baptifrn  in  water ,  and  faying, 
“  from  whence  came  the  phrafes  of  being  baptiz¬ 
ed  into  Ch rift's  death  ;  of  being  buried  with  him  by 
baptifrn  into  death  ;  of  our  being  rijen  with  Chrift ; 
and  of  our  putting  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  of  put - 
ting  off  the  old  man ,  and  putting  on  the  new?”  page  30. 
Thus  men,  by  attachment  to  rituals ,  are  liable  to 
have  their  minds  vailed ,  from  beholding  the  ob- 
vioufly  inward  and  fpiritual  meaning  of  fcripture, 
or  at  leafl  turned  to  feek  or  fuppote  an  outward 
fignification,  where  none  fee  ms  neceffary  or  intend¬ 
ed,  but  that  which  centers  in  the  life  and  fubftance. 
Baptifrn  into  Chrift,  is  into  the  name,  the  power 
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and  influence  of  the  Divinity,  according  to  the  com¬ 
ini  flion.  It  is  not  true,  that  all  who  are  baptized 
in  watery  cc  have  put  on  Chrift  d  but  only  fuch  as 
are  aftually  baptized  into  thrift  himfelf,  the  divine 
eternal  fubftance  ;  and  therefore  the  Apoftle  limits 
it  to  Juch  only,  by  the  words,  <l  as  many  of  us. 
Thofe  who  hold  water  baptifm  an  eflential,  or  as 
that  which  fives,  or  is  the  one  baptifm,  1  lup- 
pofe,  hold  that  all  the  believers  received  it:  but 
Paul  fpeaks  here  of  only  as  many  as  were  abfolutely 
baptized  into  Cbrifly  not  into  watery  verbally  in  his 
name,  but  into  him,  fo  as  to  put  him  on ,  by  putting 
on  his  nature,  life  and  difpofition  ;  love,  meek- 
nefs,  temperance,  and  all  thofe  virtues  predomi¬ 
nant  in  fuch  in  whom  Olives  and  reigns,  andagainft 
whom  there  is  therefore  no  law:  for  it  is  by  thus  put- 
tingon  Chrift,  and  living  in  him ,  and  he  in  us  yOm  life, 
and  hope  of  glory,  in  that  wherein  there  is  no  tranf- 
grejjion ,  that  we  are  redeemed  from  the  bondage, 
penalty  and  rudiments  of  the  law,  into  <c  the  glo¬ 
rious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.”  This  is  the  one 
gofpel  baptifm.  It  is  ftriiftly  into  Chrift ,  into  the 
name,  the  Javing  name  of  the  Lord,  the  ftrongtower  of 
falvation  and  Jafety,  the  name  that  is  as  ointment  pour- 
id  forth  ;  the  faving  healing  influences  whereof 
make  all  the  fineere  virgins  love  him.  The  fame 
baptifm,  with  the  fame  word  into ,  feveral  times  re¬ 
peated,  the  Apoftle  again  mentions  Rom.  vi.  3,4. 
<c  So  many  of  us,”  and  he  might  have  faid  only  fo 
many,  and  doubtlefs  meant  fo,  <c  as  were  baptized 
into  Jefus  Chrift,  were  baptized  into  his  death . 
Therefore  we  are  hurled  with  him  by  baptifm  into 
death  ”  Now  fee  the  fruits  of  it,  which  cannot 
refult  from  baptifm  into  water;  cc  that  like  as  Chrift 
was  railed  up  from  the  dead,  by  the  glory  of  the 
Father,  even  fo  we  ftfo  fhould  walk  in  newnefs  of 


(  *56  ) 

life”  and,  verfe  5,  “  for  if  we  have  been  planted 
together  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death”  (that  is,  into  a 
real  death  to  all  fin,  for  his  baptifm  thoroughly 
cleanfes  the  floor  of  the  heart)  “  we  (hall  be  alio  in 
the  likenefs  of  his  refurreSiion”  This  is  what  the 
Apoflie  means  by  walking  in  newnefs  of  life ;  as  is 
plain  by  the  connexion,  “for  if,”  &c.  Can  any 
thing  be  plainer,  than  that  this  is  all  an  inward  and 
fpiritual  work  ;  an  adtual  baptifm  into  real  death 
unto  fin,  and  arifing  into  life  with  Chrift  (that  then 
liveth  in  us )  in  his  inward  reforreftion  and  glory  in 
the  foul  ?  And  hence,  the  baptifm  that  now  faves  us, 
not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the  outward  flefli, 
but  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confluence  towards  God, 
33  rightly,  and  ever  with  divine  propriety,  (aid  to 
be  “  by  the  refurredtion  of  Jefus  Chrift/*  And 
now,  to  evince  that  this  is  all  inward,  and  that  this 
of  being  “  planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  his 
death,”  in  baptifm,  is  not  being  dipped  intowatw , 
but  into  a  real  death  to  fin  ;  let  us  obferve  well,  that 
the  Apoftle  declares  pofitively,  without  any  excep¬ 
tion,  that  if  we  have  been  fo  planted  “  into  the 
likenefs  of  his  death,  w  t  Jhaltbe  alfo  in  the  likenefs 
of  his  refurredtion,”  which  certainly  is  not  true  of 
all  that  are  baptized  in  water ,  though  they  may  call 

that  “  the  likenefs  of  his  death/'  For  many  have 

/ 

been  fo  baptized,  who  have  had  no  experience  of 
this  likenefs  of  his  refurreflion,  this  walking  in 
newnefs  of  life .  Simon  the  forcerer  both  believed 
(fee  how  little  a  mere  lifelefs  believing  amounts  to) 
and  was  fo  baptized  \  and  yet  he  was  in  the  gall  of 
bitternefs  and  bond  of  iniquity;  having  neither 
part  nor  lot  in  the  true  Chriflian  baptifm,  Afts 
viii.  13,  21,  23:  which  (hews  plainly,  that  our 
bleflfed  Saviour's  words  in  the  commiffion,  Mark 
xyi.  16,  he  that  believeih  and  is  baptized  fhall  be 

~  .  fayed/* 
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fayed,”  relate  wholly  to  that  faith  which  is  the  fub- 
ftance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  to  that  baptifm 
which  is  truly  into  the  likenefs  of  Chrift’s  death, 
into  death  unto  fin,  and  a  new  life  unto  holi- 
nefs,  by  the  refurreftion  and  the  life  of  Chrifl  in 
us,  the  hope  of  glory.  And  as  this  in  Mark,  is  the 
fame  commiffion  with  that  in  Matthew,  it  further 
confirms  that  the  baptifm  mentioned  in  both  is 
that  which  is Javing>  and  could  not  be  that  of  wa¬ 
ter  ;  fince  the  promife  is  to  him  that  ielieveth,  and 
is  baptized  with  it,  that  he  lcJhall  be  fayed.”  This 
promife  is  Jure,  for  this  baptifm  is  into  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  the  Jlrong  tower,  in  which  the  righteous 
abiding,  ever  find  Jafety,  defence  and  prefervation: 
while  a  bare  dipping  in  water,  profeffionally  in  the 
name,  preferves  none  from  evil. 

But  further,  that  Paul  meant  as  above  explained, 
by  this  planting*  deaths  burial  and  refurreffiony  his 
very  next  words  declare ,  v.  6,  fc  knowing  this,  that 
our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him,  that  the  body  of 
fin  might  be  deftroyed,  that  henceforth  we  fhould 
not  ferve  fin.”  This  is  the  death  produced  by  the 
fiery  baptifm  of  Jefus,  the  crucifixion  of  our  old  cor - 
ruptmany  the  deftrudtion  of  the  body  of  fin  in  us. 
And  is  it  not  ftrange,  that  any  real  Chriftian  fhould 
not  underfland  this,  feeing  it  is  the  very  thing 
which  John  the  Baptift  (in  direft  contradiftinc- 
tion  to  the  baptifm  of  water)  declares  of  Cbrifiys% 
by  the  mention  of  the  axey  fany  and  firey  and  the 
work  effected  by  them,  amounting  to  abfolute  pu¬ 
rification  ?  May  thefe  things  be  well  laid  to  heart, 
by  all  who  hope  to  be  faved  by  a  fimple  though 
hearty  and  fincere  belief  of  facts,  and  immerfion  in 
outward  water ;  for  this  is  not  the  faith  and  the 
baptifm  to  which  the  promife  of  falvation  holds 
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good  forever.  And  for  any  to  ufe  water,  as  vofpel 
baptijm ,  and  not  confider  i t/aving,  is  to  run  counter 
to  the  defign  and  exprefs  declaration  of  fcrioture  in 
regard  to  the  baptifm  of  Jel'us.  P 

The  fourth  chapter  to  the  Galatians  begins  af- 
ferting,  Cl  that  the  heir,  as  long  as  he  is  a  child, 
duFercch  nothing  from  a  fervant,  though  he  be  lord 
Vl  ail ;  but  is  under  tutors  and  governors  until  the 
time  appointed  of  the  father.  Even  lo  we,  when 
vve  were  cnildren,  were  in  bondage  under  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  world,”  v.  i,  2,  3.  Here  vve  fee  the 
Son  himlelf  lubmittea  to  the  elements ,  the  figns  and 
ceremonial  S',  unto  which  al(o  the  children  were  in 
bondagei orafcafoni  and  to  prevent  their  continuance 
under  which,  the  Apoftle  was  now  zealoufly  endeav¬ 
ouring,  havingfeeft  clearly  beyond  them  bimfelf,  and 
been  a  living  witnefs  of  their  abolition.  By  the  next 
verfes,itisclear,  thatChrift’s  fubmittingtothefeele- 
mentary  things,  and  being  made  under  the  law,  was 
fo  far  from  perpetuating  outward,  elementary  bap¬ 
tifm,  or  any  other  rituals,  that  it  was  purpofely 
to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law.”  Why 
then  fhould  we,  who  never  were  under  that  law  of 
carnal  ordinances,  nor  yet  under  the  difpenfation 
of  John’s  baptifm  (which  was  for  Chrift’s  mani- 
feflation  to  IJrael)  unlefs  by  our  own  voluntary 
adt,  defire  to  come  into  bondage  to  thefe  things, 
called  here  by  Paul  the  elements  of  the  world  ?” 
Xhofe  outward  things  were  abundantly  proved 
weak  and  infuffieient,  or  the  law  under  which  they 
were  enforced  had  remained  to  enforce  them  ftill. 
All  figurative  immerfions,  fprinklings,  eatings 
and  drinkings,  are  altogether  as  weak,  infuffieient 
and -unavailing,  now,  as  ever  they  were  ;  and  it  is 
an  evidence  of  human  weaknefs  to  continue  in,  and 
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defire  to  be  in  bondage  to  them  ;  as  much  fo,  as  was 
the  attachment  of  the  Galatians  to  circumcif.on ,  &c. 
Paul,  thoroughly  convinced  of  this  weaknefs  of  all 
mere  figns  and  fymbolical  obfervations,  therefore 
pertinently,  and  as  it  were  with  amazement,  que¬ 
ries,  v.  9,  “  how  turn  ye  again  to  the  weak  and 
beggarly  elements ,  whereunto  ye  defire  again  to  be 
in  bondage  ?”  10,  “  Ye  obferve  days,  and  months, 
and  times,  and  years.”  11,  <c  I  am  afraid  of  you, 
left  I  have  beftowed  upon  you  labour  in  vain.” 
And  how  many  days  and  times  are  now  appointed \ 
and  rigidly  obferved ,  even  in  our  days  ?  Set  times 
aad  feafons,  in  man’s  will  and  wifdom,  for  fafting, 
prayers,  thankfgivings,  eating  bread,  and  drink¬ 
ing  wine,  &c.  And  how  much  further  a  pun&ual 
conformity  and  obfervance,  in  thefe  things,  often 
goes  towards  conciliating  the  favour  of  men,  and 
even  of  Princes,  than  purity  of  life,  integrity  of 
conduit,  and  humanity  towards  all  ranks  of 
mankind,  deferves  ferious  confideration.  And 
is  it  at  all  ftrange,  that  Paul,  obferving  how 
great  weight  thefe  weak  things  were  obtain¬ 
ing,  even  among  fuch  as  had  really  C£  known 
God,”  v.  9  (and  who  therefore  had  received  that 
which  was  all-fufficient  in  itfelf,  if  lived  iny  and 
relied  ftngly  on,  for  falvation,  and  eternal  life, 
without  any  elementary  observations  whatever)  was 
really  alarmed,  and  afraid  left  his  labours  to  ef- 
tabliih  them  in  the  purity  and  truth  of  the  gof- 
pel  ifhould  prove  in  vain  ?  efpecially  when  thofe 
who  had  lately  almoft  adored  him,  were  fo  Jeon 
and  fo  far  infedted  with  this  zeal  for  ceremonials, 
as  to  give  grounds  for  his  query,  v.  16,  “  am  I 
become  your  enemy,  becaufe  I  tell  you  the  truth  ?” 
Is  it  ftrange,  that  he  calls  the  retrograde  motion  of 
fuch  as  had  44  known  God”  for  thcmfelves,  from 

that 
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that  inward  knowledge ,  to  outward  rites ,  turning 
again  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements  In  the 
next  verfe,  17,  fpeaking  of  thofe  who  ftrove  to 
bring  them  into  this  bondage  to  the  elements,  he 
fays,  “  they  zealoufiy  affedt  you,  but  not  well ; 
yea,  they  would  exclude  you,  that  ye  might  affedt 
them/*  They  were  very  zealous  in  their  attempts 
to  embondage  them  to  the  elements ,  as  too  many 
now  are>  but  this  zeal  was  not  well,  but  very  ill; 
for  they  went  fo  far,  it  feems,  as  to  attempt  or 
defire  to  exclude  fuch  as  were  backward  to  conform, 
and  come  into  this  bondage ,  that  by  this  exclujion 
they  might  be  driven  or  prevailed  on  to  affeft  them, 
or  their  dodlrines  and  notions.  This  their  zeal 
and  labour  was  quite  different  from  Paul's.  He 
was  for  the  life  ;  they,  the  letter.  He  for  the fub- 
ftance \  they,  th efymbols.  Do  but  hear  him,  v. 
*9,  <c  my  little  children,  of  whom  I  travail  in 
birth  again,  until  Chrift  be  formed  in  you.”  He 
knew  the  “  letter  killeth,”  and  that  zeal  in  the 
Jign  often  obltrudts  the  growth  and  formation  of 
Cbrijl ,  the fubftance ,  in  the  foul :  fo  he  travails  as 
it  were  in  birth  again  for  their  advancement  and 
perfedtion  in  the  latter.  It  would  feem,  by  their 
being  truly  his  <c  little  children,”  and  by  his  now 
travailing  in  birth  again ,  that  is,  for  the  more 
complete  growth  and  full  formation  of  Chrift  in 
them,  that  they  had  been  already  in  degree  truly 
begotten  and  born  of  God  :  and  that  the  ApofLie, 
in  the  labour  he  had  before  bellowed  upon  them, 
had  already  once  travailed,  as  in  birth  for  and  with 
them  j  but  that  they,  inftead  of  rightly  advancing 
in  the  travail,  growth  and  full  formation  of  Chrift 
in  themfelves,  unto  the  date  of  perfedl  men  in 
him,  il  to  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  ful~ 
nefs  of  Chrift /’  had  been  obstructed  and  diverted 

therefrom. 
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therefrom,  by  turning  to  the  weak  and  beggarly 
elements  and  that  therefore  fueh  was  the  Apof- 
tie’s  good  will  to  them,  he  was  now  again  engaged 
in  travail  for  their  attainment  of  whac  was  lacking 
in  them  5  the  complete  formation  and  growth  of 
Chrift,  whofe growth  and  increafe  of  flat ure  i nmdk 
is  gradual  and  progreffive;  as  was  the  cafe  in  that 
prepared  body*  wherein  he  grew,  and  "increafed 
in  wifdom  arid  ftature,  and  in  favour  with  God 
and  man,”  Luke  ii.  52.  And,  to  win  them  whol¬ 
ly  to  Cbrijl ,  and  wean  them  from  beggarly  elements , 
Paul  reafons  with  them  in  the  following  vcrfes, 
from  Abraham’s  two  ions,  "  the  one  by  a  bond¬ 
maid  (representing  this  elementary  bondage)  the 
other  by  a  free  woman,  Gal.  iv.  22:  the  firlt  "  was 
born  after  the  flefb,”  the  laft,  "  by  promife,”  23  : 
"which  things”  (faith  he)  "are  an  allegory -y  for 
thefe  are  the  two  covenants  ,  the  one  from  the 
Mount  Sinai,  which  gendererh  to  bondage ,  which 
is  Agar,”  24.  "  For  this  Agar  is  Mount  Sinai,  in 

Arabia,  and  anfwereth  to  Jerufalem,  which  now  is, 
and  is  in  bondage  with  her  children,”  25.  "  Buc 

Jerufalem,  which  is  above,  is  free,  which  is  the 
mother  of  us  all,”  26.  And  the  few  following 
verfes  declare  believers  to  be,  with  Ifaac,  "chil¬ 
dren  of  the  promife that  the  children  of  the  flefh 
perfccute  thefe  y  as  Ijhmael  did  Ifaac ;  that  the  Jon  of 
the  bond-woman  was  caft  out ,  "for  the  fon  of  the 
bond-woman  fhall  nor  be  heir  with  the  fon  of  the 
free.”  And  immediately  upon  thefe  words  thechap- 
ter concludes,  "fothen,  brethren,  we  ar znot  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  bond- woman,  buc  of  the  free.”  And 
the  next  very  pertinently  begins,  "  (land  faft,  there- 
fore,- in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us 
tree  .5  and  be  not  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of 
bondage,”  Then  inftancing  one  particular  rite, 

y  A  he.  ' 
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he  declares,  “  if  ye  be  circumcifed,  Chrift  frail 
profit  you  nothing that  fuch  as  are  fo,  are  debtors 
to  do  the  ■ whole  law  ;  that  Chrift  is  become  of  no  ef~ 
fetl  to  thole  who  feek  to  be  “  juftified  by  the  law' 

and  pofitively  aflerts  of  them,  “  ye  are  fallen  from 
grace/ 

\ 

i 

Little  do  the  zealous  advocates  for  outward 
ordinances  think  how  their  attachment  thereto 
hinders  their  real  juftification,  by  the  true  and  liy- 
ing  faith  &nd  grace  of  the  gofpel,  even  amidft  all 
their  talk  of  juftification,  by  faith  in  Chrift  alone. 
Perhaps  they  never  confidcr  that  thefc  foolifh  Ga¬ 
latians ,  with  all  their  defires  of  bondage  to  the  beg¬ 
garly  elements,  might  be  as  loud  in  profefiionof 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  in  their  claim  to  juftification 
by  his  blood,  as  any  now  are.  I  defire  to  know 
(if  it  is  fo)  why  it  is  more  impoftible  for  a  man 
circumcifed  to  be  profited  by  Chrift ,  or  why  he  is 
any  more  fallen  from  grace ,  than  a  man  baptized  in 
water.  1  cannot  perceive  that  either  circumcifion 
or  baptifm  prevents  profit  by  Chrift,  any  further 
than  the  mind  is  thereby  turned  from  him,  and  from 
a  fingle  reliance  upon  the  work  of  his  grace  in  the 
heart  for  falvation-,  nor  that  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  or  any  other  outward  performance,  will  ever 
fail  to  prevent  it,  fo  far  as  the  mind  is  thereby 
turned  awav  from  an  inward  attention  unto  and 
firm  dependence  upon  him  who  remains  to  be  the 
refurredtion  and  the  life,  in  all  true  believers,  the 
word  nigh  in  the  heart  and  mouth,  forcounfel,  di¬ 
rection  and  falvation.  In  fo  far  as  any  ceremonial 
divertsthe  mindof  one  that  has  truly  “known  God’ 
in  himfelf,  from  attention. to  his  inward  appearance 
and  work  in  the  heart,  fuch  an  one  is  fo  far  fal¬ 
len  from  grace,"  and  no  further,  than  he  is  fo  divert¬ 
ed.’ 


(  ^3  ) 

ed.  And  I  can  fee  nothing  in  circumcifton  a  whit 
more  likely  fo  to  divert  him,  than  in  water  baptijm. 
One ,  as  far  as  I  can  conceive,  is  juft  as  likely  to 
keep  him  from  Chrift ,  as  the  other.  This  may  feem 
ftrange  to  many.  But  I  think  they  can  give  no 
found  reafon  why  one  fhould  be  fo  hurtful,  and  the 
other  fo  harmlefs,  as  they  may  imagine.  Diftinc- 
tions,  however  ill  founded,  when  long  fettled  in 
idea,  feem  real ;  but  examined  to  the  bottom,  are 
found  to  have  no  exiftence  but  in  (peculation. 
And  believing  many  diftin&ions  of  long  Handing 
among  Chriftian  profelTors  are  of  this  kind,  I  think 
l  can  truly  fay,  I  travail  in  /pint,  ifnot  in  birth,  for 
them,  that  they  may  digdeep  for  the  foundation,  and 
build  on  the  Aire  rock  of  ages.  Then  their  build¬ 
ings  will  not  fall,  but  ftand  all  winds  and  weathers. 
It  is  much  better  patiently,  with  Paul  (v.  5) 
“  through  the  Spirit,  to  wait  for  the  hope  of  right- 
eoufnefs  by  faith,”  than  haftily  to  rulh  into  bondage, 
v"  7*  “  did  run  well  ;  who  did  hinder  you, 

that  ye  fhould  not  obey  the  truth  ?”8.  ‘‘This 
perfuafion  cometh  not  of  him  that  calleth  you,”  9. 
“  A  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump.”  This 
I  firmly  believe  is  juft  the  cafe  with  many,  whom 
the  Lord  in  thefc  days  calls,  by  his  holy  Spirit 
working  in  them.  They  give  up  to  the  call  ;  be¬ 
gin,  like  the  Galatians,  in  the  Spirit ;  run  well  for 
afeafon.  By  and  by,  in  fteps  the  adverfary  of 
fouls,  or,  by  the  art  and  addrefs  of  fome  high  in 
efteem  with  them,  they  are  abfolutelv  hindered 
from  obeying  the  truth,  in  keeping  fingly  to  the 
Spirit  they  began  tn  ■,  and  by  a  perjuajion  that 
cometh  not  from  him  that  called  and  (till  calleth  them 
to  perfevere  on  in  the  Spirit,  they  are  diverted  to 
the  elements,  take  up  a  falfe  reft  in  the Jhadows ,  and 
gradually,  perhaps  almoft  imperceptibly  to  them- 
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felves,  depart  from  Cbrtfl,  the  inward  life\  and 
fall  away  from  the  lively  influences  of  grace  in 
their  own  fouls,  till  the  whole  lump  is  leavened 
with  the  leaven  of  the  Pharifees  ,  a  fruitlefs,  lifelefs 
seal  in  rituals,  a  round  of  creaturely  devotions 
and  performances ;  drawing  near  the  Lord  with 
the  mouth ,  and  feeming  to  honour  him  with  the  lip3 
whilft  the  heart  is  far  from  him.  In  order  tp  pre¬ 
vent  which,  I  think  Paul’s  dire&ion,  v.  25,  very 
pertinent  and  proper  :  “  if  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let 
us  alfo  walk  in  the  Spirit.”  And  Jo  walking,  I  am 
perfuaded  lifelefs  forms  will  be  forfaken,  beggarly 
elements  abandoned,  old  things  done  away,  all 
things  become  new,  all  things  of  God ,  i nfpirit  and 
in  truth,  in  the  newnefs  of  divine  life ;  for  1  can 
never  believe,  that  the  Spirit  pot  only  lived  in, 
(as  to  what  pafleth  in  the  fecret  of  the  foul) 
but  alfo  diligently  and  ftriftly  walked  in  (as 
to  all  our  outward  religious  or  devotional  exer- 
cifes)  will  fail  to  lead  out  of,  or  preferve  from, 
every  undue  attachment  to  figns  and  ceremonials, 
or  any  thing  that  genders  to  bondage . 

Now,  notwithftanding  the  length  of  thefe  quo¬ 
tations  from,  the  epiftle  to  the  endangered  Gala- 
tians,  and  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  I  am  nor 
cafy  to  omit  feveral  paflages  to  the  Coloflians  $ 
the  epiftle  to  them  alfo  being  pointedly  againft 
JubjeSlion  to  ordinances . 

*  /  ,  1  '  V 

Paul  was  fervent  in  Jpirit,  in  prayers  and  ds- 
fires  for  them,  that  they  might  be  cc  fruitful  in 
every  good  work  increajing  in  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  his 
will*  in  all  wifdom,  and  fpiritml  undemanding,” 
chap.  i.  9,  10  :  but  was  Jfo  far  from  pointing  out 
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water  hapiifm,  or  any  other  mere  ceremonial,  as  pro¬ 
motive  of  this  happy  experience,  as  pertaining  to 
fruitfulnefs  in  every  good  work,  or  as  being  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  word  every  in  this  fentence,  or  at  all 
belonging  to  thole  purely  Jpiritual  things,  where¬ 
in  he  wiflied  them  an  increafed  undemanding; 
that  he  plainly  points  out  the  fulnejs  and  fufficien- 
cy  of  Chrifl,  without  them  ;  and  warns  the  Colof- 
fians  of  their  danger  of  being  beguiled  with  enticing 
words  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel.  In  lead- 
in  on,  and  preparing  their  minds  for  a  fingle  de¬ 
pendence  on  Chrift  alone,  the  living  Jubfiancc,  and 
for  the  reje&ion  of  all  that  is  not  Chrift,  nor  in  nor 
of  his  life  in  religion,  he  tells  them  it  is  be,  v„ 
14,  Cf  in  whom  we  have  redemption that 
be  is,  v.  15,  *c  the  image  of  the  invifible  God ■ 
yea,  “  the  firft  born  ofevery  creature/*  16,  That 
by  him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  hea¬ 
ven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  viftble  and  invifible.” 
17,  *cAnd  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
things  confift.**  18,  That  cc  be  is  the  head 
pf  the  body,  the  church  that  he  is  c<  the  be¬ 
ginning,  the  firft  born  from  the  dead  ;  that  in  all 
things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence.**  And, 
19,  chat  it  pleated  the  Father,  that  in  him 
fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell/’  This  was  a  good  founda¬ 
tion  ;  for  having  him  a&ually  living  in  us,  in  whom 
all  fulnefs  dwells,  and  he  being  truly  our  life,  we 
need  no  addition  of  ceremonials.  Therefore  the1 
Apoftle,  drawing  on,  v.  23,  towards  the  fub- 
ftance,  which  he  wifhes  them  to  continue  <c  ground¬ 
ed  and  fettled”  in  the  faith  of,  nor  being 
u  moved  from  the  hope  of  the  gofpel/*  he  comes, 
26,  ay,  28,  to  the  very  thing  itfdf ;  “  the 
myftery  which  hath  been  hid  from  ages  and  from 
generations,  but  now  is  made  manifeft  ro  his 
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iaincs.  To  whom  God  would  make  known  what 
is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myftery  among 

lS?f!*’rrlfh-he  exPre%  fays  (as  bcforf 
noted)  “  js  Chrift  in  you,  the  hope  of  Rlory  • 

whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man,”  &c. 

Observe,  reader,  we  before  faw  that  “the 
word  of  faith,  which  the  Apoftles  preached,”  was 
the  “  word  nigh  in  the  mouth,  and  in  the  heart” 
as  Paul  plainly  teflifies,  Rom.  x.  8.  And  here, 
in  full  confirmation  of  the  fame  great  truth,  the 
fame  gofpel  of  falvation,  we  find  the  fame  Apoftle 
declares  the  Chrift ,  the  gofpel ,  yea,  the  very 
7  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myftery,”  of  life  and 
ialvation,  “  among  the  Gentiles,”  which  they  the 
Apoftles  preached,  “  is  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of 
glory.”  This  is  that  “hope  of  the  gofpel,”  which 
a  few  verfes  before  he  wifhed  they  might  not  be 
“moved  away  from.”  And  to  keep  Them  to  this, 
^nd  front  ritual  observances,  his  labour  was  fervent 
among  them,  “driving  according”  to  the  work¬ 
ing  of  Chrift  in  him,  “which”  (faith  he,  v.  29) 

“  worketh  in  me  mightily.”  And  this  his  fer¬ 
vent  labour  and  Jlriving  with  them,  preaching 
“  Chrift  in  them”  as  the  fubflantial  hope  of  glory, 

“  warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man,  in 
all  wifdom,”  was  exprefsly  in  order,  28,  to  “pre¬ 
sent  every  man  perfect  in  Chrift  Jefus;”  where 
all  perfedtion  in  the  divine  life  centres  j  where 
God  and  man  are  reconciled  in  the  heavenly  union  % 
where  “  he  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpi- 
rit  an dfigns  are  fuperceded.  This  was  Paul’s 
aim,  his  l'cope  and  exerdfe,  in  this  epiftle.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  next  chapter,  he  manifefts 
great  care  or  conflibl  for  them,  that  “  their  hearts 
might  be  comforted,'  being  knit  together  in  love, 

and 
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and  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  affurance  of  under- 
ftanding,  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  myftery,” 
(he  had  fpoken  of)  “  of  God,  and  of  the  Father, 
and  of  Chrift:;  in  whom”  (fays  he)  “are  hid  all 
the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge.”  Thus 
he  lays,  or  propofes,  a  Jure  foundation,  on  the  all- 
fufficiency  whereon  both  he  and  they  might  fafe- 
ly  . depend  ;  and  that  without  aid  or  addition  from 
things  which  may  and  mujl  be  fhaken,  in  order  thac 
that  alone  which  cannot  be  ftiaken  may  remain . 
For  this  alone  is  to  remain  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  «of- 
f  el  ft  ate  ;  and  furely  no  ceremonials  are  the  things 
which  cannot  be  ftiaken.  That  this  was  Paul’s 
aim,  in  the  foregoing  expreflions,  I  think  we 
have  his  own  authority  to  declare;  for  his  next 
words  are,  v.  4,  “and  this  I  fay,  left  any  man 
mould  beguile  you  with  enticing  words.”  And 
v.  6  he  exhorts,  “  as  ye  have  received  Chrift  Je- 
fus  the  Lord,  fo  walk  in  him.”  7,  “  Rooted  and 
built  up  m  him ,  and  ftablilhed  in  the  faith,  as  ye 
have  been  taught,  abounding  therein  with  thankf- 
giving.”  And  then  comes  on  pointedly  to  warn 
them,  and  fhew  them  the  danger  of  truftina  or 
being  drawn  away  to  any  thing  elfe  but^the 
riches,  glory  and  Jufficiency  of  the  great  myftery. 
wherein  was  all  fulnefs  for  falvation  :  «  beware” 
(fays  he,  v.  8)  “  left  any  man  fpoil  you  through 
philofophy  and  vain  deceit,  after  the  tradition  of 
men,  after  the  rudiments  (in  the  margin,  elements  ) 
of  the  world,  and  not  after  Chrift.”  Oh  !  the 
mifchief  of  human  philofophy,  carnal  reafonings. 
vain  deceit,  and  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  in  the 
things  of  religion.  It  builds  tabernacles  for  abo- 
Hlhed  ordinances,  and  leads  thoufands  from  Chrift 
to  the  rudiments  of  the  world;  thereby  fp oilin'? 
them,  as  to  the  mcreafe  of  knowledge  and  ftabi- 

licy 


lity  in  Chrift ,  who  is  all-fufficient  for  and  in  his 
people  9  as  the  next  words  emphatically  declare, 
v.  9,  io>  “for  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of 
the  Godhead  bodily.  And  ye  are  complete  in  him, 
which  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power.” 
The  next  verfes  ffoew,  that  neither  circumcifion 
nor  outward  baptifm  is  at  all  necefiary  ;  fo  entirely 
Complete  we  are  in  Chrift,  the  inward  and  everlaft- 
ing  fulnefs  and  divine  fufficiency.  Do  but  read 
them.  “  In  whom  alfo  ye  are  eircumcifed,  with 
the  circumcifion  made  without  hands,  in  putting 
off  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  Belli,  by  the  circumci¬ 
fion  of  Chrift  s  buried  with  him  in  baptifm, 
wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifen  with  him,  through  the 
faith  of  the  operation  of  God>  who  hath  raifed  him 
from  the  dead.  And  you  being  dead  in  your  fins, 
and  the  uncircumcifion  of  vour  flefh,  hath  he 
quickened,  together  with  him  ;  having  forgiven 
you  all  trefpaffcs,  blotting  out  the  hand-writing  of 
ordinances  that  was  again!!  us,  which  was  con¬ 
trary  to  us,  and  took  it  our  of  the  way,  nailing  it 
to  his  crofs.”  What  could  Chrijl  have  done,  or 
Paul  have  faidy  more  fully  to  have  (hewn  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  ordinances  ?  Even  that  of  water  baptifm 
is  as  plainly  here  expunged  and  fuperceded,  as 
circumcifion .  And  it  is  marvellous  to  me,  that 
men  of  fenfe,  as  the  author  of  the  forementioned 
4C  plain  account,”  with  divers  others,  fhould 
be  fo  vailed  in  their  underftandings,  as  to  adduce 


this  paffage,  and  feveral  more  of  fomewhat  a  like 
import,  in  iupporc  of  water  baptifm  \  when  the 
manner  of  the  Apoftle’s  bringing  it  in,  juft  after 
warning  them  again  ft  the  rudiments  of  the  world* 
pointing  out  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  the  inward  hope 
of  glory,  and  declaring  them  complete  in  him ,  and 
then  immediately  fhewing  how  they  are  complete  in 

i  • 


hi  in,  without  any  of  thofe  rudiments  he  had  juft  ■ 

warned  them  againft,  fhews  as  plainly  as  funfhine, 
that  their  circumcifion  and  their  baptifm  were  both  in 
him ,  the  one  as  much  as  the  other .  So  that  I  defire  & 

the  candid  reader  to  turn  to  the  pafiage,  and  read  1 

forhimfelf.  And  I  think  he  that  can  find  argu-  L 

ment  in  it  for  water  baptifm,  may  find  as  much  for 
circumcifion  made  with  hands.  But  as  the  circumci¬ 
fion  here  is  that  made  without  hands,  fo  alfo  is  the  ' 

baptifm .  It  is  all  fpiritual  5  and,  as  the  Apoftle  words  Jjy 

it,  confifts  <c  in  putting  off*  the  body  of  the  fins 
of  the  fieft!.”  Almoft  exaftly  fimilar  is  what  he 
fays,  Rom.  vi.  6,  fpeaking  exprefsly  of  this 
inward  and  fpiritual  baptifm  <c  into  Chrift,,>  I 

and  fC  into  his  death,”  being  cc  buried  with  him  f 

by  baptifm  into  death,' ”  &c.  The  vfrords  are,  p 

<c  knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified 
with  him  ;  that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  deftroy-  |.l 

ed,  that  henceforth  we  fhould  not  ferve  fin.”  j  £ 

Here  the  fame  Apoftle  afcribes  the  fame  effedt  to  % 

fpiritual  baptifm  into  Chrift,  as  in  the  pafiage  juft  1 

mentioned,  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Colofiians,  he 
afcribes  to  circumcifion  fpiritually  in  him,  the  cc  put-  J 

ting  off”  or  “  deftroying  the  body  of  the  fins  of 
the  flefh.”  It  mult  be  a  wrong  philofophy ,  and 
vain  deceit  indeed,  that  can  fo  wreft  tbele  plain 
teftimonies  of  the  Apoftle,  as  to  draw  elementary  j 

water  from  them  for  baptifm . 


If  circumcifion  here  is  inward,  fo  is  the  baptifm. 

If  fhp  ic  nufin-irfl  io 
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But 

ihews  our  circumcifion  and  our  baptifm  both  ^ 
plete  m  Chrijl ,  without  Wr,  withou?a  w/T 
a  Angie  drop  of  elementary  water.  He  lda'inlv 

bamffn, "  ,el,evers  r  only  “Wwih 

bapt.fm,  but  10  the  fame  baptifm  alfo 

w.  h  hirp ;  and  that  exprefsly  «  through Z 

tllr  °l  lhC  ^  of  God>”  which  is  wholly  an 

for.”  And^having  Lev!^  Xt  tl  Tc ^ 

bapt.fm  and  circumcifion  is3  he  then  wfth^reaf 
pertmency  exhibits  Cnrift  -  blotting  0ut§  the 
and-writing  of  ordinances,”  taking  «  it  out  of 
the  way  nailing  ,t  to  his  crofs,”  as  of  no  further 
ule  to  fuch  as  know  him  in  the  fellowjhip  of  his 
Sufferings ,  ana  in  che  fewer  of  his  refurreftion  ;  fuch 
as  experience  his  fulnefs,  and  are  circumi/ed,  bap¬ 
tized,  and  complete  in  him.  For  thefe  know  his 
crofs,  and  are  crucified  by  it  to  the  world,  and  to 
the  rudiments,  elements  and  ordinances  of  it  :  and 
the  world  alfo  is  crucified  unto  them.  There  is  no 
friendlhip  between  Chrijl  and  Belial ;  nor  much 
between  his  difciples  and  the  world.  His  religion 
does  not  fuit  the  world.  It  is  too  Ample,  unpo¬ 
pular,  unpompous,  and  too  unGeremonious :  too 
much  a  death  to  felf.  And  I  am  well  fatisfied 
that  many,  who  are  and  have  been  living 
wrought  upon  by  the  power  of  God,  and  madem 
pant  for  divine  fupport,  have  yet  ftriven  hard  to 

^ve  ^  in  popularity,  and  in  the 

fnendjhip  of  this  world -,  and  from  this  difpofition 
hzvefhunned the  crofs ;  and  though  they  have  own¬ 
ed  Chrijl,  and  chole  to  be  C£  called  by  his  name,  to 
take  away  their  reproach,”  they  have  ft  ill  pre¬ 
ferred  to  eat  their  own  bread ,  and  wear  their 

own 
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■own  apparel ;  and,  with  Nicodemus,  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  worfhip  the  blefled  Jefus,  in  the  dark 
ligns  and  fhadows  of  the  night ;  than  openly  to 
embrace  the  contempt  of  the  crofs,  and  confefs  him 
in  the  inward,  unceremonious  purity,  fpirituality 
and  fimplicity  of  the  clear  and  genuine  gofpel  day. 
Dipping  under  water,  and  calling  that  “  buried 
with  him  by  baptifm  into  death,”  the  fpirit  of  the 
world,  which  dill  too  much  liveth  in  them,  can 
more  eafily  endure  ;  nay,  is  fomctimes  pleafed 
and  plumed  with  it.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  think 
this  of  all  who  ufe  this  fitgn.  I  doubt  not,  even 
this  is  a  real  crofs  to  fome;  but  I  believe  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  much  more  tolerable  to  the  fpirit  and 
wifdom  of  the  world,  than  the  pure  fimplicity  of 
the  gofpel ;  the  real  death  and  burial  with  Chrijl,  in 
putting  off  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  fiefh,  and  ceaf- 
ing  from  man,  and  from  their  own  creaturely  ac¬ 
tivity  in  religion  ;  waiting  on  God,  in  abfolute 
dependence,  in  nothingnefs  of  felf,  and  the  lofs 
of  all  things :  this  is  too  hard  for  the  fpirit  of  the 
world.  Thefe  are  hard  fay  in  gs  to  it;  who  can 
bear  them  ?  Hence  many  who  walk  with  him 
awhile  in  the  Spirit,  and  run  well  for  -ifeafon  under 
the  crofs,  grow  weary  of  the  fufferings  and  reproach¬ 
es  of  Chrijl ,  turn  away  back ,  and  walk  no  more  with 
him ;  but  get  into  the  «  beggarly  elements,”  and 
fit  at  eafe  in  the  fricndfhipof  the  world,  under  a 
formal  profefiion  of  religion  ;  very  little  conver— 
fant  with  the  crofs,  to  which  they  would  know  all 
thefe  things  nailed,  if  they  rightly  abode  with  Je¬ 
fus,  and  followed  him  in  the  regeneration.  But 
as  none  reign  with  him,  but  thofe  who  fuffer  with 
him;  as  none  rife  with  him  in  the  likenels  of  his 
refurredtion,  nor  walk  with  him  in  newnefs  of  life, 
but  thofe  who  are  really,  not  ceremonially,  planted 

'  with 
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with  him  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death  ;  as  none  fit 
with  him  in  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  and  glory  but 
who  drink  of  his  cup ,  and  are  baptized  with  bis  bafi- 
ilSm>  a  remnant  of  true-hearted  followers  have 
chofen  to  fuffer  affliction  with  him,  and  follow 
wherever  he  leadeth,  bearing  his  crofs. 
Ihefe  know  “the  hand-writing  of  ordinances 
nailed  to  it.  Their  blotting  out,  and  removal ,  is 
a  thing  in  familiar  experience  with  them;  not 
merely  a  matter  of  record  in  the  letter  of  the 
Scriptures ,  and  thence  gleaned  up,  and  fyftemized 
into  a  lifelefs  creed,  confeffion  or  profeffion  of 
faith. 

But  let  us  follow  the  Apoftle  a  little  further. 
The  next  verfe  fhews  Chritt  having  <c  fpoiled 
principalities  and  powers,”  and  “  openly  tri¬ 
umphing  over  them.”  Then  he  enjoins  upon  the 
Coloffians,  the  way  being  now  quite  cleared  for  it, 
let  no  man  therefore  judge  you  in  meat,  or  in 
drink”  (are  not  the  bread  and  win  there  included, 
as  we  have  feen  circumcifion  and  elementary  bap- 
tifm  were  a  few  verfes  before  ?)  cc  or  in  refpt£t  of 
an  holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or  of  the  fab- 
bath  day.”  He  goes  very  thorough  in  difmiflion 
of  ceremonials,  and  well  he  might;  for  his  next 
words  are,  v.  17,  fC  which  are  a  ffladow  of  things  to 
come  ;  but  the  body  is  of  Chrift.”  Therefore  he 
adds,  v.  1 8,  &c.  cc  let  no  man  beguile  you  of  your 
reward,  in  a  voluntary  humility,  and  worfhipping 
of  angels,  intruding  into  thofe  things  which  he 
hath  not  feen  ;  vainly  puffed  up  by  his  flefhly 
mind.  And  not  holding  the  head,  from  which 
all  the  body,  by  joints  and  bands,  having  nourifh- 
ment  miniftered  and  knit  together,  increafeth 
with  the  increafe  of  God.  Wherefore,  if  ye  be 

x  dead 


(  *73  ) 

dead  with  (Thrift  frcm  the  rudiments  of  the  world, 
why,  as  though  living  in  the  world,  are  }t  fubjedt 
to  ordinances  ?  Touch  not,  tafte  not,  handle  not; 
which  all  are  to  perifh  with  the  ufing,  after  jhe 
commandments  anddodtrines  of  men.”  Hedo«hj 
not  fay,  wherefore,  if  ye  be  dead  and  buried  with 
Chriji ,  by  plunging  into  the  elements  or  rudiments 
in  water  baptifm\  but,  quite  differently,  ‘‘where¬ 
fore,  if  ye  be  dead  with  Chrift,  frcm  the  rudi¬ 
ments”  or,  as  the  marginal  reading  has  it,  <c  frcm 
the  elements  of  the  world,  why,  as  though  living  in 
the  world,  are  ye  fubjedt  to  ordinances  ?”  This 
home  query  thould  goto  the  heart  of  every  ob- 
ferver  of  thefe  outward  ordinances,  and  beget  a 
clofe  examination,  whether  their  objervance  there¬ 
of,  anti Jubjeftion  thereto,  is  not  rather  following., 
after  the  traditions  “  and  doclrines  of  men,”  in 
their  mjeqfonable  and  unprofitable  continuance  in 
the  ^M?gvz/^inftitutions  and  ordinances  of  former 
difpenfations— the  rudiments  which  ought  to  be 
left  behind ,  than  after  Chriji ,  who  has  triumphed 
over  them  all,  abolijhed ,  and  nailed  them  to  his 
crofs  ?  And  when  this  examination  is  rightly 
made,  and  the  Apoftle’s  prohibitory  injundtion, 
u  touch  not,  tafie  not,  handle  not,  which  all  are  to 
perifh  with  the  ufing,”  &c.  rightly  complied  with,  I 
believe  the  “weak  and  beggarly  elements”  muft 
be  rejected  ;  bread,  wine  and  water,  as  ordinances 
of  religion,  renounced,  as  things  “  which  perifh 
with  the  ufing  and  the  one  only  and  faving  bap- 
tifm  of  the  gofpel  retained.  Here  the  walking  in 
newnefs  of  life,  and  the  anfwer  of  a  good  con¬ 
fidence  towards  God,  by  the  refurredtion  of  Jefus 
(Thrift,  will  be  known.  Here  the  earth  will  en¬ 
joy  her  fabbaths  again,  men  refting  from  their 
own  works,  as  God  did  from  his.  Here  the  morn¬ 
ing 
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ing  ftars  will  fing  together,  the  for.s  of  God  will 
ihout  aloud  for  joy,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Sion 
keep  holy  day  to  the  Lord. 


C.  H  A  P.  VIII. 


Js  a  recapitulation  or  fummary  of  a  number  of  the 

principal  reafons  againjl  fuppoftng  the  Chrijlian 

commijfton  for  baptifm ,  Mat.  xxviii.  can  mean 
water. 

THUS  having  exhibited  to  the  view  of  the 
reader  many  important  paflages  of  the  fa- 
cred  records,  with  many  remarks  and  arguments 
thereon,  which  appear  to  me  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
the  minds  of  fuch  as  may,  under  divine  influence 
and  illumination,  carefully  weigh  and  confider 
them,  that  the  gofpel  is  an  inward,  living  and  fpi- 
ritual  difpenfation,  void  of  any  mere  outward, 
figurative  and  ceremonial  inftitutions,  or  ordi¬ 
nances  $  I  think  proper  here,  in  one  view,  to 
recapitulate  and  prefent  the  reader  with  feveral  of 
the  principal  arguments,  or  reafons,  why  the 
great  gofpel  commiflion,  Mat.  xxviii.  Mark  xvi. 
cannot  be  properly  underftood  to  enjoin  water 
baptifm. 

I.  Because  every  religious  walhing  in  out¬ 
ward  water,  both  under  John  and  Mofes,  was 
fymbolical  of  inward  purification,  and  pointed  tef 
it,  as  effe&ed  “  by  the  wafhing  of  regeneration, 
and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.”,  John’s  minif- 
try,  and  water  baptifm ,  in  particular,  was  for 

Chrifl’s 


V 
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Chrift’s  manifeftation  to  Ifrael.  To  prepare  his 
way,  by  turning  their  minds  to  fee  the  neerffity, 
and  to  a  defire  and  readinefs  for  the  reception  of, 
and  fubmiffion  to  this  his  baptifmal  purification  ; 
and  then  exprefsly  to  deereafe,  as  the  JubJlance 
_  ould  increafe.  The  type  to  give  place  to  the  an¬ 
titype  .feeing  figns  wd/ymbols  were  ever  intended 
to  vamfh  out  of  the  way,  when  the  fubftance  /W. 
fiedby  them  was  fully  come  :  they  being  only  fs  a 
fchool-mafter,  to  lead  unto  Chrijl ;  who  is,  to  eve- 

2  °nVhat  beIlc.veth  in  him,  the  full  end  of  the 

b"aurcC[hTan  mCn'S/  contain'd  »  ordimn',,, 
th  r  ey  are  comphte  m  him,  without  any  of 
thofe  representative  obfervances,  which  ont 

pointed  at  him,  but  can  have  no  place  in  him  nor 
in  his  pure  gofpeldifpenfation,  P  Ce'WJlim>nor 

Because  the  Qrcck  wnfrl  •.!. 
word  for  i„,  might  ha"  bI„  ? '  “mm°" 

t"  v"  >5? 

into  water,  verbally  in  the  T^r  °  on,y 
the  word  rfr  being  here  ufed  n  ’r  name;.  Buc 
into,  and  fo  ufedSin  manv  nth  8nifyinS  direcftly 

the  baptifm  is  intelcZZ  E 
power  of  God  ;  into bolinefs' meeknert  l'  ^  ^ 
tlenejs,  divine  wifdom,  truejuekmen/  a nd  i’ 
communicable  grace  of^L  !  f  1  •?teVel' 

ceives  by  ingraftment/«/o  Chrifl-  ,,  u  n^,an  re“ 

of  the  olive  tree,  which  Jo  ,i^>uW^en  <€cut°ut 
grafted,  contrary  to  nature  -T  d  by  naturei  and 

as  Rom’  xi.  al  Thl  ‘  T  a  8ood  olive  tree,” 
Chrifl-.  The  baptifm  is  ffve^Tr^  ‘S  p,ain,y  intc 

Glared  to  be  intoVm.  Nor  need1"  dc 

the  common  word  for  teach  m  «,•  w5 ;  d°ubt  but 

-lave  been  ufed  in  rh  is  comm  Hr’  dtda-^°>  would 

W,s  cornmifiion,  had  it  not 

meant 
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meant  a  converting,  difcipiining,  baptizing  kind 
of  teaching,  which  gathers  fouls  into  God ,  their 
habitation,  refuge,  and  ftrong  tower. 

III.  B  ecause  the  Apoftles  were  not  and  could 
not  be  qualified  to  adminifter  this  baptifm,  till 
they  were  endued  with  power  from  on  high  :  could 
not  impart,  minijler  or  communicate  the  Holy  G'hoft,  but 
when  and  as  they  were  baptized  or  filled  with  it 
themfelves.  Hence  were  they  commanded  to 
tarry  at  Jerufalem ,  till  qualified  by  the  outpouring 
of  the  Spirit  upon  them  ;  and  thus  to  wait  for  the 
promife  of  the  Father,  which  they  had  heard  of 
Chrift,  that  “  John  baptized  with  water,  but  they 
fhould  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Gboft.”  And  it  is 
very  abfurd  to  fuppofe  Chrift,  in  dire&ing  them 
how  and  where  to  wait,  and  what  for,  in  order  to 
their  qualification  to  adminifter  his  baptifm,  would 
exprefsly  point  their  attention  from  and  beyond  that 
of  water,  to  that  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  had  he  been  then 
giving  them  dire&ions  about  preaching  the  gofpel, 
and  baptizing  in  water, 

IV.  Because  in  all  the  after  inftances  of  bap¬ 
tifm  in  water  (through  condcfcenfion)  there  is  not 
one,  wherein  the  form  of  words  in  this  commiffion 
is  madeufeof  j  which  it  muft  have  been  in  every 
inftance,  where  the  commiffion  was  duly  obferv- 
ed,  had  it  meant  water,  and  eftablilhed  a  form  of 
words  to  be  u fed  in  its  adminiftration.  And  how 
can  we  fuppofe  thofe,  who  now  ufe  water,  better 
know,  are  more  bound  by,  or  more  duly  objerve  the 
commiffion,  than  the  difciples?  The  diiciples 
were  fo  far  from  underftanding  it  of  water,  tnat 
thev  never  once  ufed  water,  as  under  it ;  never 
once  ufed  the  words  of  it,  as  a  form  in  any  wife 
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proper  to  an  outward  or  mere  figurative  perform¬ 
ance.  And  does  not  this  their  total  orniftion  of  thofe 
words  evince  that  they  were  of  an  high  and  heavenly 
import,  meaningnothing  lefsthan  a  real  baptifm  into 
the  divine  nature,  the  very  life  and  fubftance  of  the 
Godhead,  and  by  no  means  applicable  to  the  mere 
outward  and  vifible  fign  of  this  inward  and  fpiritual 
immerfion,  ingraftment  and  purification  ?  Eut 
men  now  prefume  to  apply  thefe  exprdfions  to  a 
mere  outward  ceremony,  and  dignify  immerfion 
in  water,  a  moft  unftable  element,  with  the  title  of 

a  gofpel  ordinance  j  yea,  a  facrament  of  Chrift  fe- 
fus.  J 


V.  Because  when  the  Holy  Ghoft  fell  on  Cor¬ 
nelius,  and  his  houfhold,  through  Peter’s  fpeak- 
ingtothem  in  the  life  and  power  of  the  fame,  he 
was  immediately  made  to  remember  (doubted  by 
the  great  and  promifed  remembrancer)  the  words  of 
Chnfi  refpefting  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghofi, 
1  hus  clearJy  applying  them  to  the  falling  of  the  Hoi  v 
Ghoft  on  thole  Gentiles,  through  his  miniftry  •  that 
is,  through  the  words  fpoken  by  him,  whereby  the/ 
Ihould  bt  fayed,  as  foretold  by  the  ano-e)  And 
as  only  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  hfaving;  as 
they  did  evidently  receive  this  through  Peter’s  mi 
niftry  j  as  the  angef  told  Cornelius,  Peter  ihould 

as.  really  underftood  the  baptifm  they  then  re- 
ceived  (through  thofe  words  by  him  fpoken,  and  by 

hanrT  f  'jVCrC  r°  ,be  favedJ  to  be  the  one favirig 

aptifm  of  the  gofpel,  the  very  fame  promifed  by 
Chr.-ft,  in  the  words  which  were  thereupon  hrout»hc 
tohis  remembrance ;  it  is  evident  the  baptifmof 
inft  is  only  inward.  And  more  efpeciallv  asar 
this  very  time,  in  regard  to  the  baptifm  J  water, 

™  a  which 
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which  was  John's ,  and  was  for  Chrift’s  manifefta- 
tion  to  Jfrael,  Peter  fo  far  doubted  the  propriety 
of  its  adminiftration  to  the  Gentiles ,  that  he  even 
appealed  to  the  judgment  of  men  about  it  (which 
how  would  he  have  dared  to  have  done,,  had  it 
been  his  Lord's  command)  and  though  none  did 
forbid  it,  yet  he  only  commanded  them  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (the  Greek  word  here 
is  en )  and  not  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  tf  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Gbojl ;  thefe  words  in  no  wife 
fuiting  the  nature  and  defign  of  that  outward  ad¬ 
miniftration. 

i  *  ‘  . 

VI.  Because  Peter  not  only  never  baptized 
any  in  water  afterwards,  that  we  have  any  account 
of,  but  exprefsiy  declares  ihtfaving  baptifm-,  both 
negatively,  what  it  is  not,  to  wit,  “  putting  away 
the  filth  of  the  flelh,”  the  proper  effedt  of  water ; 
and  t  of  lively,  what  it  is,  and  by  what  it  is  effected  ; 
it  effects,  in  its  complete  operation,  fuch  a  thorough 
purification,  as  eftablilhes  in  the  foul  the  anfwer  of 
a  good  confcience  towards  God,  and  is  effected  by  that 
which  only  can  do  this,  "the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus 
Chrift,”  the  light,  and  life,  and  hope  of  glory  in  us. 
And  it  will  forever  be  in  vain  for  any  to  fuppofe 
they  have  received  Chrifiian  baptifm, ua\ek  they  thus 
know  him  to  be  truly  and  experimentally  "  the 
refurre&ion  and  the  life”  in  themfelves-,  for  this  alone 
can  produce  the  true  fan&ification  and  baptifm  of 
the  gofpel.  A  figure  cannot  fave  us.  All  the 
walhings  in  water  are  figures ,  And  one  figure  is  not 
the  fign  of  another  figure.  Neither  any  of  the  di¬ 
vers  Mofaic  wafhings,  nor  John’s  immerfion  (be¬ 
ing  all  but  figures )  pointed  to  the  baptifm  of  the 
gofpel,  as  to  an  outward  figurative  plunging  in  wa¬ 
ter  5  but  as  (which  in  truth  it  is)  to  an  inward, 

Jpirilual 
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fpiritual  wafhing,  in  the  true  laver  of  regeneration . 
And  I  think  the  old  Mofaic  typical  laver  might  be 
as  properly  continued  under  the  gofpel,  as  fprink- 
lingor  dipping  in  water. 

* 

VII.  Because  Paul,  a  mod  eminent  Apoftle, 
not  a  whit  behind  the  chiefeft,  and  who  received 
his  commifiion  and  his  knowledge  of  Chrift  by 
immediate  revelation  (God  revealing  his  Son  in 
him)  and  thereby  knew  his  will,  and  the  true  fpi¬ 
ritual  nature  of  his  baptifm  ;  fpeaking  of  that  with 
water,  declares  pofitively,  that‘c  Chrift  fent  himnot 
to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gofpel  ;”  and  even 
thanks  God  he  had  baptized  no  more  ;  which 
would  have  been  an  high  prefumption,  and  mif- 
demeanour,  had  he  not  known  that  baptifm  in  wa¬ 
ter  was  no  more  an  ordinance  of  Chrift,  than  cir¬ 
cumcifion  made  with  hands.  But  knowing  the 
circumcifion,  and  baptifm  of  the  new  covenant, 
were  altogether  inward,  he  fays,  writing  to  the 
Coloffians,  <c  ye  are  complete  in  him,  which  is  the 
head  of  all  principality  and  power;  in  whom  alfo 
ye  are  cinumcifed  with  the  circumcifion  made  with¬ 
out  hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  ftns  of  the 
fiefh,  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift;  buried  with 
him  in  baptifm,  wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifen  with  him, 
through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  who  hath 
raifed  him  from  the  dead,  chap.  ii.  io,  n,  ia: 
thus  plainly  rejecting  both  outward  circumcifion 
and  baptifm,  the  one  as  much  as  the  other ;  and 
fhewing  that  the  inward,  wherein  they  are  complete 
in  Chrift ,  is  a  real  putting  off  the  body  of  fin,  a 
death  unto  it,  a  real  burial  with  Chrift,  and  riftng 
with  him  ;  which  is  fo  far  from  dipping  under  and 
rifing  out  of  the  water,  that  it  is  only  by  a  faith  that 
isfo  living,  andfo  much  above  all  that  is  outward, 

and 
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and  merely  of  man,  that  it  is  truly  and  powerfully 
of  the  very  operation  of  God  in  the  foul.  Here  is 
that  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  by  which  the  good  con 
faience  is  witneffed  in  Chriftian  baptifm.  And  hav 
ing  thus  fhewn  believers’  baptifm  to  be  as  entirely 
inward  as  their  circumcijion ,  he  immediately  and 
very  pertinently  reminds  them  of  Chrift’s  “blot¬ 
ting  out  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances,”  and 
taking  it  out  of  the  way^  nailing  it  to  his  crofs 
cautions  them  to  let  no  man  judge  them  in  refpect 
to  thofe  outward  things,  which  are  but  “  a  fha- 
dow  of  things  to  come,”  and  then  roundly  queries 
of  them,  “  wherefore,  if  ye  be  dead  with  Chrifl , 
from  the  rudiments  or  elements  of  the  world,  why, 
as  though  living  in  the  world,  are  you  fubjeft  to  or¬ 
dinances?”  This  fhews,  «  dead  with  Chrift,”  or 
planted  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  is  not  a  burial  into 
the  rudiments,  or  elements,  as  in  outward  baptifm, 
but  “  dead  with  Chrift,  from  the  rudiments  there¬ 
fore  heimmediately  enjoins,  “touch  not,  tafte  nor, 
handle  not,  which  all  are  to  peri (h  with  the  ufing,  af¬ 
ter  the  commandments  and  doctrines  of  men.’  ’By 
ail  which  we  not  only  perceive  his  full  rejedHon  of 
all  the  mere  fhadowy  ordinances,  but  that  he  was 
fo  far  from  efteeming  water  baptifm  to  be  Chrift’s, 
that  he  was  truly  thankful  to  God  that  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  ufed  it,  even  in  condefcenfion,  but  in  a  very 
few  inftances  ;  and  that  he  confidered  the  real  bap¬ 
tifm  into  Chrift  to  include  a  death  with  him,  from 
all  thofe  rudimentary  or  elementary  things  which 
perifa  with  the  ufing  ;  and  which,  therefore,  are  not 
to  be  touched,  tailed,  or  even  handled,  as  ordi¬ 
nances,  nor  by  any  means  fubje&ed  to,  by  thofe 
who  are  dead  te  them  by  baptifm  into  death  with 
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VJIJ.  Because  al/ihofe  who  truly  believe ,  and  in 
this  faith  of  the  operation  of  God  are  baptized  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  commifiion,  are  ihtrtbyfaved,  as  promif- 
ed  by  Chrift,  in  giving  the  commifiion  ;  which  is 
not  true  of  all  who  are  baptized  in  water.  Simon 
the  forcerer  both  believed  and  was  baptized ;  and' 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  was  fo  far  from  having  any 
lot,  part  or  portion  in  gofpel  faith  or  baplifm ,  that 
he  was  in  the  very  “gall  of  bitternffs,  and  bond 
of  iniquity  ;”  which  no  doubt  has  been  the  cafe 
with  too  many  befide  Simon  :  whereas  all  who 
are  baptized  according  to  the  commifiion,  and 
therein  witnefs  the  floor  of  the  heart  thoroughly 
cleanfed,  are  baptized  into  Chrift,  have  put  him  on, 
the  “  whole  armour  of  light,”  and  thus  being 
planted  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  are  alive  in  the 
likenefs  of  his  refurredtion,  in  true  newnefs  of 
life. 


IX.  Because  we  have  no  account,  nor  the  leafl: 
rea.on  to  believe,  the  fir  ft  Apoftles  were  ever  bap¬ 
tized  in  water,  after  John  baptized  them;  for“Je- 
fus  himfelf  baptized  not.”  And  we  have  heard 
of  none  elfe  authorized  to  baptize  them  therein 
but  John  ;  and  Jo  they  being  outwardly  baptized 
only  into  John’s  baptifm,  if  Chrift’s  was  alfo  out¬ 
ward,  and  John’s  was  not  it,  they  never  had  it. 
And  then  they  would  have  been  fern  to  baptize 
others  with  a  baptifm  themfelves  never  received 
But  they  received  freely,  and  wer  t  freely  to  give ,  and* 
couid  not  give  what  they  never  received,  nor 
what  they  did  receive,  before  they  had  received  it  - 
and  therefore  were  under  an  abfolute  necefllty  to 

the'Wl/  atftrally  tlid  receive  the  baptifm  of 

he  Holy  Ghofl,  before  they  poflibly  could  baptize 

Pthers  with  it.  This  they  did  receive,  and  thU 

they 
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they  did  adminifter ;  and  their  not  prefuming,  nor 
being  allowed  by  their  Lord,  to  attempt  baptizing 
according  to  the  commiflion,  till  firft:  thus  baptized 
themfelves,  (hews  evidently  what  the  baptifm  of 
the  commiflion  was,  and  that  the  qualification  for 
its  adminiftration  was  through  the  fame  baptifm 
firft  received  in  themfelves,  th oendumentof  power 
from  on  high.  But  had  the  commiflion  intended 
John’s  baptifm,  that  they  were  qualified  to  admi¬ 
nifter,  and  did  adminifter  before  ;  had  it  intended 
water.,  and  yet  not  as  John’s ,  they  never  receiving 
it  after  the  commiflion,  any  more  than  before ,  were 
no  more  qualified  to  adminifter  it  afterwards,  than 
before.  Hence  it  refults,  that  Chrifi’s  is  that  they 
waited  for,  received,  and  then ,  through  the  com¬ 
munications  of  it,  acjminiftered  to  others-,  that  is, 
the  one  baptifm  of  the  gofpel. 

X.  Because  whoever  receive  Chrift's  baptifm , 
are  initiated  thereby  into  the  church  of  the  firft- 
born,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth,  and  have 
their  names  written  in  heaven,  have  the  white 
ftone,  and  new  name :  and  being  buried,  and  ri- 
fing  with  Chrift,  are  joint  heirs  with  him  ;  and  he  is 
not  alhamed  to  call  them  brethren,  they  in  all 
things  reverently  afcribing  to  him  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence.  But  this  is  by  no  means  true  of  all  that  are 
baptized  into  water.  This  is  in  fubftance  fome- 
what  the  fame  as  the  8th  reafon;  but  may  ferve 
tofhew,  that  as  baptifm  in  water  is  not faving,  fo 
it  never  initiates  any  into  the  church  of  Chrift , 
however  it  is  extolled  as  an  initiatory  ordinance. 

XI.  Because  Chrift  himfelf,  though  he  was 
circumcifed,  baptized.  See.  outwardly,  in  order 

to  fulfil,  terminate,  blot  out,  and  forever  difannul 

all 
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all  fuch  ceremonials,  never  circumcifed  or  baptized 
others  outwardly  ;  nor  ever  ordered  any  of  the 
multitudes  that  believed  on  him,  that  we  have 
any  account  of,  to  receive  either.  He  even  wafli- 
ed  his  difciples’ feet,  and  taught  them  to  wafti  one 
another's but  never  baptized  them  in  water, 
which  we  may  venture  to  believe  he  would  by  no 
means  have  omitted,  had  it  been  his  own  baptifm, 
the  one  faving  and  perpetual  baptifm  of  all  true  be¬ 
lievers. 

XII.  Because  he  did  baptize  them  with  the 
holy  Spirit,  declaring  he  fentthem  even  as  his  Fa¬ 
ther  fent  him;  that  is,  anointed  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  that  they  fliould  do  the  works  which  he 
did  (baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  befure,  was  a 
work  which  he  did.)  And  as,  in  order  to  qualify 
them,  he  breathed  on  them,  and  bid  them  receive 
the  Holy  Ghojl,  this  was  truly  fending  them  as  he 
was  fenty  and  turning  their  minds,  and  fixing 
their  dependence,  on  the  like  anointing,  for  qua¬ 
lification  for  the  like  fer  vices* 

XIII.  Because  baptifm  in  water  is  certainly 
one  of  the  old  things,  one  of  the  things  that  can  be 
Jhaken -,  and  not  one  that  remains ,  when  and 
where  all  are  fhaken  and  removed,  that  can  be  fha - 
hen  >  not  one  that  can  remain,  when  and  where  not 
only  the  earth,  not  only  fin,  carnality,  and  earthly 
mindednefs,  but  alfo  heaven  a,  things  efteemed 
heavenly,  and  which  were  once  really  ordinances 
of  God,  are  thoroughly  Jhaken,  and  all  removed, 
but  what  cannot  be  Jhaken-,  and  which  alone  can  re¬ 
main  in  this  truly  gofpel  f  ate.  The  rejoicing  of 
true  Chriftians  is  in  that  which  Clod  creates ,  after 
the  old  heavens  and  old  earth  are  fhaken,  and  all 

typical 
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typical  righteoufnefs  is  pajfed  away  *  that  is,  in 
the  pure  antitypical  righteoufnefs  which  muft  rc~ 
main,  becaiife  it  cannot  be  fhaken,  but  is  of  the  very 
nature  of  \  and  pertaineth  to  the  new  heavens,  and 
new  earth,  wherein  dwtdleth  righteoufnefs,  in  its 
pure,  uncumbered,  unceremonious  fimplicity  and 
beauty.  The  elements  (thefe  elementary,  figura¬ 
tive  obfervations)  are  known,  in  the  truly  gof- 
pel  date,  to  melt  with  fervent  gofpel  beat  ;  whilft 
too  many  are  retaining  thefe,  and  expecting  the 
outward  material  elements  to  be  melted  with  out¬ 
ward  material  fire,  at  the  end  of  this  outward 
material  world .  Thus  miffing  the  marrow  and 
fubftance  of  things,  through  the  outwardnefs  of 
their  ideas  and  expe&ations. 

XIV.  Because  it  is  certain,  that  itdoespleale 
God  to favefome  through  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching* 
to  wit,  fuch  as  truly  believe.  No  foul  can  be 
Javedy  but  according  to  God's  mercy  cc  by  the 
walking  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Chad.”  This  is  Chriff s  baptifm .  And 
hence  it  follows,  that  every  foul  faved  through 
preaching,  mud  thereby  be  baptized  with  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghofi  and  fire ,  or  witnefs  the'regenerating  wafli- 
ing,  and  renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghod.  For  this 
being  that  without  which  none  can  be  faved,  it  is 
idle  to  think  of  preaching,  Javing,  or  contribut¬ 
ing  towards  the  falvation  of  any,  but  through  the 
work  of  this  baptifm.  If  preaching  at  any  time 
contributes  more  or  lefs  to  falvation,  it  certainly 
contributes  in  the  fame  degree  to  this  fpiritual 
baptifm.  Thus  Paul  begat  fouls  to  God  through 
the  gofpel.  But  no  minidry,  that  is  not  baptiz* 
ing ,  can  ever  do  this.  And  this  is  the  reafon  why 
they  who  run  without  God's  fending  and  qualified* 

tion, 
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Sian,  do  not  ■profit  the  people .  They  cannot  bap¬ 
tize  them  into  the  name  by  all  their  arts  of  rhetoric, 
and  powers  of  elocution.  That  is  a  work  furpaf- 
fing  the  utmoft  influence  of  all  fuch  unauthorized 
miniftry,  and  effected  inftrumentally,  by  no  other 
preaching  than  that  which  has  its  efficacy  from  the 
power  received  from  on  high.  This  even  the  Apof- 
tles  were  under  an  abfolute  neceffity  to  wait  for ,  and 
receive  too,  before  they  could  thus  teach  baptizing. 
And  the  fame  neceffity  of  waiting  for  the  ^^quali¬ 
fication  will  remain,  to  all  Chrift’s  true  miniflers, 
to  the  world  s  end.  Indeed  the  fubftance  of  the 
injunction,  tarry  at  Jerufalem  till  you  are  endued. 
See.  refts  now  with  equal  force  on  all  who  are 
equally  obfervant  of  divine  direction,  in  the  work 
of  the  gofpel.  And  to  thefe  Chrift’s  words  forever 
hold  good,  “he  that  receiveth^#,  receiveth  me; 
ancl^he  that  receiveth  me,  receiveth  him  thar  fent 
me,”  Mat.  x.  4.0.  They  who  truly  receive  Chrift , 
receive  his  baptifm.  Hence  none  truly  receive  his 
remitters,  and  their  miniftry,  but  therein  and 
therethrough  they  receive  him  and  his  baptifm. 
This  rnuft  hold  good  forever ;  they  who  truly  re¬ 
ceive  him,  know  it.  It  would  be  as  true,  if  it  had 
never  been  fo  expreffed.  Experience  would  livino-- 
iy  confirm  it.  But  they  rejoice  that  this  great  truth 

!a  LiCleari^’  an<*  many  modes  of  expreffion, 
eftabliffied  in  the  facred  records.  And  their  pray¬ 
ers  are  fincerely  and  fervently  to  God,  that  feekinp' 
fouls  may  be  enabled  to  fee,  hear  and  believe  if 
to  the  falvation  of  their  fouls,  inthefaving  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  one  only  foul-faving  baptifm  of  Je- 
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